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Why are myths and stories so important to you?

Ironically, myths and stories are important because we have so few that have any value or integriy for
todayodos i ssues. I s ay -otuhtata ncdl aHsod il cy whoyotdhoss airbe gb usrc
redundant in themes and soap operatic in message. Game Boys and shoed e-ups are all the rage at

home, but there are no valuable myths in the depiction of white soldiers shooting up Arabs or

undergrads doing beer bongs! What spurs me to write my own new myths are the ethics and

principles of permaculture. Butthisso-c al | ed new Asoil design science
spiritual / culture kit, an d desperately needs visionary and sustainable partners to widen and realize a
Acommupatgen futureo without elsmrsorediwvari ty, gasol i

'b Lbe¢OwxL92 2L¢l Wb92 abyS$haronBlackdEditor@arthlineréview.drg | [
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Seeds & Ladders. A Conversation wiRermaculture Designedenny Pell, Pacific Northwest. By Willi PaBermacultureExchange

Two Updates from Ms. Pell
< | > May Hedgerows Workshop

Our partner educational neprofit, The Manav Foundationis hosting a threelay workshop on hedgerows. We will explore
conceptsof soil preparation, plant selection, planting techniques, irrigation, and ways to reduce maintenance, with ample time for
understanding budgets, phase planning, and tiimes. Each day will include classroom theory, design, andteagplicate hands

on projects.

Instructors Jude Hobbs & Jenny Pell
Dates May 18th to May 20th
To register, visithttp://www.manav.org/courses/

< | 1 >Community by Design, Lli€a new venture dedicated to exploring alternate models of sstlle agriculture. On ~58 acres
within 15 miles of Portland, we are crafting an experiment in ss@le farming, land ownerghiland stewardship, economics, and
community. We believe that by reducing the financial burdens of land ownership and by sharing resources, young farneers will b
able to earn a living and create an abundance that will benefit the greater community.



http://www.permaculturenow.com/
http://permaculturexchange.com/
http://www.manav.org/courses/
http://www.manav.org/courses/
http://www.communitybydesignllc.org/the-project/

We nowhave a total of 156 chickens, 12 geese, 2 donkeys and 2 goats on the farm. The animals are a welcome addition and make
the whole place more lively (and, in the case of the geese and roosters, much noisier!). The blueberries are startieg andaove
already have 20+ bebives on the site. The blackberries are, of course, starting to make a strong comeback socledlitty in the
blueberry rows is in full swing.

*kkkkk*

A big thank you t@arrie Nardellodo Y& FF @2NAGS {C LI AYGSNHO F2NJ LISN¥YAaairzy G2
Interview with Jenny by Willi

Willi: Tell me how you view permaculture and slow money. Do you have a sense of how those integrate in your life? Do you have
exanples of how that integrates?

Jenny;; S&® hyS 2F (KS LINRP2SO0la LQY 62N]Ay3 2y pMkcHKtdidey2 s A& | O
Portlandwhere we recetly bought a sixty acre farm that is transitioning to organic, that is definitely in the slow money category.
LGiQa | LINP2SOG RSaA3IYySR (2 adzlLI2NI avitt f20Ff TleieNazZ AYyAd
farmers- maybe six full time farm businesses that would have their own entrepreneurial business with their own client base,
marketing, etc, but also sharing extensive resources, leasing land from this property, but not having to buy the land.

{2 6SQNB f{gtarh lkageTarrifess Na the Bitg.
Willi: Nice

Jenny! YR GKS ARSI A& GKIFIG ¢6SQNB 3F2Ay3 G2 0SS tSraiay3a (K fIyR
GKS LXFeAy3d FASER FT2NJ Tl NYSNE aeatthekshnie timieknGtdheyrage yiying to &tdrt@ Small 6 d.
farming business, which is really hard to do.

The return on the investment is not cash, but rather successful small organic / biodynamic farms, building topsoil, amgl build
capacity for local farnentrepreneurs. The land and the infrastructure, the buildings, all the things that are going in are essentially
charitable donations to the project.

