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Why  are  myths  and  stories  so important  to  you?  

 

Ironically, myths and stories are important because we have so few that have any value or integrity for 

todayôs issues. I say that classic myths are burnt-out and Hollywoodôs ñbig screensò are hopelessly 

redundant in themes and soap operatic in message. Game Boys and shoot-ôem-ups are all the rage at 

home, but there are no valuable myths in the depiction of white soldiers shooting up Arabs or 

undergrads doing beer bongs! What spurs me to write my own new myths are the ethics and 

principles of permaculture. But this so -called new ñsoil design scienceò is down on the idea of a 

spiritual / culture kit, an d desperately needs visionary and sustainable partners to widen and realize a 

ñcommunity-garden futureò without electricity, gasoline and nation-sponsored war. 
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Seeds & Ladders. A Conversation with Permaculture Designer Jenny Pell, Pacific Northwest. By Willi Paul, Permaculture Exchange 

Two Updates from Ms. Pell - 

< I > May Hedgerows Workshop 

Our partner educational non-profit, The Manav Foundation, is hosting a three-day workshop on hedgerows. We will explore 

concepts of soil preparation, plant selection, planting techniques, irrigation, and ways to reduce maintenance, with ample time for 

understanding budgets, phase planning, and time-lines. Each day will include classroom theory, design, and easy-to-replicate hands-

on projects. 

Instructors: Jude Hobbs & Jenny Pell 

Dates: May 18th to May 20th 

To register, visit: http://www.manav.org/courses/ 

< I I > Community by Design, LLC is a new venture dedicated to exploring alternate models of small-scale agriculture. On ~58 acres 

within 15 miles of Portland, we are crafting an experiment in small-scale farming, land ownership, land stewardship, economics, and 

community. We believe that by reducing the financial burdens of land ownership and by sharing resources, young farmers will be 

able to earn a living and create an abundance that will benefit the greater community. 

http://www.permaculturenow.com/
http://permaculturexchange.com/
http://www.manav.org/courses/
http://www.manav.org/courses/
http://www.communitybydesignllc.org/the-project/


We now have a total of 156 chickens, 12 geese, 2 donkeys and 2 goats on the farm. The animals are a welcome addition and make 

the whole place more lively (and, in the case of the geese and roosters, much noisier!). The blueberries are starting to flower and we 

already have 20+ bee-hives on the site. The blackberries are, of course, starting to make a strong comeback so hand-weeding in the 

blueberry rows is in full swing. 

* * * * * * *  

A big thank you to Carrie Nardello όƳȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ {C ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊΗύ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΥ ά{ǇƘŜǊŜǎΦέ 

Interview with Jenny by Willi 

Willi: Tell me how you view permaculture and slow money. Do you have a sense of how those integrate in your life? Do you have 

examples of how that integrates? 

Jenny: ̧ ŜǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ LΩƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǎƭƻǿ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǎƻǊǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ project outside of 

Portland where we recently bought a sixty acre farm that is transitioning to organic, that is definitely in the slow money category. 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀǊƳǎΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ƛƴŎǳōŀǘƻǊΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŀ ǎeries of 

farmers - maybe six full time farm businesses that would have their own entrepreneurial business with their own client base, 

marketing, etc, but also sharing extensive resources, leasing land from this property, but not having to buy the land. 

{ƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴg term lease farmers on the site. 

Willi: Nice 

Jenny: !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǊŀǘŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻǿ ƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜvel 

ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊǘƎŀƎe at the same time that they are trying to start a small 

farming business, which is really hard to do. 

The return on the investment is not cash, but rather successful small organic / biodynamic farms, building topsoil, and building 

capacity for local farm entrepreneurs. The land and the infrastructure, the buildings, all the things that are going in are essentially 

charitable donations to the project. 

²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀǊƳ ƛƴŎǳōŀǘƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎts where they want you 

to come in for three or four years and then you are more or less launched out of the nest at that point, we are really hoping to 

attract people that want to stay long term. 

Willi: Is this the LLC project on your website? 

Jenny: Yes, this is the Community By Design Project. 

Willi: hƘΣ ŎƻƻƭΦ /ǳȊΩ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΚ ! ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀƭ 

document correct? 

Jenny: Yes. We are looking at how legal, financial, and social contǊŀŎǘǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ƻŦ άŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎέΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƎs 

that actually support those ethics and are much more transparent contracts. 

Willi: Oh, okay. 

On this project, some farmers will be residents, and others will live nearby and commute to the farm. For the farmers residents living 

on site, we need a governance structure set up so that we can manage the residential area and be good neighbors. In addition, for 

all the farmers, there needs to be protocols for sharing equipment and tools that are really straightforward. 

The farmers will belong to a Cooperative - ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǎ ƻƴŜ ǾƻǘŜΦ ²ŜΩre buying the 

equipment up front as a one-time charitable donation to the project, and after that the management and care of all the equipment 

will under the purview of the Co-op. Everything from tractors, to the woodshop, greenhouses, road maintenance, fencing, etc. will 

http://www.carrienardello.com/
http://www.communitybydesignllc.org/the-project/
http://www.communitybydesignllc.org/the-project/


be managed by the co-op. We are developing systems that allow us to easily keep track of equipment usage so we can simply bill 

monthly according to hours used on the equipment, space used in the buildings (walk-in cooler, barns) in order that equipment is 

kept in good shape, blades get sharpened, fences repaired, etc. By forming the co-ƻǇ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

redundancies in equipment that can be very expensive for farmers. 

Willi: Right. 

Jenny: hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƛŘŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻoking at a governance structure that allows us to make decisions in really healthy ways that 

also allows us to remain peers and good neighbors, but also get the necessary work done, and embed excellent conflict resolution 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ōŜȅƻnd the consensus model, into something that is a little more streamlined, a little more action 

oriented than process oriented. 

Willi: hƪŀȅ ŎƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΚ 

Jenny: LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿΦ LǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǊ {ƻŎƛƻŎǊŀŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфплΩǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

originally designed for an electronics company that wanted to experiment with a more engaged workforce, having more access to 

the various tiers of management and manufacturing, with the goals of creating a superior product, very satisfied customers, a 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜΣ ƭƻǿ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ŀǘǘǊƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǘŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ōȅ άŎƻƴǎŜƴǘέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ by 

consensus. 

Willi: Got it. 

Jenny: Lƴ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άYǊƛƴƎǎέΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ 5ǳǘŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ - one is a 

άŎƛǊŎƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ άŀǊŜƴŀέΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƎŜǘ ŘƻƴŜΦ !ƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘe best 

ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ άǎǇƘŜǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΦέ 

²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǎǇƘŜǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŎŜss or that 

activity. It really minimizes conflict within the group right away. 

{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳǇΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘǊȅ ƎǊƻǳǇΤ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ in on our 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎ κ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎŜ ǾŜǊǎŀΚ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭƛǎǘƛŎ ƳƻŘŜl ς for example 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

Within your group you have a lot of autonomy, a lot of decision making authority to move your projects forward as a group with a 

ƭƻǘ ƭŜǎǎ ƳŜŘŘƭƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎΣ ŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ wǳƭŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Σ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴΣ ȅou review 

the minutes from the previous meeting, etc. When an item is being discussed and actions decided each person in the group is asked 

ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άǇŀǊŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜΦ You can say 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊŀȊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ōǳǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǘ ƛǘΦέ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ. There are lots of 

resources online, including its history, what kinds of groups are using it with success, and explanations of the underlying tenets of 

ŎȅōŜǊƴŜǘƛŎǎΣ ƻǊ άǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎέΦ LǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘheir own spheres of influence, 

accomplish goals without having to bog down the entire group, have clear agreements, and move the entire organization forward 

successfully. 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ 

Willi: Oh yea, it does. 

Willi: Tell me if you think that the permaculture convergences, or those meetings, can help lead us to a new form of governance. 

Jenny: L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƻ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ aŀƴȅ of 

us are working very ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέΣ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ όŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 



end up in a tedious process), and not have animosity resulting from a governance process that end up feeling like a waste of time. 

In the social permaculture world, many people are experimenting with lots of different modalities, and I find dynamic governance to 

ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ LΩƳ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻǾŜǘŀƛƭ with the 

permaculture ethics and human guilds. 

Willi: hƪŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ 

Jenny: Yes, I often attend, sometimes get to be a speaker, and sometimes lead a workshop. Last year I was a speaker at the 

Convergence in Oregon. 

Willi: Okay, can you see the actual convergences and that organization of those yearly meetings as an alternative to some of these 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΚ 

Jenny: ̧ ŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ governance but the 

convergence is a way for us as a bioregion of permaculture folks to get together and network and hang out and have a lot of fun 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ǳp to. The keynote 

speakers are usually showcasing new projects, are expanding into new areas, and have something exciting to share with a bigger 

ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛs. 

Willi: Gotcha. So I did partake in the North West convergence last year and had a great time and did present as well. 

Jenny: LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳǊ ƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǳǊ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ 

before ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŦǘȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōƛƻ-region is growing 

very quickly, as well as across the US and internationally. We are seeing a critical mass where our ranks are swelling very quickly, and 

particularly amongst a lot of young people. We work hard to accommodate more and more people so that they can get exposure 

and get networked. 

Willi: Jenny how do you define your bioregion? 

Jenny: I would say Cascadia - west of the Cascade Mountains, from southern British Columbia, down through Washington, Oregon, 

and Northern California. 

Willi: hƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ hŎŎǳǇȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƻǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

life. 

Jenny: LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ hŎŎǳǇȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎƻ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΣ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 

ǘƘŜƳ млл҈Φ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōǳǎȅΣ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 

permaculture is a growing interest where I am. 

Willi: Okay, very interesting. Well, how can you grow the permaculture economy within the current sagging one? Do you see any 

challenges in there? 

Jenny: Many challenges but a stunning amount of opportunities as well. Looking at the ethical structure (or lack of ethics in these 

structures) of the myriad contracts we negotiate, whether social contracts, legal contracts, and financial contracts; I think we all 

agree that most of these contract are failing us at a fundamental level. 

It moves us to really look at the decentralization of our various systems. One of the things I really love about permaculture is that it 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘΣ ŘŜŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳǊōŀƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ decentralized 

ȊƻƴŜǎ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ǎŎŀƭŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǾels. 

And so how do we in our neighborhoods, move off grids of all kinds. Water is a good example - fifteen years ago it was illegal to 

catch water off your own roof. How do we push our legislatures to change laws so that we can have access to localized systems? 

How much water would a neighborhood need, how can we have many cisterns of different sizes, what water-saving strategies can 

we use, etc. 



Urban farming is another great example. In 2010 Seattle declared the Year of Urban Agriculture and they passed laws to facilitate 

access to urban food ς they expanded household chickens from 3 to 8, they opened up all the parking strips to grow food, it is now 

legal to sell things you grow on your property (produce, plants, seeds), and this year passed a new Cottage Food Law so you can sell 

specific things made in your non-commercial home kitchen. 

To support a thriving local economy we have to look at how we spend our dollars and use our economic contracts with people in a 

ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ς financial capital, social capital, topsoil capital, and so on. A large part of building the local 

economy and creatinƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǎƘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

circulate enormously throughout your local economy much more than a credit card or a debit card at a store. 

Toby Hemenway talks about urban food zones: zone one is what you grow in your garden, zone two might be what you can get from 

your neighborhood; and if your neighborhood is participating then it can probably be a lot. It could be eggs, and it could be 

somebody that makes something else from fruit, and as skill sets build and our horticultural pallet expands so our neighborhoods 

will have quite a lot to offer. Zone three would be what you get from your farmers market, where you have a relationship with the 

person who grows your food. Zone four would be co-op, and again the smaller, the more local and dedicated your co-op is, the 

better off you are. And finally zone five of food would be when you have to go to big box stores. 

If you can prioritize spending within your community and actively supporting local businesses you will notice new webs of 

relationships emerging, which include interesting specialties, depth of skills in your neighborhood, friendships, and a more resilient 

form of commerce. 

Willi: Right; So, Jenny or you pro or anti capitalism or neither? Or how does that work for you? How does that work in transition? 

Jenny: I really stay away from absolute terms like that, and I would say that I am really pro economics, and going to the root of that 

ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ άƻƛƪƻǎέΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴΚ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴd 

come back to choosing to support our neighborhood commerce as well. Richness in our lives comes from so much more than money 

ς so to me commerce is a rich tapestry of a gift economy, barter, sliding-scale, and charging full-price. I want to look at our 

economics in a really healthy way. I need to make a livelihood, I need to earn money, and how do I do that in a way that serves my 

ŜǘƘƛŎǎΦ !Ǝŀƛƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΦ L ŎƘŀǊƎŜ Ŏƻnsultants 

rates, and I offer a sliding scale that can include barter. I try to scale it according to who my client is, and then I endeavor to spend 

my money in a really ethical way. 

L ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ L Ŏŀƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ŎŀǎƘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ L Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǘŜǊ CŀƛǊΣ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ had a 

credit card, and so far have managed to avoid debt. I find that being in servitude too much to the dollar is just not a very fun way to 

ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜΦ LΩǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅΣ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǊƛŎƘ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōecause I have 

kind of an attitude of abundance, and I know how to live inexpensively. 

Willi: ±ŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛōŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 

ŀƎŜΚ Iƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΚ 

Jenny: If I had endless founts of money I would hire people to write poetry and songs in honor of all of these things. Artists have the 

unique skill of translating what may take me pages and pages of text into a metaphor that people can really grasp ς ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

metaphor that we are hard-wired to remember ς the story rather than the explanation. Reconnecting to those deeper patterns, 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳΦ 

I have a small child, and I raised him from an infant to be an extremely pattern literate, and to understand the deeper cycles of life ς 

and at age 5 he is confident and clear of how that is reflected in himself and the cosmos. The pattern of a brain cell is the same 

pattern of the universe, the movement of your blood is like tƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣ ŜǘŎΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ L 

find that Permaculture in the Arts is an emerging part of our culture, and look forward very much to watching and participating in 

that new/old story coming to the fore. 

Willi: Nice. 

http://patternliteracy.com/


Jenny: As someone who has the great opportunity to speak to diverse audiences I try to infuse my language with those symbols and 

those metaphors in an artistic way, so that people have a deeper connection to the narrative. 

Willi: Right on. 

Jenny: LǘΩǎ ǿƘat they remember, and so you have to pepper your educational opportunities with all kinds of really rich storytelling. 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άhƴŎŜ ¦Ǉƻƴ ŀ tŜŀƪ ¢ƛƳŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5 or 6 

generations post-ǇŜŀƪΦ L ŀǎƪ Ƴȅ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŦƛǊŜ нлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŜǇƛŎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

tŜŀƪέΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƛōŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƛǾŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŘƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƧǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ-kind. People get 

really emotional when they realize they are the ancestors, and they have to examine what they are (or are not) doing to move 

through this Peak Moment. I think ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǊƛōŜΩs story is going to be different - ŦǊƻƳ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǘƻ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

be a different story and of course what you choose to do now will greatly impact the future of your descendants. 

Willi: Can you give me another metaphor besides the tribe that you do when you use it? 

Jenny: !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǳǎŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

bring something to the table? People in our culture have a bad habit of filling up at the table where someone else planted, 

harvested, and cooked the food, eating more than their fill, and then walking away without doing the dishes! You need to bring 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΗ ¸ƻǳ could be a knitter, you could be a 

ŎƻōōƭŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǎŜŀƳǎǘǊŜǎǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀlly matter 

ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ 

so that you have a place in your community, and that the community needs you, and that you need the community back. I think a lot 

of folks get distracted by wanting to be self-sufficient, but really I think tƘŀǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛng, and 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘ Ŝach other and to rely on each other and allows us to creatively 

problem solve. 

²ƘŜƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ L ǿǊƛǘŜ άtƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎέ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ 

something pre-ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜŘΦ bƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ asking everyone to slave all day cooking, just to have a deeper connection to 

the food at some level! 

Willi: ¢ŜǊǊƛŦƛŎΦ LΩƭƭ ŀǎƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜΚ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀnd 

projects; how can we make those folks more competitive? 

Jenny: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ L Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ 

So I personally would rather have one beautifully made, hand knitted sweater rather than thirty from a big-box store. Then you 

value of that product, maybe know where it came from, perhaps understand its provenance, or its origins / source, then it has some 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƧǳƴƪΦ !ƴŘ ǘo help and 

respect and honor the work those goes into things and pay the real price for things. The main reason that things are so cheap these 

days is that fossil fuels are so cheap. When gas is at ten dollars a gallon it will be different. I encourage people to make choices to 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ {ƻ ƛǘΩs just 

a relearning, a reconnecting to the value of things. 