25Qftf 06S aONBSyAy3d OFYyRARFGS FIFNNYSNR &Gl NI Ay 3Is wheterthey wahtil y 3
to come in for three or four years and then you are more or less launched out of the nest at that point, we are reallydoping
attract people that want to stay long term.

Willi: Is this the LLC project on your website?
Jenny:Yesthis is the Community By Design Project.

Wiliih K 022t d [/ dd Q €2dz LINPYAAS | FTNBAK I LILINRFOK (2 GKS OKIF NI
document correct?

Jenny:Yes. We are looking at how legal, financial, and sociaNcbn® i & a SNBS FyR R2y Qi aSNIBS dzi
/| 2YAARSNAY3I G(GKS SGKAO&E 2F aOINB F2NJ LIS2LIX S yR NBOGdNFAy3 i
that actually support those ethics and are much more transpacentracts.

Willi: Oh, okay.

On this project, some farmers will be residents, and others will live nearby and commute to the farm. For the farmerssrégidgn
on site, we need a governance structure set up so that we can manage the residentiahdrea good neighbors. In addition, for
all the farmers, there needs to be protocols for sharing equipment and tools that are really straightforward.

The farmers will belong to a Cooperatv8 I OK FI NXYAy 3 o6dzaAySaa oAttt acuyhgtBe YSY O SNE
equipment up front as a ontme charitable donation to the project, and after that the management and care of all the equipment
will under the purview of the Gop. Everything from tractors, to the woodshop, greenhouses, road maintenanuentg etc. will


http://www.carrienardello.com/
http://www.communitybydesignllc.org/the-project/
http://www.communitybydesignllc.org/the-project/

be managed by the cop. We are developing systems that allow us to easily keep track of equipment usage so we can simply bill
monthly according to hours used on the equipment, space used in the buildingsi(walkler, barns) in ordehft equipment is

kept in good shape, blades get sharpened, fences repaired, etc. By formingghetos SQNBE GNB Ay 3 (G2 GF 1S ;
redundancies in equipment that can be very expensive for farmers.

Willi: Right.

Jennyhy G KS 02 YYdzy bking at @ gorerBande Stadite tHatllows us to make decisions in really healthy ways that
also allows us to remain peers and good neighbors, but also get the necessary work done, and embed excellent configst resolut
A0NY GS3IASasz Si OQdithecdhsensls model@into/samethifgditt is a little more streamlined, a little more action
oriented than process oriented.

Wiliih{l & 022f> yR ¢KIGd Aa GKFG OFffSRK La Al az2ySikKiay3d ySsg

JennyL G Qa yR4id GLKIFQA yOF f £t SR 58y FYAO D2@SNYIyOSs 2NJ {20A20NI Oé>
originally designed for an electronics company that wanted to experiment with a more engaged workforce, having more access to
the various tiers of mnagement and manufacturing, with the goals of creating a superior product, very satisfied customers, a
O2YYAGUSR FYR KIEINRg2NJIAYy3I 62Nl F2NOST 26 62NISNI FGONRbByA2y =
consensus.

Willi: Got .

JennyLy 5@yl YAO D2@SNYIyOS LIS2LXS INBE RAGARSR Ayilz2-omMRdZLla O
GOANDE S¢ yR GKS 2G4KSNJ Aa Iy aFNBylFés | LI IFOS 6KSNB ebdst2 LX S
SlidA@ItSyG Ay 9y3IftAaK A& LINRPoOolofeée GaALKSNBaA 2F Ay FfdzsSyoSos¢

2 AGKAY (GKSAS GalLIKSNBa 2F AyFfdzSyOSé GKSNB NBIFffe assdafaRy Qi
activity. It really minimizes conflict within the grouphtgway.