* * * * * * *  

Jenny Pell Bio - 

Jenny is a permaculture designer, consultant, and teacher based in Seattle, WA. Jenny specializes in edible landscapes, urban 

permaculture, and creating "living genetic banks" of useful and valuable plant materials on projects large and small. Recent designs 

include a 7-acre permaculture food forest on public lands in Seattle, a two-acre demonstration garden at Evergreen State College, 

and a collaborative project integrating permaculture on a 60-acre organic farm outside of Portland, OR. She has a small urban farm 

in Seattle where she experiments with mixed annual and perennial hedgerows. 

http://communityalchemy.com/TRIBE/TRIBESWilliPaul.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/ppatch/locations/BeaconFoodForest.htm


Connections ς 

Jenny Pell 

jennypell at gmail.com 

http://www.permaculturenow.com 

http://www.communitybydesignllc.org/the-project/ 
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http://www.communitybydesignllc.org/the-project/


 

 

Justice Begins with Seeds Conference - Interview with Presenter Katherine Zavala , IDEX. Presented by 

the biosafetyalliance.org.May 18 ς 19, 2012, SF. By Willi Paul, Planetshifter.com Magazine. 

The purpose of the upcoming Justice Begins with Seeds conference is to grow the food sovereignty movement by advancing learning 

and building coalitions between the GMO counter-movement in the US, and other movements thriving to develop sustainable food 

systems, alleviate climate change through soil practices, defend the rights of indigenous communities, reduce social inequalities and 

encourage citizen democracy against corporatocracy. 

* * * * * * *  

Interview with Katherine by Willi 

As a symbol, what does a handful of GMO seeds mean to you? 

GMO seeds represent a threat to securing a sustainable food source for future generations. 

Are food aid orgs bringing GMO food / seed to underfed areas in the world? 

Right now the Gates Foundation has been promoting an initiative called AGRA ς Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa. AGRA 

promotes expensive, subsidized fertilizers, pesticides and hybrid seeds, a concept that is not economically or environmentally 

sustainable. It puts the private sector in charge of the seed supply and replaces public and local seed systems. In addition, the Green 

Revolutions reduces resilience and creates a high level of dependency on subsidies and credit, putting small scale farmers at high 

risk.* (Source: Food Sovereignty Systems: Feeding the World, Regenerating Ecosystems, Rebuilding Local Economies and Cooling the 

Planet ς all at the same time ς November 2011) 

As has been mentioned in many sources of information the Gates Foundation has embraced genetic engineering technologies for its 

ventures into Africa. The development of GMOs has not reflected the needs of consumers, smallholder farmers, or the environment 

but has explicitly been along lines to maximize profits of multinational corporations (such as Monsanto, which holds the patents on 

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3237442277
http://www.idex.org/
http://biosafetyalliance.org/
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3237442277


over three-quarters of the GMO seeds currently being planted) and reflects the view of the world of the technocratic elements of 

society - the engineers, businesspeople, and bureaucrats. GMOs embody power differentials in our society. 

Do you feel that issues of food security are understood by the first world? 

[ƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΣ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ Ƙave a 

bias perspective on this question. But in general, if you look at the heavy subsidies that the First World governments are providing to 

farmers to ensure that massive monoculture conventional type of farming is being practiced to the point where corn is 

overproduced and given as feed for animals, there is a lack of understanding of what food security means for mƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

population. 

Does IDEX promote permaculture as a localization strategy? If so, how? 

International Development Exchange (IDEX) identifies, evaluates, and grows the best ideas from local leaders and organizations to 

alleviate poverty and injustice around the world. IDEX supports community-led solutions that are making a huge difference for 

people living in extreme poverty. The initiatives come from people who want to create change for themselves. We provide the 

financial support. 

Local leaders and community members do the rest. The work or our grantees typically integrate two or more of our core themes: 

ω ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ 

ω .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎ 

ω /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 

For many of the communities IDEX supports, land, water, and seeds are central to their survival, livelihoods and health. 

Permaculture is part of the agroecological practices our partner organizations value and promote to secure sustainability of their 

community livelihoods. 

Together with these themes, our partners and grantees work in ways that honor the rights of women, indigenous communities and 

other minorities, reflect economic, social, cultural, and political realities, and create solutions that have commitment from the 

grassroots. 

Please tell us what the key principles are in sustainable agriculture? 

Thanks to the learnings of our South African partners: Biowatch and {ǳǊǇƭǳǎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŀǎŜŘ in Durban and Cape Town 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎƘared with us the core principles of agroecology, which is the model for sustainable agriculture. All the 

following text comes from a three-Řŀȅ ŀƎǊƻŜŎƻƭƻƎȅ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ {ǳǊǇƭǳǎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

Biosafety and the Right to Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty Campaign. 

Agroecology (AE) came about with the convergence of two scientific disciplines: agronomy (the study of soil management and crop 

production) and ecology (the study of the relationships between organisms and the environment). As a science, AE is the application 

of ecological science to the study, design and management of sustainable agro-ecosystems. 

As a set of agricultural practices, AE seeks ways to enhance agricultural systems by mimicking natural processes, thus creating 

beneficial biological interactions and synergies between the components of the agro-ecosystem. It provides the most favorable soil 

conditions for plant growth, particularly by managing organic matter and by raising soil biotic activity. 

Agroecology has the following core principles - it:  

ω wŜŎȅŎƭŜǎ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƛƴǇǳǘǎΤ 

ω LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜǎ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΤ 

ω 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƎǊo-ecosystems over time and space; 

ω 5ƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎǊƻǇΤ 

ω 5ƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛȊŜǊǎΤ 

http://www.surpluspeoplesproject.org.za/


ω CƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ όŜǾŜǊȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƛƭΣ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎk), rather 

than focusing on individual species; and 

ω Lǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ-ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

delivered from the top down. 

Agroecology as a basis for change - It is a counter movement to enable small-scale farmers and farm workers/ farm dwellers to take 

control of their natural resources and manage their environment in a sustainable way. It is viewed as an emancipatory political 

project based on social and economic justice, and rooted in ecologically sound practice. 

Agroecology is not a one-size-fits-all approach ς geographical and cultural diversity is important. Agroecology should be linked to 

broader social, political, cultural and economic transformation. 

It would logical that the rich agri-business companies would have the most resources to assist NPOs? Are GMO's being forced 

upon people in need? 

Five giant corporations (Monsanto, DuPont, Syngenta, Bayer, Dow) dominate the US$4.5 billion (2004 figures) global market for GE 

seed with income coming from seed sales and the technology fees farmers have to pay for using patented seeds. They are selling 

only two types of GE crops: herbicide resistant crops that allows the farmers to spray more herbicide; and crops that behave like 

insecticides. 

Worldwide the US grows the most genetically engineered crops with an estimated 54.6 million hectares of GE crops produced in 

2006. Argentina comes second with 18 million hectares, followed by Canada, Brazil, China, Paraguay, India and South Africa in eighth 

place. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ .ƛƻǿŀǘŎƘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ Da ƳŀƛȊŜ ǘƻ ǳƴǎǳǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ άŦǊŜŜέ 

ǎŜŜŘΦ ά¸ƛŜƭŘDǳŀǊŘέ Da ƳŀƛȊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ Da ƳŀƛȊŜ ƛǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ be 

planted, what the environmental and health risks are, or that the GM maize can contaminate their traditional maize varieties. 

CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ tƻƴƎƻƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ Dahǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ άƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ bŀŎƪέ 

to the free maize seed! 

How are poverty and issues of food security connected? Can you give us some examples? 

In Africa, GMOs are marketed as a solution to poverty and food security and an opportunity African farmer should not miss. Since 

IDEX has been partnering with community-based organizations in South Africa for several years, we are familiar about the contextual 

situation in regards to GM crops. South Africa is the one of 7 developing countries worldwide, which are growing GM crops for 

commercial purposes, and I believe the only country in Africa producing a GE crop as part of the staple food of its population ς GE 

white maize. South Africa imports and exports GM maize as animal feed. 

South Africa now devotes an estimated 300,000 hectares to growing GE white and yellow maize, soybean and cotton. About 80% of 

the cotton grown in South Africa is GE. Field trials have been conducted on potatoes, wheat, canola, sugarcane, apple, eucalyptus, 

strawberry, sugar beet, tomato and sweet potato to identify GE varieties for commercial production. 

South African agriculture mirrors the high levels of inequality in the country. There is large-scale industrialized commercial farming 

sector and a small-scale, labor intensive, low input sector where farming is often one of a number of livelihood strategies for poor 

rural households. 

Commercial agriculture produces most of the food for the country and makes an important contribution to export earnings. Small-

scale agriculture is largely confined to the former apartheid ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

population and 70% of the poor. Most small-scale farming contributes to the survival of poor rural households with any surplus sold 

on local markets to meet cash needs. 

Most of the usage of GE crops is mainly in the commercial sector. Commercial farmers are accustomed to buying seeds and other 

inputs. Most small-scale farmers save seed from the harvest for planting. 



In South Africa, the uptake of GE crops amongst small-scale farmers have been limited to schemes (government packages) where 

farmers receive a package of inputs and support and loans from the Land Bank. Even though industry reports have indicated an 

increase of yields of up to 220 per cent for small-scale GE cotton and maize farmers in South Africa, the farmers risk getting trapped 

in debt cycles if their crops fail and they are not able to repay loans and buy seed again. 

South Africa has never developed a policy on Genetically Engineered crops, nor included the public in decision-making about GE 

activities in the country. The National Department of Agriculture is responsible for both promoting and regulating GMOs and 

biosafety, while the Department of Health is responsible for labeling legislation and monitoring health impacts. The Department of 

Environmental Affairs and Tourism, the lead agent for biosafety and biodiversity has been silenced by other more influential 

government departments and has almost no say over the impact of GMOs on the environment. 

South Africa does have a GMO Act 15 of 1997, which is supposed to regulate the production and release of GMOs in the country and 

should address biosafety concerns. Regulations passed in 1999 cover permits, risk assessment, registration of facilities, public 

notification of a proposed trial or general release of GMOs, accidents, waste management and appeals. 

The GMO Act contains a number of flaws. It does not make adequate provisions for risk assessments, it imposes liability for 

environmental and other damage on the end user (farmer or consumer) rather than the provider, and it does not allow for proper 

public input or oversight in permit granting procedures. 

The Act is essentially a mechanism to fast-track permits for field trials, commercial releases and the import and export of GE crops. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ό9L!ύ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ Dah ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ 

There has been no public policy process to determine the use of GE in South Africa and decision-making has been characterized by a 

lack of transparency and denial of access to information, as it was witnessed in the High Court case between Biowatch South Africa, 

Monsanto and the Department of Agriculture. 

Biowatch is a small South African non-governmental organization campaigning in the public interest for sustainable agriculture, 

ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ōƛƻǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ όDa) crops 

in South African agriculture. It has always argued that there are health and environmental risks resulting from this technology, and 

that it diminishes food security and food sovereignty. 

In 2000, the state had consistently refused to provide Biowatch with requested official information about the planting of GM crops 

in South Africa. As a result, Biowatch was forced to take legal action to exercise its constitutional right to this information. 

This litigation brought in the public interest by Biowatch to compel the Department of Agriculture to provide access to information 

held by it, relating to permits for the introduction of genetically modified food and crops in South Africa, was held in court in May 

2004. 

Biowatch originally instituted the action ς relying on its constitutional right of access to information ς against the Registrar Genetic 

Resources, Executive Council for Genetically Modified Organisms and the Minister Agriculture (all high-level entities). Monsanto 

intervened in the court case, on the basis that it needs to protect its commercial confidentiality. The parties were later joined by 

{ǘƻƴŜǾƛƭƭŜŘ tŜŘƛƎǊŜŜŘ {ŜŜŘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝƭǘŀ ŀƴŘ tƛƴŜ [ŀƴŘΣ ōƻǘƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǎŀƴǘƻΩǎ D9 ǎŜŜŘΦ 

This is a classic case of where huge multinational interests are protected by the government, at the expense of transparency, 

democracy and social justice. Not only are these corporations unaccountable, but the government in the courts is now acting to 

protect their interests. 

This case was conducted on the basis for Africa and its people to have the right to make an informed choice about what they grow 

and eat and not be subjected to inappropriate political pressure to compromise their food security. 

In 2009 Constitutional Court Justice Albie Sachs handed down judgment in the Biowatch case, calling the case "a matter of great 

interest to the legal profession, the general public, and bodies concerned with public interest litigation." Justice Sachs set aside the 



costs order awarded against Biowatch in favor of Monsanto and further awarded legal costs in the High Court hearings in favor of 

Biowatch and against the state. The bench of eleven judges was unanimous in its decision. 

The judgment in the Constitutional Court was the culmination of a nine-year legal battle. The case has important implications for 

South African justice. It means that organizations acting in the public interest will be able to litigate to gain their rights without 

necessarily expecting the "chilling effect" of costs orders against them. This bodes well for public confidence in the South African 

legal system. 

"This verdict is a victory for Biowatch but also sets an important precedent for all those promoting the public interest", has said Rose 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ .ƛƻǿŀǘŎƘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ Ϧ.ƛƻǿŀǘŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ aƻƴǎŀƴǘƻ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ ²e 

wish to thank the many hundreds of individuals and organizations who have supported us during the course of the case, as well as 

the Legal Resources Centre for representing us so ably." 

YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ .ƛƻ ς 

A native of Peru, Katherine has been with the IDEX team since 2005 specializing in partnership development, participatory 

grantmaking and social justice philanthropy. Katherine travels regularly to Guatemala, Mexico and South Africa as part of IDEX site 

visits and selection of new grantees. Katherine is passionate about bridging global learnings from IDEX Partners with local US-based 

organizations and supports spaces for exchanges of experiences and information. KatherineŹs most illuminating experience was 

volunteering with an indigenous women-led organization in Guatemala for 5 months, supporting their economic development and 

training programs. Katherine earned a MasterŹs in International Relations from San Francisco State University in 2005. 

Connections ς 

Katherine Zavala, Program Manager 

Grassroots Alliances 

International Development Exchange (IDEX) 

Katherinez at idex.org 
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Justice Begins with Seeds Conference - Interview #2 with GMO Educator & Presenter Pamm Larry, labelgmos.org. Presented 

bybiosafetyalliance.org. May 18 ς 19, SF. By Willi Paul, Planetshifter.com Magazine. 

The purpose of the upcoming conference is to grow the food sovereignty movement by advancing learning and building coalitions 

between the GMO counter-movement in the US, and other movements thriving to develop sustainable food systems, alleviate 

climate change through soil practices, defend the rights of indigenous communities, reduce social inequalities and encourage citizen 

democracy against corporatocracy. 

Please see Justice Begins with Seeds Conference Interview #1 withPresenter Katherine Zavala, IDEX. By Willi Paul, Planetshifter.com 

Magazine. 

* * * * * * *  

From labelgmos.org - 

The Health Risks of Genetically Engineered Foods Are Unclear 

Unlike the strict safety evaluations required for the approval of new drugs, the safety of genetically engineered foods for human 

consumption is not adequately tested. There have been NO long-term studies conducted on the safety of genetically engineered 

foods on humans. The issue of GM food safety was first discussed at a meeting of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the 

World Health Organization (WHO) and biotech representatives in 1990. The "substantial equivalence" concept was proposed in early 

1996. The adoption of the concept of substantial equivalence allowed permission to market and sell new foods without any safety or 

toxicology tests as long as they were not too different in chemical composition to foods already on the market. [See FDA GRAS 

proposal] To decide if a modified product is substantially equivalent, the product is tested by the manufacturer for unexpected 

changes in a limited set of variables such as toxins, nutrients or allergens that are known to be present in the unmodified food. If 

these tests show no significant difference between the modified and unmodified products, then no further food safety testing is 

required. 

* * * * * * *  

Interview with Pamm by Willi 

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3237442277
http://www.labelgmos.org/
http://biosafetyalliance.org/
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3237442277
http://planetshifter.com/node/2014
http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodIngredientsPackaging/GenerallyRecognizedasSafeGRAS/ucm083058.htm
http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodIngredientsPackaging/GenerallyRecognizedasSafeGRAS/ucm083058.htm


What are some of the short-term and long-term effects of eating GMO foods? 

We don't know as there have been NO long term human studies on these foods. Animal studies indicate problems, AND both sides 

do not recognize the respective science of the other side. This is why we want them labeled: to not be part of a long term 

experiment without our consent. 

What is the EPA and FDA track record on GMOs? 

They deregulate them with fervor and are ramping-up deregulations even more, despite outcries from the public, organizations and 

businesses around the country. They listen to industry and not to the people who want GMOs labeled. Over 90% routinely poll in 

favor of labeling. In terms of protecting organic or non-GMO farmers: they protect the AGBIO industry, not those whose livelihoods 

depend on food produced from seeds instead of a laboratory. 

Tell us about the forces that are fighting to not label GMO foods? 

They are the chemical companies that produce the genetically engineered seeds and all the chemicals that the farmer has to buy to 

use them. They are the large monoculture agribusiness companies who are shoving out small farmers and poisoning us, the soil and 

our planet. They are the huge grocery stores who are afraid folks will not want to buy GMO foods (and they are often on the boards 

of directors of the other companies mentioned above.) It is all the forces out there that fight food sovereignty of the people so they 

can make a profit while ruining the world. 

Where is the CA Right to Know Genetically Engineered Food Act now? What are the next steps? 

We handed in almost a million signatures to the state on May 2. We are now building our alliances and endorsements to show all 

Californians that this is broad based and we will not back down, like every legislative effort has. 

Is there a home test to detect GMOs? 

Not that I know of. 

What about GMO, pets and their food? 

We had to focus on ONE thing that could get a crack in the door. That is labeling of the foods on the US market in processed foods 

and that were genetically engineered themselves. To include all sorts of other things would have made this far more difficult to get 

voted in. Once this is voted in, I believe legislation will be much easier to get through...and that form of law making is far less 

expensive and difficult than an initiative. 

Is Labelgmo.org doing independent tests on the food? 

Not yet. 

Can you estimate how many non-GMO foods that are on the shelf at WholeFoods? Rainbow Grocery in SF? At the Grand Ave 

Weekend Farmers Market? 

WholeFoods? Actually I went looking for them awhile back and it wasn't all that easy to find them. Although not all of Whole foods 

wants labels, some in that chain are very conscious and try to do the right thing. They are transitioning to the Non-GMO Project 

verified label soon. I am not familiar with Rainbow Grocery. I have never seen soy, cottonseed oil, sugar beets, canola oil, field corn, 

Hawaiian papaya at any Farmer's Markets. The only crops before that could have been transgenics (which are what this law 

addresses) are zucchini and crookneck squash. This year, transgenic sweet corn will be on the market. So, in terms of Farmer's 

Markets- this law basically doesn't even apply to them much (except for the three crops mentioned). Short answer for farmer's 

markets = 3 are GMO so the rest aren't. 

Do organic food producers want to disclose their GMO content? 

I don't know as I'm not an organic food producer, but my guess would be no. 



* * * * * * *  

Pamm's Bio ς 

Pamm Larry is a mother, a grandmother, a former midwife and farmer. She has lived in Chico, California for 34 years, has always 

ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦƻƻŘΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊΩǎ Ǌights 

and is the Original Instigator for the initiative and Northern California Director for Label GMOs.org 

Connections ς 

Pamm Larry 

labelgmos.org 

plarry at labelgmos.org 
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!ǇǇƭŜ{ŜŜŘ tŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ New Land Managers Program. Interview with Dyami Nason-Regan and Ethan Roland by Willi 

Paul, Permaculture Exchange 

http://appleseedpermaculture.com/appleseed-land-managers/
http://permaculturexchange.com/


Are you interested in finding a piece of land to steward, manage, farm on and grow with for the next 1-10 years? Would you like to 

start an agricultural enterprise or educational farm without the challenges of purchasing land? Appleseed Permaculture is glad to 

announce our new project, AppleSeed Land Managers. 

Essentially, we build symbiotic relationships that put people on the land and generate multiple forms of capital for everyone 

involved. Land managers will receive compensation for their services, and land owners will achieve returns on their investments in 

financial, material, living, social, or cultural forms of capital. We are building this match-making service to meet the parallel unmet 

ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

communities. We invite you to be among the first people who try a new approach to meeting property management and 

development needs by engaging in the AppleSeed Land Managers process. 

* * * * * * *  

Interview with Dyami and Ethan by Willi 

¸ƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ !ǇǇƭŜ{ŜŜŘ [ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ά.ŜȅƻƴŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦέ 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴΚ 

Land Managers was born out of our observation of the social and cultural systems in which we live. We run a thriving permaculture 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŦƛǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΥ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜΣ Ŝnergy or 

financial capital to manifest fully functioning permaculture systems. Our clients do often have living capital in the form of land but 

lack the intellectual, experiential and temporal capital necessary for its regeneration. At the same time, organic farmers, 

permaculture designers and eco-social entrepreneurs are struggling to get access to land to grow food, their own experience, and 

their businesses. 

AppleSeed Land Managers is a perfect solution for both parties. It functionally interconnects land and people to offer opportunities 

for multi-capital exchange and development. Traditional property management is one-sided, and often focuses on fossil-fuel-

consuming "aesthetics", or at best functional maintenance. Land Managers offers a completely different paradigm: Land owners and 

land managers collaborate with each other to regenerate their local ecosystems and communities. 

AppleSeed Land Managers don't just "manage land". They build multiple forms of capital by creating right livelihoods based on 

integrated permaculture design strategies. For example, two positions we're currently looking to fill are a Farmer and Farm Educator 

at a private boys school. The Farmer will develop a diversified organic farm that provides 100% of the fruits, vegetables and nuts for 

the school and sell value-added niche crops to the local market. The Farm Educator will teach hundreds of students how to 

understand their ecosystem, integrate water and animals into the landscape and grow their own food. Both positions are full-time 

salaried positions with benefits. It's a win-win-win for the land managers, the school and the environment. 

²Ƙŀǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ άƳŀǘŎƘ ƭŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΚέ 

This is a brand new program so the learning has just begun. One thing that we're clear on is that we will only work with Land 

Managers and Land Owners who have committed to ongoing personal development and clear communication. We've also learned 

that although there are other programs working in the same realm as we are (Farm link, some land trusts, etc.), our interviews with 

potential land managers indicate they are not yet particularly enticing or effective. 

Is this a capitalist program? 

We envision a world of abundance, where earth-connected bioregional democracies empower all peoples to thrive and evolve to 

their fullest potential. 

And, we recognize that our current oppressive financial-capital-based system makes this difficult to achieve. 

²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ to navigate the transitions ς 

AppleSeed Land Managers is an excellent example of one such strategy. 

It functions well in the current world by providing opportunities for: 

http://appleseedpermaculture.com/appleseed-land-managers/


ω 9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

ω CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ϧ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ 

ω tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ use of un-used land 

While simultaneously preparing both Land Managers and Land Owners for a world of abundance by: 

ω 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ 

ω wŜ-skilling forgetful hands and re-membering ourselves as co-creative participants in the ecosystem 

ω CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-capital economy based on living capital 

What alternative economic policies and programs do you partake in? 

Through work with the Financial Permaculture Institute, AppleSeed Permaculture co-developed the 8 Forms of Capital to expand 

and transform the current economic paradigm towards permaculture. This lens supports us to understand our professional and 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊƛng non-

financial-capital legal agreements with our clients using the model. 

We are eco-social investors, investing financial, intellectual, experiential and temporal capital into viable enterprises around the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦ wŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘe Sapsquatch Maple Syrup, Gaia University International, the Carbon Farming Course 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Ǉƛƻǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǎŎŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅΣ ǘƘŜ Hudson Valley Current. 

How is the AppleSeed Land Managers program an example of whole-systems thinking? 

See our response to the first question. 

Having worked in corp. sustainability, civil land engineering and other ecology-related endeavors myself, can you explain how you 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǇǊŜŎǳǊǎƻǊ ŦƛŜƭŘǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΚ 

We build integrated project teams including firms from the professional design and corporate worlds. Our recent work with 

the Regenesis Grouphas helped us to understand the value of deep collaboration in quickly multiplying regenerative strategies. 

wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴŜ ǿƻƭŦΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōȅ ƘǳƳōƭȅ Ŏƻ-learning with the excellent and 

open-minded folks in from many different professions. 

What is working well at Gaia University these days? What could be improved? 

Gaia University just hosted its first online orientation with participants from all over the world (including embattled places like Syria) 

bringing the brilliant integrative tool-box of Gaia University to folks who otherwise might not be able to attend. Gaia University is 

also launching an upgraded Permaculture Diploma program providing opportunities for right livelihood and ongoing education after 

the Permaculture Design Course. 

Gaia University multiplies its impact with every new person that engages ς What would improve Gaia U right now is more people 

committing to build their eco-social design capacities by signing up for one of the programs! 

Iƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ άŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ŀ т ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘΚ 

Many of the things people do every day harm the environment. For example, driving cars or buying food from the grocery stores and 

turning on the lights in a house all release pollution into the sky. Carbon farming takes harmful pollution out of the air and puts it 

into the soil, where the plants can eat it and grow healthy delicious food for us to eat. 

Please visit permaculture exchange and tell me what you see? 

A great idea under development; excellent alignment with AppleSeed Land Managers. Can we open a Northeast USA mirror? 

Do you think that ecosystems exist more in our minds than on our lands? 

http://www.hudsonvalleycurrent.org/
http://www.regenesisgroup.com/
http://www.gaiauniversity.org/
http://permaculturexchange.com/


Are these two things separate? 

What is sacred to you? 

All the beautiful ones, and all the ugly ones, and all the bright-eyed ones, and all the exhausted ones, that sing their song as best 

they can in the middle of this crazy world. We bless them all as equally sacred, while grieving the misfortunes and atrocities that 

humans have chosen and humbly creating small offerings of great beauty as each sun rises and sets. 

For those of us striving to visit, what characterizes Eden? Tell us about the symbols and mythology of your Eden? 

Ripe persimmons and pawpaw ice cream. A swim in a stream-fed pond in June in the foothills of the mountains. The melody and 

harmony of our family singing to greet the day. 

Our sȅƳōƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎΧ hǳǊ 9ŘŜƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΦ ! Ƴŀǎǎ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

practices will allow for Eden to manifest right here on our earth. 

Not long ago we traveled to Ireland, seeking our ancestral soil and the seeds that grew in it. Our ancestors, the best of them and the 

worst of them, the Jews and the Catholics, the Greeks and the Romanians and the English and the Belarussians, the musicians and 

the cigar-rollers and the rubber factory machinists and the pickle-making-grocery-store-owners and the lawyers and the fisherman, 

grew and loved and lived and died right through the thick brambly mess of the development of the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǿŜǎǘŜǊƴέ ǎƻ-called 

άŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǿ ǇŀǾŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜs whole languages and squashes the songs of indigenous peoples 

wherever they struggle to survive on the planet. 

Our ancestors lived at the same time Dersu Uzala trapped sable over the Sihote-Alin, and at the same time Kristen Lavransdatter 

defied the laws of sin and sanctity in the name of love and truth, and at the same time hummingbird boy tried to sing the 

ŘƛǎƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜǊΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀ ²ŀǊǊŀƴƻǿŀƴƪƻƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ ŀ 

beautiful face into the trunk of a sycamore tree down the stream from our house, the legacy of which lives today in the Dutch name 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ άaƻƳōŀŎŎǳǎέΦFrom these myth-strings, and 20,000 more, we weave our Eden. 

* * * * * * *  

Bios ς 

Dyami Nason-Regan is a co-owner and lead designer at AppleSeed Permaculture LLC, where she guides the master planning process 

for regenerative developments and edible landscapes in the Delaware, Hudson, and Housatonic river valleys. In the spring and fall 

Dyami manages all installation projects at AppleSeed, transforming degraded and underused lawns, farms, and forests into food-

producing gardens of Eden. She holds an MS in Eco-Social Design from Gaia University, and a BS in nature-based mentoring from 

Empire State College. Her foundation as a permaculture designer developed through 7 years of nature awareness education in the 

lineage of Tom Brown Jr., Jon Young, and the global cultural mentoring community. She continues to support the work of Wild Earth 

and the Vermont Wilderness School, leading the teen outdoor immersion for the annual Art of Mentoring program in Vermont. At 

home, Dyami manages her family's small scale livestock and excels as a kitchen alchemist ς boldly transforming the local, seasonal, 

and wild foods into delicious and holistic meals. She models earth-care through self-care, remaining well-rested, well-fed, and joyful 

through all of her work and professional achievements. Overall, Dyami is a passionate regenerative designer who supports the 

people around her to build deep relationships with their local communities and ecosystems. 

Ethan Roland is an international expert on sustainable agriculture and permaculture design based in the Hudson River Valley. He 

studies and practices permaculture in all corners of the world, from the wild apple forests of Kazakhstan to the tropical monsoon 

ecosystems of Thailand. Ethan builds resilience for local and global communities through his design firm AppleSeed Permaculture 

LLC, organizes the Carbon Farming Course, and is redesigning the field of higher education through Gaia University - The University 

for World Changers. Along with seats on the board of the Apios Institute for Regenerative Perennial Agriculture and the Mindful 

Living Initiative, he holds an M.S. in Eco-Social Design and blogs his research on financial permaculture, ecosystem investing, and 

carbon farming at ŀǇǇƭŜǎŜŜŘǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦŎƻƳΩǎ ōƭƻƎ. 

Connections ς 

http://appleseedpermaculture.com/blog/


Dyami Nason-Regan and Ethan Roland 

design at appleseedpermaculture.com 

http://appleseedpermaculture.com 
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A Regenerative Ag Incubator for Veterans ς Interview withDeston Denniston, Vets Cafe Program (Pac NW) by Willi 

Paul,permaculture exchange 

ά!ǎ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ /ƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǘŀōle injuries or illnesses are classified by indelicate bureaucratic 

processes by the Armed Services medical staff, reinterpreted by VA doctors into their own bureaucratic forms, and then often 

returned to the soldier come vet with no recognizance of the veterans understanding of the diagnosis, let alone long term care and 

treatment priorities they face. PTSD or TBI account for a staggering 25% of all veterans claiming disability. Vets typically suffer one or 

the other severely, though seldom both concurrentlȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅΦέ 

Disabled Veteran's Challenges in Transition toward Higher Education by Deston Denniston 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±Ŝǘǎ /ŀŦŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿill be the creation of a functional farm, modeled after the finest regionally and climate 

appropriate examples of mixed perennial and animal production. As the name suggests, the program will host seasonal themed 

fund-ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǎǘǎΣ ά±Ŝǘǎ /ŀŦŜǎέΣ ŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōration of all things farm, from pasture to plate. In addition to CSA and Direct Marketing, 

accents of business operations that create regional draw in the manner of retreat and education centers will quietly promote the 

real Mission of the program, which is to provide veterans with skills in conservation, agriculture, forestry, ecology and business 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

RFP: Seeking Washington State Host Site for Veterans Entrepreneurial Training & Studies in Conservation, Agriculture, Forestry 

and Ecology by Deston Denniston 

* * * * * * *  

Interview with Deston by Willi 

Why ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀ άŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǘǎΚ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƴƛŎƘŜǎΦ tƭŀƴǘ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƻǘǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƘŀōƛǘǎΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ϥϥǇǊǳƴŜŘέ ƻǊ otherwise 

encouraged to fit a shape. Just fitting in a space isn't the same as having a niche though. Some plants- and people- prune well. The 

training that vets go through, even if we never see combat, changes our shape forever. That doesn't mean that we all fit into a 

career military niche- if that was the case there would be a lot more re-enlistment and no forced service extensions. Being suited to 

a niche is different than being pruned to fit in a place. The 'pruning' of military service is extensive and, just like with plants, some 

http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/
http://permaculturexchange.com/
http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/include/pdfs/veteranscollegechallenge.pdf
http://permaculturexchange.com/business-development/vets-cafe-host-site/
http://permaculturexchange.com/business-development/vets-cafe-host-site/


can take it hard as it comes- grapes, or comfrey- and some don't take to it well at all- I'm thinking of a marjoram I nearly lost after 

cutting it back; the existing growth nearly died and it was 3 years before it grew more than a few leaves. 

After a traumatic injury, a huge amount of the body's and the minds energy and resources get tied up the recovery process. It can be 

months before a trauma survivor can absorb new and unfamiliar information- I mean have it stick and stay, to 'learn'. If the survivor 

doesn't have adequate supports, things become foreign to that individual; school, counsel, friends, family. This is alienation. 

Obviously this doesn't happen to every vet. But we should be aware that it happens too often. As an educator I need tools in my kit, 

skills with my words and hands and openness in my heart to see and check in and be present with those at risk of alienation. 