{2 tSiQa 2dzad YIF1S Al dzLd» [ S
YSSiAy3a FyR 2FFSNAyYy3I ARSI & «k
GKSNBEQa | R2dzotS tAYy{Ay3 LINE

& aleée @2dz 6SNB Ay {K@onloari OKS
StiAz2ya FyR OAOS I@Bmekample h ¥ 02
a GKFG YIF1Sa adaNBS GKFG | ff

Within your group you have a lot of autonomy, a lot of decision making authority to move your projects forward as a ghcaup wit
f20 fSaa YSRRfAy3Id ! yR @2dz R2y Qi KIFI@S G2 3ASiG O2yaSyadza TNR

58yl YAO D2@SNYyIyOS Aa I aSNASa 2F LINRG202f &z | 1Ay dueview2 o SN
the minutes from the previous meeting, etc. When an item is being discussed and actions decided each person in theskexip is a
AT GKS@& KIFE@S | &AL} NI Y2dzyli 202S0GA2y¢€3 6KAOK Aa OlYoScansdh O f

G2StfxX LQY y2G GKFG ONYXiT @& Fo2dzi AG odzi L OFy 02y &S yNB dir2a AGiK
CKSNBQa 20@A2dzafe | ¢K2fS 20 Y2NB (2 Reyl YAiTherchee®&NY/ | y OS
resources online, including its history, what kinds of groups are using it with success, and explanations of the ureteslging t
OO0SNYySGAOasY 2NJ aGKS NI 2F aGSSNAy 3¢ o L (heirowRspheresdffiiiencd, 2 SY
accomplish goals without having to bog down the entire group, have clear agreements, and move the entire organization forward
successfully.

L R2y Qi (y2¢ AF¥ (GKIFG YIFI1Sa aSyasSo
Willi: Oh yea, it does.
Willi: Tell me if you thinkhat the permaculture convergences, or those meetings, can help lead us to a new form of governance.

JennyL GKAY{1 320SNYIFIyOS Aa &2 LI NIAOdz I NJ G2 Odzf GdzZNB> | yoR GKI
usareworkingveriK  NR 2y daz2O0AFf LISNXI Odz GdzNBéE>X 2y K2 6S OFly 02YYd



end up in a tedious process), and not have animosity resulting from a governance process that end up feeling like dimaste of

In the social penaculture world, many people are experimenting with lots of different modalities, and | find dynamic governance to
0S OSNE LINBYA&AAY3AZ FYyR a2 LQY Ay@SaidAy3a GAYS €SI Ny AwriEthey 2 NB
permacuture ethics and human guilds.

Willi:h{Fe&d |, 2dzQ@S 06SSy (G2 O2y@SNBSYOS OdzZ GdzNSa Ay GKS b2NIK 2

Jenny:Yes, | often attend, sometimes get to be a speaker, and sometimes lead a workshop. Last year | was a speaker at the
Convergence in Oregon.

Willi: Okay, can you see the actual convergences and that organization of those yearly meetings as an alternative to some of these
20KSNJ F2N¥a GKIFG @2dzQNB al @Ay3kK

Jenny;, S43 GKS O2y@SNHSYOS AayQi ySOSaal NAf & dgoverdatme bulltRed SNY | y OS
convergence is a way for us as a bioregion of permaculture folks to get together and network and hang out and havera lot of f
G§23a3SGKSNE YR ftaz2 Fye2yS OFly 2FFSNI I 42 NJ aKDltd. Thekeynofed (i KA y 3
speakers are usually showcasing new projects, are expanding into new areas, and have something exciting to share with a bigge

' dZRASYOS® LQY y2i0 Ay@2ft @SR Ay GKS 2NBIYyAT A2y 2F (GKS 02y 0@

Willi: Gotcha. So | did partake in the North West convergence last year and had a great time and did present as well.

JennyLGQa | €20 2F Fdzyd® 2S KFER F2dzNJ 2NJ FAOS Kdzy RNBR LIS2LX S f
beforeG K & AG 6l & Of 2ASNJ G2 | Kdzy RNBR FyR FATGE @ 2régloniis glo®iOgNBE T
very quickly, as well as across the US and internationally. We are seeing a critical mass where our ranks are swallitidyvandq
particularly amongst a lot of young people. We work hard to accommodate more and more people so that they can get exposure
and get networked.

Willi: Jenny how do you define your bioregion?