When a soldier who has been wounded by a roadside bomb, or watched a buddy die, or a person who has lived in intense danger for 

3 or 5 years, is dropped into a seat next to a person 10 years younger and who has no shared context with the vet save for being in a 

120 chair ENG101 classroom, its awkward. Some vets get annoyed. Some vets feel left behind, like his or her youth was lost. Others 

decide its too late in their career for college, drop out and re-up for another brain jarring enlistment... Its very difficult to make new 

social connections when one is carrying stories that will never be resolved, living with pain and scars that prevent normal, 

comfortable movement, and having memories of people where there are none now. Not knowing whether that young person next 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΣ ǳǇǎŜǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜΦΦΦΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴƻƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊΦ .Ŝǘǿeen training and 

trauma, vets are at a high risk of alienation and drop out in today's colleges. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǾŜǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΦ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǾŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻƴ-vet classmates. I 

have a paper on that linked here. Because of these challenges many vets are becoming proactive about connecting. I have vet pals I 

go talk conservation and ecology with on a regular basis. We run chainsaws, explore conservation projects, check-out trees. We 

ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǘ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏountry. 

tŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 9ǘƘƛŎǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ 

You make it seem that all vets are automatically troubled ς even ill. Your response? 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǘΦ bƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǾŜǘǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦ L ŘƛŘƴϥǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƛdent. Many 

soldiers operate in support functions far from engagement. Most of the combat vets, unless you catch them in a rough spot, you'd 

never know they were affected. However, its important to understand that as many as 1 in 4 vets returning form OEF/OIF have 

suffered TBI, traumatic brain injury, and that as many as half of those go undiagnosed or misdiagnosed. 50% or more have ratable 

PTSD as a result of service related trauma- ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǘΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜ ǎƘƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

the National Council of Disability's 2009 report on the DOD/VA's response to wounded service personnel. They've been to war. Hell 

on Earth. 

So perhaps half, even up to 70% of the vets returning from combat operations are scarred, emotionally, cognitively and/or physically 

when they return. Yet only 20% of them start out knowing they were traumatized at all, as many 'sucked it up' and 'drove on' when 

Řǳǘȅ ǊŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎŀǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

violence, or gruesome accidents, has only recently been understood to be disabling. So not every vet is scarred this way, but many 

who are will face challenges without a record of the injury or incident that led to the challenges they face, much less an 

understanding of how to face that challenge. That is something educators need to get a handle on if they want to be successful with 

ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ 

Do you think that Vets should have their own college in order to treat their wounds and nurture them? 

Not at all. Permaculturists know that many plants do better in a Guild. The same goes for any person. VETS_CAFE is short for 

ά±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƭƻƎȅέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

studies through a core that allows vets to build a network of peers within their existing collegiate environment and mentors from 

the community so that they may feel support vital to success. As they draw on this support, and become available to offer support to 

others they will also be transitioning into their new civilian context, becoming mentor and employers. Vets who have come through 

and are now valuable members of our communities are important role models for returning vets. It gives them direction and hope as 

they face their challenges. 

And we have such fine veteran mentors right here in our Permaculture cadre who are great examples of how to grow through this 

challenge. Permaculturists who are not vets also powerfully demonstrate the 'care for the people' ethic, and will understand that 

http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/include/pdfs/veteranscollegechallenge.pdf


this is an opportunity for a wonderful difference to be made in the quality of life for not just the vets, but the communities they will 

grow to serve. We'll have a functional farm, and one that facilitates transition from the military to a career in these fields. But it will 

be a farm, not as an institution, or non-profit. It will be a place for vets to gather and share work, picnics, etc., and it will be designed 

by the vets towards their visions and goals using permaculture's design principles, methods. 

Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǾŜǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ άƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƭƛŦŜΚέ 

I recall an art class I took years ago. I was really struggling with the idea of an assignment being interpretive. This is also when I was 

still very close to the head wound, just 2-о ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ άIƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀ ǘŀǎƪ ƭƛǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ- either the work is done or 

ƛǘǎ ƴƻǘΗέ- so the open ended nature of an interpretive assignment really confused me. My teacher, Dr. Vivian Varney was a old timer 

who I'm sure had worked with more than one shell shocked student (and a few hard-asses) in her tenure at Centralia College, and 

she was- is to this day- ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ǿƘƛǇΦ {ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ άǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ 

was to practice putting paint on 2 or more canvases a day, and to qualify and quantify the affect of the brush size stiffness, pressure, 

and angle and paint viscosity and thickness on those canvases. No worry about what I painted, it could be lines or shapes or figures 

or buildings, as long as I qualify and quantify the application of media. I could understand that. I now had clear objectives, goals. 

Many vets I speak to who don't have a team feel lost, ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǘΩǎ 

ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ƎǊƻƻǾȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦƻŎǳǎΤ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ŘŀƴƎŜǊous, make a 

person anxious, edgy. It can also be a tense but friendly competition- striving to give better support, supplies and resources than was 

standard just last month. Always striving for improvement. Knowing that my goals were clear and that the team- my arts class- 

would be able to use this stuff I was learning and that we would share the techniques we played with and together produce better 

and more interesting visual arts- this motivated me. 

Having teachers who understood that was priceless in keeping me in school. 

Why is the agriculture sector a wise place for Vets to study? 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ L ǎŀȅ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƛǎŜΣ LΩƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǿƘȅ ƛǘǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎŀǾǾȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ ǇƻƭȅŎǊƻǇ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ϷслΣ ϷтлΣ ϷулY (USD) an 

acre. Ohio State University is pushing the trend to $90k annually. These are intensive 1-2 acre projects, and in this kind of polycrop 

ƘƻǊǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜΦ ! ǾŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ƭƻŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ м-2 acres in the Peri-urban edges, and go to 

work; 20k is a good first year, but each year as trees come on line and the systems gains complexity, 10-15% or more produce comes 

on line. The property can pay itself off in 5-7 years, and then kids education and retirement funding- and occupation- happen right 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘΦ {ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾǾȅΦ 

As for wisdom, I'm at risk of being misinterpreted if I speak of Ag without some disclaimers here. First, using the word permaculture 

in colleges and in reference to academic study is only just now being taken seriously in the USA. Agriculture has been a subject of 

academic study for 150 or more years, at least since the 1862 Morrill Act created the Land Grant University System. Many 

permaculturists and a wide cast of peers from other professions now understand that 'Agriculture' is in many ways party to the 

global destabilization of arable soils, causing erosion, desertification, and other mass wasting. Permaculture, as opposed to Ag, 

actually uses existing ecological and biological integrity to create solutions, rather than throwing technology and fossil fuels at it, 

which is the pattern of 'problem solving' agriculture has offered for 15 decades, if not 15 millennia. 

Few things are wiser than placing the design tools of permaculture in the hands of vets who will shovel ditches by hand for 10 hours 

a day in any weather. This is how the first wadi type bioswales I ever encountered were built- by the Civilian Conservation Corps. In 

the SW there are desert oases which are now often mistaken for natural landforms; in fact they were dug by Spanish American War 

Veterans who entered the corps in the early 1930's; about 25,000 vets were among the first signons for this amazing model of 

mutual aid. Many state and federal parks are graced with stone and timber work displayed proudly to this day. Those were the 

transition camps for many vets, where they took their discipline and applied it to learning skills that could serve them in civil 

employment, whether construction, engineering, or forestry, and where they did good for their communities by working on these 

projects and themselves. 

The CCC didn't teach the holistic design approach we have in Permaculture- in the end, the wadis and natural building and so on that 

those vets demonstrated such skill in building were the result of following excellent technical plans with excellent materials and 

methods, but without the greater sense of integrated design found in the permaculture method. Permaculture design has holistic 



ōǊŜŀŘǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ƭƛƴŜΦ DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŧƻƭks 

honest work and in 70 years they well be as well known and respected as the CCC. And they might turn around the trend of farm 

land losses in this country at the time when we need it more than ever. 

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±Ŝǘǎ /ŀŦŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ άŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀǊƳΚέ 

By functional I mean it will be financially sound, with operations driven income. A lot of projects where vets or people with physical 

disabilities are trained in some capacity are largely driven by grants and foundation funds. This model is inadequate for training vets 

to farm; they have to see a farm that makes ends meet in a manner that informs their career. It would be faithless to operate the 

farm on grants while telling the vets we were teaching them for profit entrepreneurial career skills. 

I suspect all our challenges will be quite similar to anyone else who starts a farm. Working the soils into shape suitable for food 

foresting, keeping animal/pasture production ratios balanced, marketing, running fences, getting guilds dialed in, attracting a solid 

customer base. Those are expected program challenges- bringing a cadre through a program which gives them these skills is my 

challenge. The rest I trust to being present, and have faith. 

How do you propose to shift the Cafe participants from a war mythos to a farming mythos? 

I don't. I only intend to give them tools that may help them examine the stories they tell and that they listen to, and see what 

happens. My understanding of permaculture design suggests that self organizing communities, rather than a designer mandated 

ones, are more resilient and productive. I trust that. I feel that if this freedom is allowed, the myths will come of their own accord. 

And In not sure that farming mythos are the way to go- perhaps gardening is more my style. Jung ruminated that Myth is to culture 

ǿƘŀǘ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΤ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǿŀȅΦ 5ǊŜŀƳǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ƴe 

sitting apart from me, looking in and suggesting from a distance that things may or may not understand- or even need. But I trust 

that if I live my values, that the myths that come will reflect the sense of freedom intrinsic in living those values. 

What program sponsors and funding do you have currently? 

Were currently having discussions with two non profits, a land trust, a state agency, and an LLC; so far nothing is hard set, were 

doing the dance. One of the potential partners, a non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŦƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƛǘ άǘƘŜ ŦƭƛǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

ǎǘŀƎŜέΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ early in the talks, just a few months. We have a long way to go before we are all on the same page, but I think we 

have had a first go round that is very promising. 

We have begun looking at land lease options with PCC Farmland Trust (PCC). I suspect that the site location will inform much in the 

way of who our partners are and how we will collaborate when this all comes together; I'm putting a sizable chunk of my own 

money up for infrastructure and looking for the right partners to capitalize up to another @$450K in lease and infrastructure 

options. I have enough to start a small bit with a few pigs, paddock them through some swale building and pond gleying, establish a 

ŦŜǿ ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻf the permaculture method: if one understands 

scales of design, one can make do in a very small parcel. I can only manage 1-2 acres of fully optimized acreage; We'll need an army 

of vets to run the 40 acres we will likely lease. 

PCC has land close to the Orting Soldiers home, which had its own operational farm for 50 years, from the 1880's to 1934. We may 

step up to provide the vets at the modern Soldiers Home a chance to spend time on our farm working with newly returned vets, and 

to put fresh, local produce on the plates at the home if all goes well. From there, Joint Base Lewis McChord (JBLM) is right around 

the corner and we may set up CSA sales to soldiers. The opportunities seem quite promising for such moves at this point; JBLM has a 

strong commitment to sustainable land use and health oriented supports for soldiers. Who knows how many may explore the 

proverbial swords to plowshares shift, but we'd have to find other things to make than plows as I'm a no-till advocate myself. 

¸ƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ άǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ŀōƻǳǘ ±ŜǘǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΚ 

See the piece I wrote about challenges vets face in institutions of hƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ 

personal story to show where that article came from. 

http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/include/pdfs/veteranscollegechallenge.pdf


In the 23 years since I received an in-service head injury we've learned so much about the brain. It was known that I had a closed 

wound head injury (now called a traumatic brain injury, or TBI), but the doctors at the time (1989) didn't understand the long term 

symptomatology the same way they do today. I was observed for a couple of hours to a day after being knocked unconscious ς I 

donϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ōȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ aȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿŜŀƪ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ one 

ƴƻǘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ άƘŜŀŘ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǎŜǉǳŜƭέΦ 

Months later I had a complete degenerative psychotic episode. The doctors had no peer reviewed record that informed their work 

about the long term affects of concussive injury to the head and spine. They may not have had access to my record- I certainly 

haven't had any success in getting portions of it. What is of record is that my numb feet were diagnosed as tarsal tunnel and my 

erratic behavior was diagnosed with a psychological disorder- bipolar syndrome- and treated according to their best knowledge at 

the time. The specific treatment I was given, phenothiazine medications, are now contraindicated for TBI by all associated 

professions. It failed miserably, hospitalizing me for 3 months, as they didn't understand what was really happening. It was traumatic 

ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŀōƭŜΥ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ I was adrift in uncharted waters. The VA now 

understands TBI well enough to redress what happened, yet haven't despite the evidence compiled on my behalf by their own 

ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀŦŦΤ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΤ ƛǘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ ±Ŝǘǎ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜ with this every day, and it is regrettable. 

In 2004 I was reviewing my military medical record for a claim update with a doctor, and he asked me if, while I was in the service, I 

had ever had trouble sleeping, or waking up, or if I had ever visited the doctor for cold or flu like symptoms without congestion or 

fever- just runny nose and headaches, wet waxy ears, and excess saliva. I showed him the medical reports- I was treated for a flu a 

few weeks after my head injury, and the doctor noted it was a post nasal drip, no congestion, no fever, no infection. I also had 

several insomniac episodes and earaches without infection during that time. He told me he it was probable that I suffered a 

moderate to severe head injury. 

My counselors, who did not regard my doctors updates, told me I would not be able to complete undergrad studies without support 

for Bipolar Disorder, that a Masters Degree was right out and they counseled that the VA should not support it. Despite this I earned 

an MSA from Washington State, graduating Magna Cum Laude. 

Recently a piece of corroborating evidence arrived- L ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇǘƛŎŀƭ ƴŜǊǾŜ ǎŎŀǊǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƻƴǘŀƭ ƭƻōŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ 

blind, but it interferes with vision. To this day I have numb feet, but only last year was it diagnosed by VA clinicians as a degenerative 

neuropathology resultant from an impact and not tarsal tunnel, a bone deformity. My chiropractor knew that a decade ago. Despite 

all this, 23 years later, my VA medical benefits claim is still in appeal, my VA counselors insist I have BP and my medical team all hold 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άIŜȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻƴϥǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ±! tƘŀǊƳŀŎȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ±! 5ƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴs for 

vitamin supplements, omega 3's, B complex, D, etc. which are known to benefit neuropathological injury and disease. But I can get 

ƻǇƛŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±!Φ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛŀǘŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ±! ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭl them so 

I could buy supplements. So this is VA Health care, and colleges need to be aware that their students' success is jeopardized by this 

leviathan inflexible process. 

Tens of thousands of vets are in waiting cues averaging 3-5 years to attain disability benefits. School counselors often assume the VA 

is taking care of these folks, when the fact is that the VA is underfunded and understaffed, and under pressure to cut costs like all 

other federal departments. Veterans are the end cycle victims. And the vets may rarely tell school counselors about the troubles 

with the VA- from our perspective it often only muddies the waters and draws out the frustrating processes. This needs to be 

resolved before attrition will decrease. 

Assumptions that college counselors- and professors- make are often well grounded in best knowledge ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΤ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŧŀǳƭǘ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀted this 

ǿŀȅέ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ άL Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴϥǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΚέ- Those are the teachers and counselors that 

I developed respect and fondness for and that other students will want to emulate. I know I strive to do this. A good counselor 

doesn't see a diagnosis or a troubled student, but a chance to expand their ability to connect, respectfully, as I is useful, one heart 

and mind at a time. 

This is the kind of college counselor training I hope will become more prevalent as OEF/OIF vets return, and it's central to our Vets 

Cafe program. As tens of thousands of vets survive traumatic injuries which may be poorly recorded or even not at all present on the 

vets record, its time to stop treating disabilities and start serving people. The most dehumanizing thing a doctor can do is treat a 



person like an illness while ignoring or even obstructing the person seeking wellness who is in front of them. Vets files, more than 

just about any other sort of medical records, contain bad information that leads to inaccurate or even wildly incorrect assumptions, 

and the way to avoid this is to connect with a person, vet or otherwise, as a human who has needs, challenges and gifts ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

equalizer, since we all fit that description. 

How can permaculture break the cycle of the Vet drop-out? Does this start at the soil itself? 

Nationally Veteran drop-out rates are 2-3 times higher than rates of their non-military peers. There are 2.5 million unemployed vets. 

Some colleges have reported 70% drop out rates among vets. Much of this is likely a result of the undiagnosed and untreated TBI 

and PTSD issues I mentioned before. Veteran support groups go a long way to mitigating this. Just getting these folks together for 

weekend ōŀƭƭ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛȊȊŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΤ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜƭŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜΦ .ȅ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƛǘǎ 

survival; as vets talk with other trusted members of their peer group about their experiences in college, they get support, and 

direction. They realize they are not alone. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŘƻƴϥǘ ŀǎƪ Řƻƴϥǘ ǘŜƭƭέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǾŜǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǘŜǊosexual 

standing side by side in a mission are mission oriented. So even if there are feelings of awkwardness in that side by side mission 

oriented experience, when you penalize one group because of their self identity, both will suffer in their ability to achieve the 

mission. And that means less chance for either to get home safely. It seems to me that straight soldiers I know supported gay 

soldiers with resolve, and wanted them to be comfortable and able to perform their jobs without fear, because doing otherwise 

jeopardized the mission. It took a long time to affect that change, because the military is not democratic. Still, this change appeared 

ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ϥ5ƻƴϥǘ !ǎƪ 5ƻƴϥt Tell', 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳǳǘǳŀƭƛǎƳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǿŀƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ŘƛŘΦ L ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ- if 

20+ years later than needed. 

This points to something really wonderful I think. As we look at these vets who are dis-integrating as they enter academic pursuits, 

we can say that it is likely that this occurs when vets are not in a guild- which is what it is to not have a team- and when they are not 

grounded firmly by a mission. So the roots have to be established before the plant or the person can thrive, and the thriving is best 

done in a companion planting where mutual aid occurs between members. And these soldiers are understanding that functional 

assembly is not about a monocropped perspective, but a diverse and culturally rich mutualism. This seems exactly like permaculture 

to me. 

One of my permaculture teachers, Skeeter Pilarski, once noted that I was kind of like a plant that could stand the harshest soils and 

climate, but like that plant I had to have some wicked defense mechanisms that made it hard to get close to me -plants in that 

environment don't depend on density, but ferocity, to avoid being eaten. I started planting lots of gooseberry after that. Despite its 

thorns and ability to manage in marginal soils, it is known for the sweetness of its fruit and the uniqueness of it foliage. So I built a 

guild with the gooseberries, using Siberian pea vines, marjoram, garlic, garden giant mushrooms, yarrow, mullein, marjoram, sage. A 

gooseberry can do OK in pretty messed up soil. But it doesn't have live in messed up soil. And given the chance, and some good 

ground, vets will organize into functional guilds- not necessarily vet exclusive ones, though a primary function of the Vets Cafe is 

veteran's mutual aid. And in attaining that, veterans and their communities will do all do better. 

Are there many vets that now distance themselves from their war-making country and from other vets? Is there a built-in 

resistance to celebrate this killing ethic? 

Most veterans didn't sign up with a desire to go to war. They signed up because they came from families or communities where 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ϥƭƛƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǇǿŀǊŘ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅϥ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘǎ ŀ ƳƛǎƴƻƳŜǊΣ ŀǎ άǳǇǿŀǊŘ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘo ignore 

broken cultural patterns that leading to a desire for escape. Our society is full of misleading memes on the sources and use of 

ǿŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ Ƨƻō ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ aƻƴǎŀƴǘƻƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻŎŀǇƻǇŎƻƭŀǇǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƭike 

{ŀƭǾŀŘƻǊ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΣ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŜǳƎŜƴƛŎǎΣ ǇŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ǎƻ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜέΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ 

Prevailing cultural support for joining the Service is based on misguided notions of improving ones personal and familial 

circumstance, not an urge to kill or celebration of death. 

I don't know any vets who celebrate a killing ethic. It is my considered observation that this kind of perspective about veterans is one 

that is groomed by sensationalist media coverage on one hand and lack of connection to veteran communities on the other; Neither 



of these items, however, can be faulted against PlanetShifter Willi Paul, who dogged me for 6 months about giving this interview. 

Thank you for your persistence and dedication to a greater good. I get your message, Willi. In Service. Thank you. 

Memorial and Veterans Day are marked with sorrow and honoring. These are memorials, they are time to reflect. The fly overs 

made by antique aircraft are highly symbolic gestures, and are not celebrations. They are acknowledgements of what has been lost, 

and a reckoning of what we actually gained for our loss, which many times was not what we had hoped or wanted. The fly overs are 

a remembrance for some of the salvation combat vets felt as they were airlifted from firefights or saved just in time by bombardiers 

who took out sappers or advancƛƴƎ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƭƛƴŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ 

reckoning that the cost of going was great, and the cost of not going is unknown. Acknowledging it makes it less likely to happen 

again, and forgetting it happened makes it more likely. 

Until they were drafted, Vietnam did not exist in the US classroom or televisions. These drafted kids hadn't even heard of Vietnam in 

1963 and '64, nor would they understand that large monkeys, and perhaps orangutan and mystical looking deer lived there and they 

wrote home of cavemen like rock-apes and unicorns. It was a very different time. They were less knowledgeable about the world in 

many ways than a 10 year old today, who has heard of Vietnam, may know where it is on a map, and that it has a very delicious and 

unique cuisine. They might even know that there are no unicorns in Vietnam. It was a very different world in 1966. 

These men and women, at the time barely more than kids, were drafted, for almost none of them wanted to go to Vietnam. They 

were plucked before they were ripe, and yet had all expectation it was the right thing to do, straight from the farm, or conservatory, 

or physics lab, and sent to Hell. They were wounded despite not wanting to be there, had to kill people they had no personal beef 

with, and they returned after that horrible experience to harassment and neglect. Yet without Vietnam vets, those who shunned 

them would never have had the pleasure of sitting down to a bowl of vegetarian Pho or amazing Lemongrass soup. The work we do 

with bamboo and aquaculture would be much less advanced. 

±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇŀǘ ƻƴΣ ǊŜōǳƪŜŘ Ŝƴ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘǊŀŦǘŜŘΣ ƘŀŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άŦǳŎƪ ŀƭƭέ ǘƻ 

government and society. The draft was basically a conscription, practically a kidnapping. They were made to go to war, and then 

crapped on when they returned. Why we ended up with so few Rambo style vigilantes, but instead got a series of increasing less 

relevant movies is something sociologists shƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƭƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ 

and did not. 

The fairly stable international relations we have now with SE Asia are largely the work of concerned and compassionate vets. Those 

protesting the war and spitting on vets had less to do with reparations and healing relations made in the wake of political and trade 

driven invasion agendas that usurped a rational strategic and national defense action. The solid peacemaking work done in the 80's 

and 90's was done by veterans like Danaan Parry, a US Coast Guard pilot who started PeaceTrees Vietnam, and went to work 

removing thousands of mines from the Vietnamese countryside while planting trees to stabilize soil and provide food, textiles and 

habitat. 

Vietnam Vets ƘŀǾŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ŝƴ Ƴŀǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

legitimacy of the wars which our current administration is slowly but at long last drawing down. My hat is off to these guys, 

especially the ones who look into the dark and remain alighted- were getting support from Vietnam Vets with practices of loving 

kindness meditation, conservation education backgrounds, permaculture advocates, community pea patch coordinators, off grid 

lifestyle enthusiasts and so on. And I'm proud of the 500 leather clad bikers who ride to the Capitol of the State of Washington a few 

times a year, joining Toys for Tots in the winter and on Memorial Day coming in for the Thunder Run. Their unswerving devotion to 

service in oƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƻǿŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƎƛŦǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άŦǳŎƪ ƛǘέ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƻǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ hƭŘŜr vets 

steǇ ƛƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŜǿ ǾŜǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ŀ άŦǳŎƪ ƻŦŦέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƘŀōƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ ƴew 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ Lǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±Ŝǘǎ /ŀŦŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ core as 

well. 

¸ƻǳ ŀǎƪŜŘ ά Are there many vets that now distance themselves from their war-making country and from other vets? έ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǎǘ 

place to be when facing violence is close to it. Holding it tenderly. A step back and that fist has room to move and strike you, a step 

ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǳƴΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘƻƳ ōƻƳōǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ no safety 

in distancing oneself from such impulses to conflict. We must stay close. When we are face to face, eye to eye, we may disagree, but 

disagreeing civilly is a better hell than killing each other and the planet besides. So vets learn to stay close. We write our senators, 



we organize, we advocate for health-care and education supports for vets and dependents, constantly support reason and 

diplomacy. If we fail in that more will perish. And we mourn the loss of lives- all of us for our peers and many, I among them, mourn 

all those who died, combatant or civilian, regardless of nation or belief. A warrior is not bellicose and does not celebrate death. I also 

mourn the wasted soils; this hit me hard when I look at footage of combat zones, the frightening loss of ecosystems integrity. To me, 

personally, these are also relevant sorrows. 

Are there groups with similar illnesses like the Vets? What other groups have given you insight into the Veterans condition and 

challenges? 

I don't know if I would refer to it as illness, but I think I understand you. I grew up near the Chehalis Tribal Lands, in SW Washington 

and spent many summers there with friends from the tribe. Most people are at least vaguely aware of the cultural and class divides 

between First Peoples Tribes and contemporary (non-tribal) culture. As a social group, the Chehalis are a bit unique, and in many 

ways not representative of national tribal norms, but then, no tribe can be formed against other tribes: they are all sovereign 

peoples, with hundreds of different languages, customs, identities. 

When these diverse peoples were intentionally set upon with small pox, tuberculosis, and cavalry units, some survivors saw 80-90% 

of their tribal populations die. Old men, women and children had to go to reservation, fight or run, regardless of the context of their 

culture- some were warrior-hunter tribes, like the Sioux of the Dakotas, and so challenged the US cavalry often and sometimes quite 

effectively. Some were agrarian gatherers, like the Kalapuya of Oregon's Willamette valley. They were often rounded up, shipped to 

lousy reservations where a rock-flea would starve but tuberculosis had an edge. The wounding of these sovereign people's social 

order and cultural being is one that continued, and in many ways continues to this day. Witnesses to genocide, the cultural 

fragmentation of forced relocation, the constant state of alert and danger, not to forget racial slurs, employment and collegiate 

prejudice, all of which lead to PTSD that became intergenerational by extension of familial and cultural dysfunction... this was done 

by the same Army I served with. The longer I am a veteran the more complex it becomes, and the more I am aware that my choices 

of service, mission and team are important if I am to experience a sense of integrity in my work. 

So coming to know some of the history of my friends with the Chehalis tribe, I also came into contact with the story of how they 

became cousins to the Kalama, a Hawaiian native family, through marriages in the Nisqually Tribe. I learned about the high amount 

of prejudice that was shown towards Native Americans and Pacific Islanders by the US Military Command during Korea, Vietnam, 

and even later. These tribal members were drafted, told they would be national heroes, restoring tribal honor and so on. Then they 

were given the most horrifying missions... Their tribal status seems to have been leveraged by white commanders who figured that if 

these tribal boys died, it was somehow better than a white boy from the burbs. I suspect that African Americans had the same kind 

of job placement 'opportunities' in Vietnam. Its one of the things that we got but didn't plan for, a thing that we 'won' in the Civil 

War, and didn't want, and are still trying to redress 150 years later. 

So I learned a lot, not only about how to cook salmon, and the history of peoples I had not known, but deeper stuff, about how 

despite all this potential for being broken, a family can live, even thrive, and have a healthy and wonderful and loving home. Quite a 

few of these local tribal and Hawaiian vets are as stout and rock firm as humans come. Coming from a home that was not that way, 

and knowing that they did also, it has been a profound experience to watch and learn and be nourished by their patience, 

forgivingness, and unconditional love. My uncles and aunties made constant the choice to care for what they could while they could, 

whether their children, their homes, their gardens, and so on, because it was the best way to face the challenges- to make important 

choices with a deep counsel of check in and -not always sweet, and quite often difficult- expressions of love. Permaculture is 

practical. Larry Korn pointed out to me that Bill Mollison didn't mention Love once in the Designer's Manual. Don't rely on one 

element for all needed functions is discussed. Words to the wise. Thank you for the opportunity to discuss tƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ²ƛƭƭƛΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

been a pleasure. 

* * * * * * *  

5ŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ .ƛƻ - 

Deston has lived and worked on several small family farms on the west coast and WOOFed in Australia. Serving small farm projects 

as Principal of Abundance Consulting for 12 years, he eaǊƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 

University('07), and a BA/BS in Ecological Science and Design from The Evergreen State College('96). He took his PDC in 2003 with 

Brock Doleman and Penny Livingston, and his Permaculture Teacher's Training in 2004 with Jude Hobbs and Tom Ward. He served in 



the US Army from '88-'90. He is currently working with partnering groups to develop the Vets Cafe educational program for Veterans 

interested in Conservation, Agriculture, Forestry and Ecology. To support or inquire about how to get involved in the Vets Cafe, 

please contact him by email. 

Connections ς 

Deston Denniston, M.S., C.P.I. Principal 

Abundance Consulting LLC 

abundancepc at gmail.com 

Web: http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/ 

LI: http://www.linkedin.com/in/abundancepermaculture 
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Transition Man. Interview with John Steere, Environmental Alchemist / Planner by Willi Paul, Planetshifter.com Magazine 

ά¢ƘŜ отΩ ƎƻƻŘǿƛƭƭ ǿƛƴŘ Ƴƛƭƭ ǎǿƛǊƭǎΣ ǎŎƻƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜcts concentrated dirty air from the East Bay Tribal zone into the interconnected 

bowels of Che-[ƻǳΩǎ !ƛǊ tǳǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ aŀŎƘƛƴŜΦ DǊŜȅ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΣ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ /ƘŜ-Lou cleans 

the unfiltered residue from wing #5 to make printing ink for the community paper. At the base of wing #6 the so-called gold soil 

dumps out of the system at the rate of 2 cups per day. A super compost and a highly prized eco-alchemic stew by the gardeners 

around him, Che-Lou forms bricks of this material for the local barter fairies and coop groceries in Berkeley and SF. He also makes 

ŜȄǘǊŀ ōŀǊǘŜǊ ōȅ ŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘΦ IŜǊŜ άǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƛǎ ǎŜcured only 

with a high barb-wire fence anŘ ŀ ǎƭƻǿ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ŘǊƛǇΦ {ŀŎǊŜŘΦΦΦ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦέ 

Source: New Myth #8: Che-[ƻǳΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ .ǊƛŎƪǎ ϧ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ, by Willi 

* * * * * * *  
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Interview with John by Willi 

How does your self-ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƭŀōŜƭ ƻŦ άōƛƻ-ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ōŜƛƴƎέ ƧǳȄǘŀǇƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΚ 

I see the ideas behind bioregionalism and localization as convergent rather than juxtaposing. Perhaps the label is a bit glib; what I 

ƳŜŀƴǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ άbio-ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΦέ Lǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎŜƭŦ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ 

ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ŀƭƭŜƎiances, 

which always get us in trouble, since they divide people around competing ideas and ideals of cultural identity. Learning to become a 

ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŜǇ ŜŎƻƭƻƎȅΣ ƛΦŜΦΣ άōƛƻ-ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ Ƴȅ 

motivation and outlook, thanks to the work of Peter Berg and Planet Drum that I began to read when I moved to Northern California 

ƛƴ мфуоΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ōƛƻǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΣ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǳƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ άƭƛŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ǿƘƛch is not 

one place really but occurs in connected, concentric circles -- with ones immediate home (dwelling) being the first ring, with ones 

greater home in a physical community or neighborhood being the next, and finally with the bio-region with all its natural and 

climatic particulars. 

These are the contexts of place and I would say the ground(ing) of our personal and collective identity. Of course, our society 

remains ever more ego-ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀny people are craving a 

deeper sense of connection with where they live and a more sustainable and authentic economy, with localization and the food 

justice and slow food movements being outgrowths. 

Localization in relation to creating an economic system that is more locally-based and driven is to me a way of manifesting a bio-

regional vision, in which people try to incline their lives, what they eat and how they work with the intent to reduce their impact and 

to cultivate a more ecological understanding of relationships, webs and patterns throughout their lives. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ōƛƻǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǘƻ ƻǊƛŜƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ a place-

affirming and immediate way. This principle has been translated for me over the course of the past 25 years into a host of initiatives 

in park and commons making, neighborhood cultivation, urban creek restoration, community and personal gardening, and visioning 

a green city. It is human to have a yearning to belong to something greater; applying that principle and a sense of belonging to place 

is one of the most natural and enduring ways to experience it. 

Define alchemy in your context more fully. 