Jenny:l would say Cascadiavest of the Cascade Mountairfspm southern British Columbia, down through Washington, Oregon,
and Northern California.

Willi:h{Feésx GKFrylaz GKFriQa ¢KFIG L GK2dzZ3KdGd ¢Sttt dza Fo62dzi hOOdz
life.

JennyL QY y 20 RYO&IWDSIRG At a2 L OFyQd &aLlSI] (2 GKFIGoed L GKAY]
GKSY mnmg:d L R2Yy QG 1y26 K2g AGQa& AYLIOGAYy3a YS LISNE22YlFffe 2
permaculture is a gwing interest where | am.

Willi: Okay, very interesting. Well, how can you grow the permaculture economy within the current sagging one? Do you see any
challenges in there?

Jenny:Many challenges but a stunning amount of opportunities as well. Lookitigeathical structure (or lack of ethics in these
structures) of the myriad contracts we negotiate, whether social contracts, legal contracts, and financial contractsyé tlink
agree that most of these contract are failing us at a fundamental level.

It moves us to really look at the decentralization of our various systems. One of the things | really love about perniadhhtiie
ddzLILI2 NIIa GAONI yiz KSFHfdKexs NBaAtASyidzZ RSOSyY (NI f A idéntralizee® dzLJa
T2ySa 2NJ g6KSGKSN) 82dzQNB Ay | NHzNI f aSddAy3azr Al RzeBayQid NBI

And so how do we in our neighborhoods, move off grids of all kinds. Water is a good exdiftgd@ years agat was illegal to

catch water off your own roof. How do we push our legislatures to change laws so that we can have access to localizéd systems
How much water would a neighborhood need, how can we have many cisterns of different sizes, whagavaigstrategies can

we use, etc.



Urban farming is another great example. In 2010 Seattle declared the Year of Urban Agriculture and they passed lataseto facili
access to urban fooqthey expanded household chickens from 3 to 8, they opened up all the geskiips to grow food, it is now
legal to sell things you grow on your property (produce, plants, seeds), and this year passed a new Cottage Food Lan sellyou c
specific things made in your nemommercial home kitchen.

To support a thriving local ecomy we have to look at how we spend our dollars and use our economic contracts with people in a
gl & GKI GQa o dzih f RAinAitial Odpitalisbdiak capRak topsdil tapifalAayidRsé on. A large part of building the local
economyandcreat avYl ff O2G0F3S AYRdZAGOGNASE A& Ffaz2 odzAftRAY3I &1Aff:
circulate enormously throughout your local economy much more than a credit card or a debit card at a store.

Toby Hemenwayalks about urban food zones: zone one is what you grow in your garden, zone two might be what you can get fron
your neighborhood; and if your neighborhood is participating then it can probably be a lot. It could berehgssauld be

somebody that makes something else from fruit, and as skill sets build and our horticultural pallet expands so our neiglsborho

will have quite a lot to offer. Zone three would be what you get from your farmers market, where you havéansélip with the

person who grows your food. Zone four would beam and again the smaller, the more local and dedicated yotorcis, the

better off you are. And finally zone five of food would be when you have to go to big box stores.

If you can priatize spending within your community and actively supporting local businesses you will notice new webs of
relationships emerging, which include interesting specialties, depth of skills in your neighborhood, friendships, andesitiere
form of commece.

Willi: Right; So, Jenny or you pro or anti capitalism or neither? Or how does that work for you? How does that work in transition?

Jenny:l really stay away from absolute terms like that, and | would say that | am really pro economics, and goinmgab dhéhat
g2NR (KIFIG O02YSa FTNRY (GKS K2dzZaSK2fRZI (GKS a2Al12a¢d 2KId R2Sa
come back to choosing to support our neighborhood commerce as well. Richness in our lives comes from so mu@mnmuoady

¢ SO0 to me commerce is a rich tapestry of a gift economy, barter, ststiate, and charging feprice. | want to look at our

economics in a really healthy way. | need to make a livelihood, | need to earn money, and how do | do that ined seayeah my
SGKAOad ! AL AYy 3F2Ay3IT o001 G2 GKS LINARYOALX Sa FyR Sirsutahs 2F o
rates, and | offer a sliding scale that can include barter. | try to scale it according to who my céiedttign | endeavor to spend

my money in a really ethical way.

L LI NGAOALIGS & YdzOK & L OFy AYy |y IftGSNYFGAGBS Sealgz2yYe:x
credit card, and so far have managed to avoid debt. | firad being in servitude too much to the dollar is just not a very fun way to
fAGS I tAFSP® LQOS fAPGSR 2y @OSNE tAGGES Y2ySeé | Yecaudelhavd Y&
kind of an attitude of abundance, andrdw how to live inexpensively.

Willi: £ SNE yAO0Se [SiQa asAiOK (KS @A06S KSNB® /Iy &2dz G§4Stt YS ¢
F3SK |1 2¢ @2dz2QNB R2Ay3 GKIF (K

Jenny:lf | had endless founts of money | would hire people t@eypoetry and songs in honor of all of these things. Artists have the
unique skill of translating what may take me pages and pages of text into a metaphor that people can reatty-gvasp A G Qa (i K
metaphor that we are hardvired to rememberg the storyrather than the explanation. Reconnecting to those deeper patterns,
SELISNASYOAYy3a (KS FINIAAGQE GA&A2Y | YR AYGESNIINBGlFIGA2YZ yR |

| have a small child, and | raised him from an infant to be an extrepagigrn literate, and to understand the deeper cycles of ¢ife
and at age 5 he is confident and clear of how that is reflected in himself and the cosmos. The pattern of a brain calirie the
pattern of the universe, the movement of your blood islikelt i 2 F gl GSNJ 2y GKS LI IFySiz SGiO0o
find that Permaculture in the Arts is an emerging part of our culture, and look forward very much to watching and pangjéipati

that new/old story coming to the fore.

Willi: Nice


http://patternliteracy.com/

Jenny:As someone who has the great opportunity to speak to diverse audiences I try to infuse my language with those symbols an
those metaphors in an artistic way, so that people have a deeper connection to the narrative.

Willi: Right on.
Jenny:L (i Qai thefy femember, and so you have to pepper your educational opportunities with all kinds of really rich storytelling.

hyS 2F (KS fSO0dz2NSa LQZS 0SSy 62Nl Ay3d 2y F2N aSOSNI t50BS | NA
gengationspostLISI { @ L a1 Yé | dzRASyOS {2 AYIFI3AAYyS @2dzQNB aAirddAiy3da |
t SI1é€2X YR K2¢g @2dzNJ GNRAOGS &dzZNBBAGBSR YR KNXGSRZkind.yPéoplageK | & R
really emotional when they realize they are the ancestors, and they have to examine what they are (or are not) doing to move
through this Peak Moment. | thirk @ S N.E s sibiyi goifiglo be differet¥ N2 Y { SF GGt S 2NJ LANI Stz [ 2
be a different story and of course what you choose to do now will greatly impact the future of your descendants.

Willi: Can you give me another metaphor besidestfilge that you do when you use it?

Jenny! y2GKSNJ YSGFLIK2N) GKFdG L dzasS + t20 Aa 2yS 2F | odzyRIFyOS |
bring something to the table? People in our culture have a bad habit of filling up #lileewhere someone else planted,

harvested, and cooked the food, eating more than their fill, and then walking away without doing the dishes! You neegl to brin
a2YSGKAY3 (2 GKS GFofSTZ yR L R2yQdG NIdultl beda knidterN®u cauld bele A G A &
0200t SNE &2dz O2dzZf R 6S I aSlkvyaiaNBaaz &2dz O2dz R OF NBlyrfageN OK A
gKFEG AG Aa 0SOlFdzasS GKSNBQa y2 2dzRIYIRY D NANITFA BIZWRSHINR yH2 NU26 KK
so that you have a place in your community, and that the community needs you, and that you need the community backldtthink a
of folks get distracted by wanting to be sslifficient, but really | thinkk | G Qa 3ISGGAy3 2FF GNF O1= GKI(
2NHI yAO AYUSNRSLISYRSYyOSe® ,2dz KI@S aiAffta FyR L KI @Sngaahdh f t &
GKFG AdGQa GKS AYdNAROI OASA 2 Tchhilfel SN By i ¥ariSoph€r Snd allkws ilis td ciedtigely a  d:
problem solve.