I resonate with and ascribe to your way of regarding environmental alchemy as a kind of transformational and transmutative 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ άōƛƻǇƘƛƭƛŀέΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ 9h ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƘŀǾƛƴg a 

deep love of and kinship to life in its many forms and species. Alchemy, regarŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ Ǌƻƻǘ ŜǾŜǊ 

been about the transmutation of the dross physical, symbolized by lead, into the spiritual, as inferred by gold. The threshold 

between them is a leap not so much of faith but of perception. It seems to me that alchemy is what occurs at this threshold: that is, 

of going from seeing the world linearly and analytically to holding it synergistically and holistically; and of consciously turning away 

from competing ego-centric positions, and toward more collaborative, eco-centric understandings; and of regarding commonalities 

and paths of including and integrating as more essential than making distinctions and divisions between people; and of focusing 

more on connecting than isolating; of cultivating vibrant, community-based life rather than a commodity-framed perspective that 

transforms every relationship into a transaction or an extortion. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ remedy for its 

abuses to our individual and collective psyches. For me, environmental alchemy is the process by which any one can reconnect with 

the roots of human nature, which is really nature itself in all its complexity; expressed through weather, and geography, natural 

history, encounters with plants and animals (including pets), and the way we can translate and express these primal/primary 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƴƎΣ ŎǊŀŦǘǎΣ ŀǊǘǎΣ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƴƻǘŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ά!ƭŎƘŜƳȅ ƛǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳǳǘŀǘƛƻn is Action & 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

I have grounded my practice of environmental planning in environmental alchemy in the sense that I believe that we need nature or 

a form of it woven into our urban fabric and into our lives for our cities and ourselves to be healthy. And much of my work has been 

in service of this understanding, which draws from my affinity for eco-psychology and appreciation for urban ecology and countering 

ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ άƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊέ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ ŀ ƭŀ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ [ƻǳǾ όŀƴŘ his seminal work, Last Child in the Woods: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Child_in_the_Woods


Saving Our Children From Nature-Deficit Disorder). It has thus informed both my professional and community work ς e.g., in helping 

plan the path of the Bay Trail 400 miles around the San Francisco Bay. The attitudes has also served me in guiding the San Francisco 

Bay Joint Venture from its formative stage to becoming a formal and formidable collaboration for incentive based habitat 

conservation and restoration around the SF Bay Estuary. 

It has also informed me in helping to create a neighborhood, Halcyon, through co-leading the grass-roots based planning, design and 

implementation of a park in its center ς built out of a parking lot, a park the neighborhood built called Halcyon Commons, along with 

co-planning/planting more than a 100 street trees in the neighborhood, and the co-organizing of regular social gatherings around 

the Halcyon neighborhood and work parties in the park to maintain it. The transformation of a parking lot into a park, was all about 

alchemy and how this transformation of a place also forged a neighborhood with a strong sense of place and community. 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ άǇƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳȅǘƘƻƭogists toolkit? 

άtƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎέ ƛǎ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŘŜŜǇ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǳǊōŀƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΤ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

achieved when any of them are practiced as intuitive crafts or arts, as all of them were in their vernacular forms in pre-literate, tribal 

societies. I have been primarily concerned with maintaining or creating a spirit place or genius loci. The making of Halcyon Commons 

in the middle of a wide street called Halcyon Court through participatory design and effort over a four-year planning period is a 

prime example how a spirit of place can be created over time and with consistent intention to bring nature back into the city (and 

nearby from one of the busiest intersections of Ashby and Telegraph Avenues). 

This effort of unpaving paradise and bringing back a bit of nature was connoted in the words of commemorative T-shirt given out to 

ǇŀǊƪ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘ άǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ ²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘhe 

Halcyon NeighboǊƘƻƻŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŀƎƻ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΤ ǘƘŜ IŀƭŎȅƻƴ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

is among the most respected such associations in the city; it is also one of the most active and constructive in Berkeley, as we focus 

on making common projects and good will and neighborliness. So the making of Halcyon Commons is really a creation story, which 

has taken almost two decades to unfold, about the creation of a sense of place in a corner of Berkeley, and with it a neighborhood 

and the constellation of positive qualities that goes with a safe and solid one. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎ LΩǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ŎǊŜŜƪ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜȄǇƻnent 

ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ улΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-флΩǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ L started and coordinated a group called East Bay Citizens for Creek Restoration. We 

not only conducted creek restoration and revegetation projects in Berkeley and Oakland and El Cerrito in partnership between 

community groups and city officials but also held bi-ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ά/ǊŜŜƪ ²ŜŜƪǎέ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ άŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘέ ŀǊǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ άŎǊŜŜƪ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƳe 

of the art myself, i.e. creek banners with riparian animals painted on them atop bamboo poles planted in rows to symbolically mark 

and celebrate the course of underground and culverted creeks. So I definitely identify with placemaking as a form of myth-making, 

ƛǘǎΩ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ǊŜlationship with the planet as Thomas Berry so eloquently describes in his influential opus, 

Dream of the Earth. 

What was your role at the Cave Concert? Please see my interview with promoter / shaman Alan Tower. 

Alan has become a very close friend of mine; I met him almost two decades ago, many years before he started Green Music Network 

(GMN). He founded GMN in 2001; it was originally called Octave Alliance and I became the first member of its board and have 

ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ {ŀƳŀǾŜǎƘŀύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

aȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ DabΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǾŜ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Dab ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴal 

tŀǊƪ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻƭŘŜƴ DŀǘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭΣ ǿƘƻƳ L ƪƴŜǿΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏƻ-sponsorship 

and partnership initiatives to support the Cave Concert, provide insurance coverage and broaden its promotional outreach for 

potential audiences. I frequently brainstormed with Alan about the sonic-influences on the psyche of natural resonances/scales as 

were played in the cave, which was actually a military munitions tunnel from early in the prior century, and that covered at one end 

with a tarp. It had a mural painted on it that I helped to paint. On a more practical note, I was the always ticket collector at the 

concert itself which was always a unique acoustic instrument and voice adventure into the transformative power of music in an 

acoustically perfected space. 

How do Occupy, permaculture and Transition inform your environmental planning, if at all? 

http://planetshifter.com/node/1389


Of the three movements, I would say that permaculture is the one that has influenced my work as an environmental planner most, 

ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊΤ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ .ƛƭƭ aƻƭƭƛǎƻƴ, 

ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘo the 

field its emphasis on ecology as a foundation for the design of agriculture and community. Occupy and Transition-town are 

movements that I believe in and subscribe to philosophically, but as they are relatively new and somewhat derivative, they have not 

influenced me as much as green design and sustainable planning. In these cases as with permaculture, I have been informed by their 

adherence to ecological principles applied to the planning of residential and community spaces, from the use of nested systems and 

plantings, with their attendant multiple functions and benefits. 

Can you describe the tensions and outputs in your career and the synergies between art and science? 

Probably the main tension in my career, as I suspect it is for many environmental planners, has been in reconciling the expectations 

of clients for greater emphasis on human uses and increased development with the value of protecting or restoring environmental 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ōŀƭŀƴŎing act between the scale of urbanization or development 

and the natural environment that remains. And in my work, I have generally regarded that natural environment as an active, living 

presence that calls for human engagement. So for example, when I was the Resource Management Planner for the Contra Costa 

Water District, charged with implementing the environmental commitments of the district toward the 18,000-acre plus watershed 

around the Los Vaqueros Reservoir, I saw this an opportunity to create partnerships between the District and non-profit and 

institutional organizations. 

So in managing the preparation of a resource management plan to govern the uses and restoration/mitigation of the landscape 

around the reservoir, I focused on not only integrating and overlaying different resource topics ς biology, hydrology, recreation, 

cultural resources, grazing and fire management, to create a more holistic management plan, but I also emphasized the integration 

of partnerships with school environmental education programs and with environmental organizations like the Sierra Club, the 

California Native Plants Society for the restoration of plant communities and creeks and in developing interpretive programs. 

As for the synergies of art and science, the science is in the findings one receives from a robust investigation of the character of 

places and habitats, their species composition, their energy inputs (water, sun, slope), etc. The art is in weaving these factors with 

human imagination and creating a theatre for participation 

Are humans, community building and parks more important to you than the animals and plants there? How do you foster a 

holistic balance for all life? 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ animal and plant beings also 

present in them. In my mind both sets of relationships are intertwined and are what make for a re-connective, holistic open space 

experience. 

Please define ecology and sustainability in the context of the South Berkeley - Santa Fe Right of Way vision. What are the 

dominant patterns there? 

I have been working under the auspices of Berkeley Partners for Parks, an organization that I helped to found) with members of the 

community and Berkeley Community Gardening Collaborative (Beebo Turman) for over six years in creating a dynamic program of 

public open space ς ŀ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ wƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ²ŀȅ όwh²ύ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŜǊƪŜƭŜȅΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

1977 but has been behind cyclone fencing this whole time. The ROW is an unmaintained and weedy space, hemmed in by housing in 

South Berkeley, one that has need for more active open space and community gardening, so the idea of a garden greenway or linear 

urban farm has been surfacing in this period. So the ecology of the space is really a human ecology to sustain the community and the 

space through a set of community gardens connected by a greenway that itself will connect up to the existing 6 mile Ohlone 

Greenway to its immediate north, enabling this greenway to go from South Berkeley to Richmond. This is a good and green future 

ŦƻǊ ǘΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΧ 

* * * * * * *  

John Steere - Bio 



John Steere is a 30-year Berkeley resident, environmental activator, and environmental and sustainable planning consultant. He has 

for over two decades been creating and supporting partnership-oriented community/arts/environmental causes. His outlook 

informs his career as an Environmental Planner (of environmental plans, resource management plans, trail and open space, and 

ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎύ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ άŀƭŎƘŜƳƛǎǘέ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ άǇƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎές as a means to 

creatively cultivate community through several mediums: 1) park making and stewardship, 2) urban creek restoration, and 3) 

supporting community sustainability projects. 

He sees himself as a bio-regional being and works to cultivate this awareness in others. 

¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƴŘǎΣ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ с ȅŜŀǊǎ Ŏƻ-leading the community-based visioning and implementation process 

to establish a "garden greenway" along the South Berkeley Santa Fe Right of Way. This has involved a winning a few grants including 

ǘǿƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦/ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ DǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ άƳƻōƛƭŜ ƳǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅ όwh²ύΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ά.ƛƻǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘwo 

blocks of the ROW for uptake of arsenic. 

He is also the cofounder and current president of Berkeley Partners for Parks, a non-profit established in 1993 as a fiscal and 

technical support umbrella for local parks, paths and creek groups) and he has facilitated the creation of two parks in Berkeley 

including Halcyon Commons and Presentation Park. 

He also founded and led East Bay Citizens for Creek Restoration (1987 to 1994) and was a founding board member of Livable 

.ŜǊƪŜƭŜȅΣ ŀ ǎƳŀǊǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ bDhύΦ IŜΩǎ ŀ Ŧƻǳƴding board member of both the Green Music Network and Samavesha, non profits which 

promote the synergisms of art in nature, sponsor nature-ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ά/ŀǾŜ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

aŀǊƛƴ IŜŀŘƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά!Ǌǘ ƛƴ bŀǘǳǊŜέ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ wŜŘǿƻƻŘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻ-chair and founder of his local neighborhood and its governing association, the Halcyon Neighborhood Association 

ς which does neighborhood tree plantings, cleanups, park care, and potlucks. He led the community-based planning effort to design 

ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ άIŀƭŎȅƻƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣέ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŜǊƪŜƭŜȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǇŀǊƪΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ 3 

parks/open space areas including the California Shakespeare theater in Orinda, Presentation Park and Halcyon Commons in 

Berkeley. He speaks widely at conferences on green planning and has organized and led many tours and interpretive rides, among 

ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ άIƛŘŘŜƴ DŜƳǎ ƻŦ .ŜǊƪŜƭŜȅέ ǘƻǳǊΦ 

Connections - 

John Steere, AICP 

Environmental and Sustainable Planning Solutions 

Berkeley Partners for Parks 

jsteere@igc.org 

Ph: 510-847-0575 

fax: 510-849-1969 

http://www.greenplanningcollaborative.org/ 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/johnsteere 
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Crowdfunding for Permaculture Now! Article / Interview with Christian Shearer of WeTheTrees.com by Willi Paul, permaculture 

exchange 

ά¢ƘŜ collaborative effort that is WeTheTrees came about when a group of active permaculturalists realized that the permaculture 

community could really use a unique way to raise money. Basically every permaculture person we knew had a few projects on the 

back burner just waiting for the right time to turn up the heat, including ourselves! Our team of permaculture designers are the 

small set of entrepreneurs that dreamed, visioned, designed, launched, and are now using the WeTheTrees platform. Each of them 

is trained in permaculture, and took this project on as a collaborative effort to give back to the permaculture community. The entire 

process incorporated the permaculture principles and the platform currently serves multiple functions for each of them. The project 

was developed as an eco-social business, keeping the triple bottom line in mind. Each member of the team has committed to using 

Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

* *  * * * * *  

Interview with Christian by Willi (Article by Christian follows) - 

A tool is just a tool without hands and hearts to work it, Christian. How will you get out of the permaculture clique and excite 

members in the broader community? 

WeTheTrees is a crowdfunding platform that centers around the Permaculture community, because we feel most aligned with the 

strong ethics and intention found therein. The platform is not, however, limited to only permaculture certified campaigns. 

WeTheTrees is open to campaigns that fall into any sustainability, environmental, social, or educational category, as long as they 

meet the ethics of permaculture. 

The key is to work the edges. It is much more effective to work on something at the edge of your system and help it to be symbiotic 

with your system than to wander off to another area completely. There is an edge relationship between the permaculture 

community and related fields (like conservation, organic agriculture, social change movements, etc.), where there are actually 

http://www.wethetrees.com/
http://permaculturexchange.com/
http://permaculturexchange.com/
http://www.wethetrees.com/about


overlapping elements. Our platform has an added function of connecting, exposing and educating those that may be positioned on 

the edge of permaculture. It may be through their use of our platform that they first recognize the deep solid base and active 

community of permaculture. 

How does WeTheTrees compare to Kindista (https://kindista.org/#/ ) and permaculture exchange 

(http://permaculturexchange.com/)? 

WeTheTrees joins Kindista and Permaculture Exchange as some of the newest and cutting edge developments in the online world of 

permaculture. Like both of these websites, WeTheTrees is aiming to offer a platform that can serve as a useful tool to more 

effectively and efficiently connect people in the permaculture community and beyond. 

WeTheTrees is unique in terms of the services that are offered. WeTheTrees is the only crowdfunding site focused on permaculture 

related projects, giving our users the opportunity to put their ideas out there to their community, their family and their contacts to 

see if there is support. 

I would imagine that all three sites could be used for different purposes quite effectively. Appropriate technology for the desired 

outcome. 

What are the top issues facing permaculture today? How does WeTheTrees address them? 

I would say that the slow pace of change is probably one of the biggest issues facing permaculture and the world for that matter. 

Many of us believe that the clock is ticking regarding the ecological impacts of mankind. If we can't start having more of a positive 

impact on this planet at an increasing rate, then the fear is that the CO2 ppm are going to go irreversibly high, or the web of life is 

going to go irreversibly thin, or the consumptive needs of an exponentially growing population will be out of reach. WeTheTrees is 

one small player in helping the permaculture community move toward their goals more effectively and efficiently. 

We KNOW that there is enough desire in the community. We KNOW that there is enough information. We KNOW that there is 

enough imagination and design skills. And, we KNOW that there are enough resources available to implement those designs. The 

purpose of WeTheTrees is to help those with the desire and the designs connect with those with the resources, to help make their 

plans a reality, now. 

This process serves everyone involved. The campaign creator has a design to help meet her needs anŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

the contributor has received the gift of giving, and feels connected in a meaningful way to the campaigns contributed to. And the 

outcome of the project itself should be positive for the planet as a whole. 

Are you promoting new global economy with WeTheTrees? Are your values the same as those in traditional permaculture? 

WeTheTrees is looking to connect those with the desire and the designs to those with the resources. Sometimes that means that 

these two groups will be on opposite sides of the planet, and sometimes they will be on opposite sides of the dinner table. In either 

case, needs are being met for both parties, and their lives are enriched. And of course, when the project does what it set out to do, 

then our planet is enriched as well. 

WeTheTrees values an educated and engaged community, healthy diverse ecosystems and individuals that are physically, mentally, 

emotionally and spiritually enriched. The company that is WeTheTrees, does business in a different way, encouraging this for our 

team, and we intend that the platform be used in a way that promotes these values to the global community. In that way we are 

fully in-line with the permaculture values and ethics that I have come to live by. 

There are many folks without access to the Internet and your site? How will you pitch Crowdfunding to them? 

The first ever campaign on WeTheTrees was a campaign to gift a Sun Oven to a permaculture project in Northern Thailand. I posted 

this campaign and feel that through this platform the project in need can be connected with contributors who are excited to give. 

²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ άƎƛŦǘƛƴƎέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŎƘasing 

goods or services for another person or group. Just this morning I was contacted by another man who is planning to post a campaign 

to raise money for a school in Nepal: 

https://kindista.org/#/
http://permaculturexchange.com/


The main goals of the project are: 

1. To have access to healthy, nutritious, organic food 

2. To have a self-dependent and sustainable organic school garden 

3. To include practical learning into the school curriculum 

All together we have made a school garden design and we are now constructing a demonstration area. For the next phases and 

coming activities we need your financial support. 

- Trees, plants, bamboo, compost and other garden materials. 

For this we need $ 300 

- Teaching material for the kids to learn about organic gardening and permaculture. 

For this we need $ 500 

In total we need $800 dollars. With that money we can do a lot! 

If we raise more than this we will invest in trees and plants for our nursery that we will donate to the community surrounding the 

school. 

There are permaculture projects and permaculture people in (I assume) every country on the planet now. If every person utilizes the 

resources and tools available to them, incredible things can manifest with very little effort. WeTheTrees gives the permaculture 

community and beyond one more tool to make that possible. 

Thanks for your time and your support Willi, and thanks for what you do on this little planet. 

* * * * * * *  

ά! bŜǿ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ¢ƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ Article by Christian Shearer - 

We are excited to announce the official launch of WeTheTrees.com, a crowd funding platform aimed specifically at permaculture 

and the sustainability movement. This platform helps organizations and individuals around the globe gather the resources needed to 

meet their goals through a simple-to-use platform that allows them to easily and creatively raise funds. 

The greatest limitation on many permaculture projects is access to enough capital to make their dreams a reality in a timely manner. 

And it is also true that there are a lot of people out there that love to give to meaningful projects and support efforts to make this 

world a better place. WeTheTrees was designed specifically to bridge the gap between idea / design and the resources needed to 

make it happen. 

How does WeTheTrees work? 

WeTheTrees works like this: you submit your campaign, set a fundraising goal and a deadline to reach this goal (maximum 90 days). 

Then you promote the campaign to your friends, family and networks, encouraging them to come check it out. People can opt to 

contribute to your campaign at any amount above $5.00 and receive rewards for their contribution! We work on an all-or-nothing 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜōƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴts on 

that date and deposited into your account (less fees). If you don't meet (or exceed) your goal, then no money ever is collected. Use 

the WeTheTrees platform to fund raise for projects big and small. 

With a minimum campaign amount of only $100, WeTheTrees could be a valuable resource for fundraising at all levels - from the 

purchase of a scythe for harvesting wheat to the purchase of the wheat field itself! 

To learn more about WeTheTrees visit the website. Be sure to visit the FAQ page, the strategy guide. 

How is WeTheTrees helpful to the permaculture movement? 

http://www.wethetrees.com/strategy


WeTheTrees provides a multifaceted tool to every permaculturalist, and can be used very creatively to not only raise funds for a 

project, but also to fund raise for a course, assess the market potential of different ideas, and even to pre-sell products that will be 

produced with aforementioned fund raised capital, allowing the farmer or eco-social entrepreneur to feel more secure in their 

undertaking. WeTheTrees can also function as an excellent way for a community to collect money for cooperative endeavors. 

And furthermore, WeTheTrees allows a wonderful and meaningful way for anyone to be able to contribute to positive change on 

this planet. Just browsing through the site can be enjoyable, seeing all the interesting projects that other folks are raising money for, 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎŜŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƭƛŎƪ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊΦ 

A few examples of how the WeTheTrees platform could be a useful tool. 

1. The Traditional Fundraiser - Lets say a family wants to install solar panels on their roof to supplement their electricity needs from 

a renewable source. This family (let's call them the Kimbles) could post a campaign on WeTheTrees to do just that. The Kimble family 

posts a campaign to raise $1800 for fifteen 100W solar panels. This will give them a big start on their grid-intertwined solar system. 

They set a goal for $1800 and a campaign length of 90 days. On WeTheTrees, all campaigns must offer rewards. Because the Kimbles 

assume that most of their contributors are going to be friends and family, they offer what they have in abundance. It does not 

actually need to be related to the solar panels (as it would be difficult to give away electricity as a reward). 

Their rewards could look like this: 

If you contribute $5 we will send you a personalized thank-you card. 

If you contribute $10 we will give you a quart of our canned apple sauce. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ Ϸнр ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ άDƻƛƴƎ {ƻƭŀǊέ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊ-b-que. 

If you contribute $100 you will receive the invitation as well as a set of our home made artisan bees-wax candles. 

If you contribute $250 you get all of the above plus a handmade Shaker bench made by Mrs. Kimble in her wood shop. 

2. Fundraise to take a course - Shu Mei has been wanting to take a PDC course for a long time, but felt that she could not because of 

the price of the course. Using WeTheTrees she was able to post a campaign to raise the funds to take the PDC course. She set her 

fundraising goal at $1200 ($980 for the course itself and $220 for travel and expenses). In her description of the campaign, she 

explains how the PDC course will support her in moving toward what she wants in her life, and true independence on her path. She 

promotes the campaign by sending it out to her family and friends, and is easily able to raise the money needed to make this 

inspirational course a reality for her. On WeTheTrees anyone can fundraise to take any course that is related to the environment, 

social change, or permaculture, and there is already a list of organizations and institutions that are encouraging their students to do 

just that. For rewards, she may offer to do permaculture designs for people contributing over a certain amount, or give an evening 

presentation about what she learned during the course. 

3. Pre-selling products and gathering market potential on an idea - All campaigns posted on WeTheTrees must be finite and 

ŘŜŦƛƴŀōƭŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜƴŘΦ ! ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ purchase of a cargo bicycle for delivery 

ƻŦ ŦǊŜǎƘ ōŀƪŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ōǊŜŀŘέ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜ άǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ōǊŜŀŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ aŀǊȅ .ǊŜŀŘƳŀƪŜǊ Ƴŀȅ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀ ŎŀƳǇaign 

on WeTheTrees that invites anyone who feels moved to contribute toward the purchase of this bike, which she will then use in her 

ōǊŜŀŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎΦ άCǊŜǎƘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΗέ {ƘŜ ǎŜǘǎ ƘŜǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭ ŀǘ 

$2,500, sets her campaign length to 60 days, and offers rewards for the contribution. 

If you contribute $5 toward this campaign, you receive a coupon for one loaf of her classic sourdough. 

If you contribute $10 toward this campaign, you receive a coupon for any of her dessert breads. 

If you contribute $25 toward this campaign, you receive a coupon for four loaves of your choice. 

If you contribute $100 toward this campaign, you will receive 20 coupons and be given a special thanks in her newsletter. 

Mary could post this campaign with complete uncertainty as to whether she will achieve her goals or not. She sends it out to all her 

contacts and invites them to check out the campaign and share it with their friends and neighbors. Because Mary lives in such a 

supportive community (and she makes such good bread), she exceeds her goal by $500 and is able to purchase additional equipment 

on top of the bike. She already has hundreds of loaves sold and is off and running. Had she failed to meet her goal, she receives 

nothing, and contributions are never debited. She would have learned about the market potential in her area, and that there isn't 

enough interest in her community for her bread at $5 a loaf, and saved the effort and heartbreak of starting up and failing. 



4. Community cooperative action - The crowd funding tool offered by WeTheTrees is a perfect platform for building community 

cooperative projects and events. For example, the Clark St. Neighborhood Association has been discussing for some time the idea of 

putting in a playground on the empty lot on the corner. It seems that there is a fair amount of support, but it is tough to gauge 

whether the community will really pitch in when it comes time to pay for supplies. One of the board members of the neighborhood 

association volunteers to post a campaign up on WeTheTrees to raise the funds for this playground. The fundraiser is for $25,000, 

enough to build a wooden play castle with rope wall as slide, put up a set of swings, and to plant an edible forest garden that is child 

friendly (thornless blackberries, strawberries, kale snap peas, and dwarf apples, pears and plums. 

The community has pledged the hard labor, all they need is to see the money and make it happen. So the campaign is launched with 

a $25,000 goal, and a sixty day campaign deadline to help everyone in the community realize this is happening, and it needs to 

happen now. Besides posting the news on their facebook page and writing a blog post about it, a couple of the young association 

members drop fliers off in every mailbox in the neighborhood letting people know about the fundraiser, and directing them to the 

proper URL. 

The association sets rewards low, because the main reward is having a community playground in the neighborhood. $25 

contribution gets you a thank you card. $100 donation gets you a Clark St. t-shirt, $250 donation gets you a special mention at the 

opening ceremonies of the park, and a $1000 donation gets you a brick engraved with your name (or words of your choosing) that 

will be laid on the path of the park. 

If the community raises enough awareness and gets the word out, they should be able to raise enough for that playground, and if 

they don't raise enough, then they have ascertained that the community is not willing to give enough to make it happen. Maybe 

they can adjust their plan and help it meet the economic resources of their community. 

What are the costs of using WeTheTrees? 

It is totally free to post a campaign on WeTheTrees, and if you do not meet your goal, there are no fees at all. If the fundraising goal 

is met, the pledged contributions will be debited out of the contributors' accounts at the campaign deadline. You will receive all the 

money from the contributors, minus the fees of the payment processors (like Paypal and WePay) which are generally about 3-4% 

and a 5% WeTheTrees platform fee. 

A New Model of Doing Business 

WeTheTrees has been set up as an eco-social business, committed to transparency, equality and the ethics of permaculture. The 

company was founded and is currently run only by Permaculture Design Certified staff, and all individual earnings (to employees and 

managers) are committed to be used toward permaculture projects of their own. Up until the launch, almost all the work done to 

make WeTheTrees a reality was done as sweat equity, and the company was funded only by the members of the WeTheTrees team. 

A true team spirit and a desire to give something back to the permaculture community are at the heart of why WeTheTrees exists. 

Open Source 

WeTheTrees is running using open source software called Catarse, and then adapted and stylized to fit our unique needs. The 

development team at WeTheTrees feels passionately about open source movement, and is glad to be able to give back the 

improvements and upgrades made on this site. 

The team at WeTheTrees hopes that this crowd funding platform is useful to you and your community. Please come check out the 

site, post a campaign for your next permaculture adventure, contribute to someone else's dream, and let others know that this 

resource is out there. 

How can I help make WeTheTrees a success? 

The platform just publicly launched on July 20th, 2012, so the greatest challenge at this point is just getting the word out. If you feel 

moved to help get the word out, please share this article with your friends, like us on facebook, and let you permaculture colleagues 

know it exists. 

http://catarse.me/en


* * * * * * *  

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻ ς 

Christian Shearer is a PRI certified Permaculture Design Course teacher and the founder of the Panya Project in Northern Thailand. 

He is a natural builder, a food forest enthusiast, a musician, an advisory board member to WeForest, a certified educator and has 

extensive knowledge of tropical permaculture systems. He has taught permaculture in Thailand, Malaysia, Taiwan and the United 

States and helped foundTerra-Genesis International, an international permaculture design consultancy firm. Christian is excited to 

continue contributing to the Permaculture movement and to deepen his own understanding of how to make real lasting change on 

this planet.. 

Connections ς 

Christian Shearer 

christianshearer1 @ gmail.com 

Web: WeTheTrees.com 

FB: WeTheTrees.com Facebook 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.weforest.org/
http://www.terra-genesis.com/
http://www.wethetrees.com/
http://www.facebook.com/WeTheTrees


 

 

ά{ƘŀǇŜǎƘƛŦǘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ wŜǾŜǊƛŜέ - Interview with Maila T. Davenport PhD, AltarPlaces, Portland. By Willi Paul, 

openmythsource.com 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǘƘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ς they have been stowed away on dusty library 

bookshelves for too long! We live in a world whirling in story, and most often anymore they are held in a solitary word ς word as 

ƘƻƭƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŎƻŘŜΣ ƻǊŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ ²Ƙƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǿŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǳǎŜ ǇƛŎǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΚέ 

-- Maila T. Davenport PhD 

* * * * * * *  

Interview with Maila by Willi 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΚέ 

In the English language we do not have a word ŦƻǊ άǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦέ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

isolates phenomena. A great word for this is iworu that comes from the Ainu of ancient Japan. It is not really a personal noun as 

ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ άŦƛŜƭŘέ ƛƴ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƪind of motion of a place that is the confluence of environment, mythline, and life force. Imagine a 

three dimensional Venn diagram where each of these features are represented and overlap; that ellipse is the new whole that is 

created when all these dimensƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

technological mind. 

Can we create new myths? If yes, based on what? 

Actually it operates the other way around: myths create us anew. Here we get into the meaning of myth, but this is not a game of 

semantics. Instead, it is the inquiry into the landscape of myth ς where is myth local? We must go to that place for initiation, bring 

our communities there through ceremony. Ceremony is a group map really. A map does not create the place but reveals it. For 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ L ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ hǊŜƎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƳŀǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƪŜǿŀȅǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǳǎes a 

http://www.altarplaces.org/


ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŀǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΦ Lǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǇ άǿǊƻƴƎΚέ bƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ άǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦέ aȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƳŀǇ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƳŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΤ ƴŜither 

do eco-pathways suddenly disappear just because my neighbor uses her map. 

My point is that we live in layers of reality, and the mythic realm is still very real and available. The concern that I have is when 

people look for new myths by drawing whatever they want on a map they have in hand, to extend my metaphor. The risk is 

triggering utopian myths, and George Orwell and Edward Scissorhands remind us that utopia is just another toxic, incomplete 

άƳŀǇΦέ 

Old myths require destruction, but not violence; they require dismemberment, but not torture. What does that look like? Dis-

integration: unbinding, unfolding, unraveling, opening, releasing, a deathing of what no longer serves. A powerful community 

deathing ceremony is the !ƭƭ {ƻǳƭΩǎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ held annually in Tucson, AZ. Twenty thousand people of all ages, gender 

identification, religions, ethnicity, and cultures don fanciful calalcas regalia to mourn loved ones, violent acts, environmental 

atrocities, and political oppression. The community grief ritual lasts for 4 hours or more into the night. At its end, all stand in the 

threshold between destruction and creation and witness the mysterious, unexplainable motion of re-integration ς and new stories 

are born. Myths are local at thresholds. 

Please offer a brief critique of my recent vision plan: Journey to Cascadia: Building a New Global Mythology. For 2012 Study of 

Myth Symposium Work Shop - 

I offer the idea that we already live in a post-apocalyptic era. In the last 50 years, we have lost 3,000 cultures; they become extinct 

ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǿŜ ƭƻǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ оΣллл ƭŜŦǘΦ ²ŀŘŜ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƴƻōƻǘŀƴƛǎǘΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ά9ŀŎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǿŜ 

lose is in itself and ecosystem of ideas and intuitions, a watershed of thought and an old-ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

becomes extinct, all peoples lose viable ways to: make peace, heal others, parent, invent new things, lead, be in community, and 

grow food. For Tibetans, their world is coming to a violent end because the Chinese government systematic genocide. On the other 

side, since the 1990s with the fall of the Soviet Union Mongolians have been working to re-generate their culture after decades of 

oppression and annihilation. 

The myth-of-the-monomyth is very powerful and all encompassing. It is the egoic narcissism of our US adolescent society that only 

sees a threat to it. The end of the world has come already for too many and they are living through it on reservations, in ghettos, 

suspended in high rises in urban cities that overtƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ άǇƻǎǘ-

ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǘƛŎ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǊŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ƴƻǿΦ 

!ƭǎƻΣ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜǊƻΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƳƻƴƻƳȅǘƘ is passing by. This is not to say that this archetypal pathway is unnecessary, 

but that at this point in US history we are in need of additional archetypal forces. Within the Hero archetype is a unilateral, 

progressive bias: defeat obstacles, go alone, right wrongs, and unity through oneness. Animals such as lion and cougar express this 

modality. In my work I am calling forth the Pilgrim archetype that can be expressed through creatures such as caribou and gray 

whale. Within the Pilgrim archetype there is a reciprocal, communion bias: unbind obstacles and reweave anew, interdependence of 

the group, build resiliency in the community, and unity is an ecosystem. 

What is The Power of Place Initiative? 

ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ ²Ŝ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘǳƳŀn beings believe that, and act in ways that respect and value what 

places bring, the partnership becomes a powerful force toward great good in the world. 

We have established the Powers of Place Initiative to gather, organize and make visible knowledge, people, organizations and places 

already working in ways that demonstrate the power of the partnership and to share what they know with others. 

We are a network of people with diverse perspectives, experiences, and backgrounds brought together by the Fetzer Institute to 

catalyze a new field of study and practice based on the premise that right relationship between people and the places where they 

gather and inhabit offers the potential for transformative action toward what is needed at this moment in history. 

Our work falls into three main areas of activity - research, or exploring new frontiers, resources, or providing tools, and connection, 

ƻǊ ŀƳǇƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ άς POPI 

http://www.manymouths.org/
http://wp.me/s14SHM-2584
http://wp.me/s14SHM-2584


How do you see the permaculture community? What is holding us back? 

In all honesty, I sŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƻƳȅǘƘ ƻŦ 9ŘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳȅǘƘ ƻŦ άƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

landscape is edible, no animal harmed, dirt as a nurturing mother, and everyone negotiating differences calmly is very un-natural 

actually. In the wild, plants poison, trees fall on unsuspecting rodents, earth quakes and swallows villages whole, and territories are 

fought for with very real sacrifice. Mythic material, like the Eden complex, is very pervasive and mercurial, that is how it is so 

powerful! 

¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ άƴŀǘǳǊŜέ ƛǎ ǎǘŜŜǇŜŘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘŜƴƛŎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƳȅǘƘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎΦ άbŀǘǳǊŜέ ƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘΣ ƻōǎŜrved, 

protected, captured, maternal, managed, surveyed, counted, tagged, and biodiversifiedς and somehow still does not include 

humans and certainly has no dynamic presence. Many have written on this and I recommend: Paul Shepherd, Max Oelschlager, Jack 

¢ǳǊƴŜǊΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ {ǇǊŜǘƴŀƪΣ ŀƴŘ DŀǊȅ {ƴȅŘŜǊΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ άŎƭŀǎǎƛŎǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ǇŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘ-of-

progress held in fresher publication dates seduce you, pull them back off your shelves. 

I think the permaculture community would benefit from what I call wildness practice. Wildness as a method follows a very different 

logic pattern that nature which has become quite domesticated. The Wild is nonlinear, self-organizing, unpredictable, complex, 

playful, surprising, unstable, self-willed and best described as blanks on a map. Importantly, it is not defined by the absence of 

humans, but by the relationship of those humans to the place (thank you Jack Turner). So how do we meet wildness? From our 

wildness: in the body, speaking story, traveling deep imagination up and out. 

L ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ άƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦέ 

Can you explain what transmutation is and your experience with this force / process in Nature? 

In culture, myths become threatening when they are no longer life sustaining. This can result from some part of the story being left 

out or forgotten, when mythic material is literalized, or when its meaning is reduced to a solitary message. As a result, communities 

ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ǎǘŀƎƴŀǘŜΦ bƻǘƛŎŜ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘκǎǘƻǊȅ άŘƛŜέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘural 

world and myth. Things that die get to compost, or merge with earth, or be digested and become a facet of a new being, or spread 

seed and be re-ōƻǊƴΦ ά{ǘŀƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ά ƛǎ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΥ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴΣ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 

excuse-making ς it is apparent the US is in a state of stagnation, yes? 

Transformation is about merging and shapeshifting. In the wilderness dying is decomposition, re-incorporation, and reconstitution. 

This happens both when plant life withers and when prey eats predator. Everything becomes something else. In an old myth when a 

ƳƻǳǎŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀƎƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ άŦŀƴǘŀǎȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ōƛŀǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ phase of 

transmutation. I find it fascinating in this time of the science monomyth what scholars and culture omits even when it is 

άŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ άǊŜŀƭέ ς but that is exactly how myth works. 

The re-incorporation phase is the middle phase, the in-between, and is the threshold. This is where the mystery enters and 

ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ Řƻǿƴ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅέ ȅŜǘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƘŀǇŜǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 

mouse becoming an eagle. This wild and mythic motion of re-incorporation is an unbinding. A stagnate culture is bound and requires 

unbinding so that their myth is rewoven anew. Annual ceremonies in indigenous culture provide this critical function. The story here 

is not a quest, but a communion. Ceremonial placemaking is this organic process made available for any community who wants to 

change our world. 

Can you share sŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇŜǊƳǳǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ άƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΚέ 

I am fascinated by seed germination in the wild. The seed process is a metaphor for new beginnings and new ideas most people are 

most familiar with and so comfortable to explore as a starting place for a mythic invitation. Commonly, the seed process follows a 

pattern similar as follows: prepare soil, open pack of seeds, carefully press each seed the correct distance apart, cover with moist 

earth, return to water and fertilize; wait for sprouts. Some vaǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƻǊ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ 

compost to fertilize with or share the duties in community, but the overall pattern remains cogent. 

²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊǎΥ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀ Ƙƛƴǘ άǇƭŀƴǘŜŘέ ŦƻǊ some new behavior we want to see from 

our spouse or teenager, a new idea for a community. This is the story of a seed in Eden. I have no complaints about the model and 



certainly have applied it myself, but the risk is the myth-of-the-monomyth. A monomyth is more of a recipe than an organic process 

because there is no place for the unknown, no uncertainty, no threshold and the result is predictable sameness. 

But this is not a time for more of the same; it is a time desperate for the radical otherness of ideas because our world is stagnating. 

Here are a few other seed models from the wide world that by their very process guarantee uncertainty and thus thresholds: 

1. The Jack Pine: the cone holding the seeds catches on fire and then winged-seeds are ejected out onto the wind and carried forth; 

they root best where there is less than .2 inches of organic material because they will wither in too much shade, they need direct 

sunlight to establish themselves. 

2. The Rosette Lichen: a grazing gastropod (snail) devours it, digests it, and disperses the seeds in its feces. 

The italicized words in these methods are threshold motions and opportunities to open up, unfold, and animate an idea or a 

decision. Each step is provided and required ς this is an organic process of transmutation ς this is ceremony sourced from wildness. 

{ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ άƻƴ ŦƛǊŜέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΥ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƛƴǎ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǎǿŜŀǘ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ Cƛƴnish 

sauna as part of community building, and the Japanese mushi-buro as part of medical health. 

Fortunately, or not, the logistics from these traditional cultures are not required to benefit from this wildly organic seeding process ς 

they do make great retreats though! It is possible to meet this wild teaching in our wildness: tribal imagination. This place of the 

margin of daily consciousness is known by many names: Dreamtime, collective unconscious, the realm of the ancestors, akashic 

records, world soul, spirit lands, reverie, deep imagination. This is where myth is local. I lead groups through these ceremonies, and 

others; more importantly I teach community members to bring these living ceremonies back to their own communities so that 

transformational myth work informs and reforms our world more quickly. 

The idea of a threshold is intriguing. Please give us examples. 

Thresholds are openings, the places in between. At the threshold the bottom drops out and the eternal has the opportunity to enter 

and transform. I emphasize re-storying urban areas because that is where most of the people are and it is most needed. Examples of 

thresholds in neighborhoods and communities: empty lots that attract nuisance crimes, a street where a violent assault occurred, 

places where chronic car accidents occur, a place of a sudden death; forgotten places such as abandoned buildings, and alleyways. 

Do you practice geomancy? 

I never had heard of geomancy before. I did Google it ς do you practice it? I listen to the spirit of the land and teach others to 

through story, ceremony, and tribal imagination. 

What is a mythologist anyway? 

DǊŜŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΗ Lǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ {Ŏƛƻƴ ·. ŀƴŘ aŀǎŜǊŀǘƛ ŀǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōƻǘƘ άŎŀǊǎέ ōǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ Ǉrovides 

a very different experience for the driver. I specify myself as an archetypal mythologist and when people looked perplexed I add that 

I am a cultural psychologist. Myths are the dreams and symptoms of culture; they are active, directive, and alterable. I choose to 

work out of academia and in community where the mythic realm is as active as it ever has been but at a time where it is least 

understood. My job is to track deep stories; I read environments for signs of something that is momentarily invisible but very much 

present. I teach others to track as well. Another difference in kinds of mythologists is what one does with the story; I choose to have 

a ceremony, meet the myth where it is local, and witness what happens next. 

What are some of your favorite songs, symbols and myths? 

The World Tree is the symbol and myth with the most juice for me noǿΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ L ŀƳ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ά¦ƴƭŜŀǎƘƛƴƎ млΣллл 

²ƻǊƭŘ ¢ǊŜŜǎέ ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ς watch for it! 

* * * * * * *  

About AltarPlaces ς 

http://www.altarplaces.org/


Altar Places helps people see, appreciate and honor their role in the ongoing creation of this web, specific to the way we encounter 

and engage in the places around us. 

We encourage individuals and groups to seek active re-engagement with the places that no longer fortify them in order to recreate, 

reshape and re-story the energy and power the place holds. 

Through the engagement of individuals, groups and communities, we can begin to connect with this energy, celebrate its potential, 

and reshape the present and the future of a place. 

We believe all places, from the most metropolitan to the most rural, possess inherent, transformative powers. 

Our goal: To help people engage, exchange, reshape, and make way for the new story of a place, wherever and whatever that place 

may be. 

Our belief: Through active engagement with place, people provide a new palette where the place can retell its story, and create the 

foundation for the restructuring and reshaping of their own stories. 

Connections ς 

Maila T. Davenport Ph.D. 

drmaila at altarplaces.org 

AltarPlaces 

Black Seed Dreaming, Portland 

LinkedIn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.altarplaces.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/mailatdavenportphd


ά¢ƘŜ aȅǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ [ŜƳƳƛƴƎǎΦέ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ϧ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ άbŜǿ aȅǘƘƻƭƻƎȅέ ōȅ YŀǊƛ aŎDǊŜƎƻǊΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Times. Presented 

by Willi Paul, newmythologist.com 

Posted on December 2, 2012 by [ open myth source ] 

 

άLǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ Ǿalues and congruent practices, and that we need a new 

mythology that is responsive to the needs of our planetary emergency. Our new narratives need to be at once more truthful and 

empowering, inspiring a level of social change thus far unachieved by our era of access to information. With the application of 

carefully constructed cultural memes, crafted with responsibility and integrity, it may be possible to reach far more people with the 

internalized values and constructs of a sustainable paradigm. We need to replace the myth of humanity holding dominion over 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǿŜō ƻŦ ǎȅƳōƛƻǎƛǎΦέ Ya 

* * * * * * *  

Interview with Kari by Willi (her article follows): 

Who are the storytellers of the Permaculture Age? 

Good question. I may interpret this one a little differently than intended, so please feel free to re-direct me if I go off on a tangent! 

For me the storytellers of the Permaculture Age are those who are weaving the socio- cultural narrative of the Permaculture era. 

These can be any people who choose to tell that particular story through their actions and interactions. Aside from the obvious 

Permaculture heroes of Bill Mollison and David Holmgren there are others who have had a profound influence due to their own 

interactions with the Permaculture narrative. Such proponents of a sustainable new paradigm include Richard Heinberg and the 

Post-/ŀǊōƻƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ ƻǊ wƻō IƻǇƪƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻrtant to 

ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻΦ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ς the guru alone cannot create 

change; they can only command and inspire it. The rest of the chapters of the story need to be told by the active participants, as we 

are necessarily active participants in change, not mere recipients. Those who realize this become the storytellers, and the more 

conscious they are of this role the more effectively they fulfill it. 

Do you see yourself as a writer  of new myths or a critic of these attempts? Both? 

I definitely see myself predominantly as a writer of new myths. That is not to say that I dƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ ŎǊƛǘƛǉǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ 

of others ς whether positively or negatively ς and I tend to only offer supportive, positive critique as I see that as a more productive 

use of my time regarding generating positive change. I certainly enjoy researching past attempts and extrapolating from previous 

efforts at new mythology creation in order to build upon them and infer likelihoods for future successes. 

However, as a creative I prefer to actively participate in the construction of new narratives, new mythology. My first love was writing 

and I have always been fascinated by stories ς particularly the real-life stories of everyday heroes and historical events. Through 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ regarding social and cultural change; and it is 

clear that what has been most successful in generating change ς be it positive or negative ς is storytelling, the narrative that gets 

under the skin of society and creates gentle paradigm shift whilst the populace are to a large extent unawares (besides the obvious 

pioneering types). If I am able to effect the most subtle of changes via the writing of new myths then I will have achieved what I 

http://openmythsource.com/2012/12/02/the-mythology-of-lemmings-interview-article-on-new-mythology-by-kari-mcgregor-editor-spirit-of-the-times-presented-by-willi-paul-newmythologists-com/
http://openmythsource.com/2012/12/02/the-mythology-of-lemmings-interview-article-on-new-mythology-by-kari-mcgregor-editor-spirit-of-the-times-presented-by-willi-paul-newmythologists-com/
http://openmythsource.com/2012/12/02/the-mythology-of-lemmings-interview-article-on-new-mythology-by-kari-mcgregor-editor-spirit-of-the-times-presented-by-willi-paul-newmythologists-com/
http://openmythsource.com/author/openmythsource2/


consider to be wonderful things, most unbeknownst to those who will re-tell the stories and generate changes through their own 

lives and actions. 

Can you tell us who your new myth heroes are and why? 

My new myth heroes are those who I see exemplifying the everyday person rising to the challenges we see before us. My heroes 

include people such as Helena Norberg Hodge of ISEC and Economics of Happiness, as she has told an alternative story about what 

constitutes real wealth ς something that we cannot have if we only ever pursue monetary wealth. Vandana Shiva is another hero for 

me as she has been a huge inspiration in the grass-Ǌƻƻǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ ŀǊƎǳŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

asset for a liberated and sustainable society. I also see Derrick Jensen as a hero for his courage in telling truths that must be told 

regarding our level of avoidable damage to our planet, and his explanations of all social norms as narratives that can, and should be 

ς in many cases ς re-written. 

aȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƳȅǘƘ ƘŜǊƻΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳȅǘƘ ƘŜǊƻΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ old one. For me the myth of Cassandra has always 

ƘŜƭŘ ŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎΣ ȅŜǘ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ L ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƴȅ ά/ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄέΦ 

Cassandra was not a hero in old mythology as he prophesies were ignored and ridiculed, doomed as she was to envision the truth of 

ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ȅŜǘ ōŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ōȅ ƴƻ ƻƴŜΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŜǊŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭƛƎƘǘΣ ŀnd 

it is one that has plagued me throughout my adult life. I hope to re-write the narrative of Cassandra in a way that alerts people to 

the need to consider even that which they may not yet see as credible due to their own deficit in understanding. 

LǎƴΩǘ storytelling άƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎƭȅέ old fashioned and un-mediated? How do you measure the success of this activity? 

Perhaps it is old-ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ άƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎƭȅέ ǎƻΗ {ǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƭƭŜƴƴƛŀ ǘƻ 

communicate information and practices conducive to our survival, and we will continue to use it for millennia to come if we survive 

to do so. I feel that storytelling has been somewhat neglected in our information era as or culture, at least Western culture, now 

places a lot more faith in cold, hard scientific facts, much like the enlightenment era. Although these cold, hard, scientific facts are 

absolutely vital to our understanding of the world around us they generally do not resonate with many people, do not inspire 

behavioral change, are perhaps not sufficiently tangible to do so. Therefore I favor more the use of such information to underpin 

stories, much as the romantic poets of 18th Century Britain did as their response to the shortcomings of the Enlightenment era. I 

feel that we are now, in our rapidly developing hi-tech era, going through another Enlightenment spiral in which we need the 

balance of storytelling to deliver information in ways that can inspire positive behavior-change. 

Ultimately storytelling is an unmediated practice and its success at present is immeasurable, at least by any practices I know of. 

Again, it might be a little hangover from new Enlightenment values to feel a need to measure everything in order to point to direct 

causative effects. I certainly feel this need myself, but am aware that interactions are far too complex and often too subtle to see 

with the naked eye, so to speak. History does a wonderful job of tracking change in a way that can assist us in making inferences 

regarding what may or may not have been effective. So, although our measuring tools are blunt the success of storytelling can be 

inferred as certainly greater than the delivery of cold, hard facts if we look at examples of behavior change throughout history. 

Do you agree that the classic myths are no longer in play in our lives? Please explain. 

No, not at all. I see the classic myths as having a profound impact on our modern lives. As I mentioned before, for me the myth of 

Cassandra is the myth of our present era as we are facing a planetary crisis of the magnitude never seen before in human history 



and we are ignoring, ridiculing and disbelieving the wisdom of our prophets. From such myths we must take heed and work to 

ensure we treat them as a warning. In addition, many other classic myths are recycled and used in modern-day storytelling as they 

have been throughout millennia. The use of certain hero figures has always been effective, and despite cultural changes it is not 

ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎpiration of 

classic myths to the extent that all of our modern storytelling is done from the elevated position we only have when standing on the 

shoulders of giants. The classics will not become irrelevant, just updated to keep pace with our ever-changing world. 

 

 

* * * * * * *  
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In a culture of storytelling mythology is the cornerstone. It informs and shapes our worldviews with the power to construct, change, 

ƻǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 