2 KSYy L KFE@S | LRGftdzO] L 6NAGS atfSFHasS oNRy3dI az2YSdiKAy3a 20!l
something preLJ- O1 F 3SR® b 20 | dzasking evéryoBe taislavé Gliklaylc@dhng \judtiio have a deeper connection to
the food at some level!

Willi: ¢ SNNATFAOP LQff &1 2dzad 2yS Y2NB AF @2dz K @S GAYBK LQR f
projects; how can & make those folks more competitive?

Jenny¢ KIF Q& 'y SEOSttSyid ljdSadrzy FyR LQtt 483 AT L OFy I RRN

So | personally would rather have one beautifully made, hand knitted sweater rather than thirty frorbexbégore. fien you

value of that product, maybe know where it came from, perhaps understand its provenance, or its origins / source, theonténas
YSIYyAy3add L ¢2dzZ R LISNBE2YIlFffe& NIGKSNI KI@S | fAG0fGhelgand &2 YSiK
respect and honor the work those goes into things and pay the real price for things. The main reason that things are tbesheap
days is that fossil fuels are so cheap. When gas is at ten dollars a gallon it will be different. | encouypsgypaake choices to
ddzLILI2 NI 201t FNIA&lya (G2 Ffft2¢ (0K2&S LIS2LX S 6K2 KI GBSusti K2 &
a relearning, a reconnecting to the value of things.

* %k k k% %

Jenny Pell Bie

Jenny is a permaiture designer, consultant, and teacher based in Seattle, WA. Jenny specializes in edible landscapes, urban
permaculture, and creating "living genetic banks" of useful and valuable plant materials on projects large and smalleRerent
include a faae permaculturefood foreston public lands in Seattle, a twazre demonstration garden at Evergreen State College,
and a collaborative project integriag permaculture on a 68cre organic farm outside of Portland, OR. She has a small urban farm
in Seattle where she experiments with mixed annual and perennial hedgerows.
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http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/ppatch/locations/BeaconFoodForest.htm
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Jenny Pell
jennypell at gmail.com

http://www.permaculturenow.com
http://www.communitybydesignlic.org/theproject/
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Justice Begins with Seeds Conferendaterview with Presenter Katherine ZavaldDEX Presented by
the biosafetyalliance.orgMay 18¢ 19, 2012, SF. By Willi Paul, Planetshifter.com Magazine.

The purpose of the upcomintustice Begmwith Seeds conferends to grow the food sovereignty movement by advancing learning
and building coalitions between the GMO countaovement in the US, and other movements thriving to develop sustainable food
systems, alleviate climate change througti practices, defend the rights of indigenous communities, reduce social inequalities and
encourage citizen democracy against corporatocracy.

* k k k k kx %

Interview with Katherine by Willi

As a symbol, what does a handful of GMO seeds mean to you?

GMO seds represent a threat to securing a sustainable food source for future generations.
Are food aid orgs bringing GMO food / seed to underfed areas in the world?

Right now the Gates Foundation has been promoting an initiative called AGRance for GreeiRevolution in Africa. AGRA
promotes expensive, subsidized fertilizers, pesticides and hybrid seeds, a concept that is not economically or envirgnmentall
sustainable. It puts the private sector in charge of the seed supply and replaces public andddeaistems. In addition, the Green
Revolutions reduces resilience and creates a high level of dependency on subsidies and credit, putting small scale figgimers at
risk.* (Source: Food Sovereignty Systems: Feeding the World, Regenerating Ecosysteid#dreboal Economies and Cooling the
Planetc all at the same time November 2011)

As has been mentioned in many sources of information the Gates Foundation has embraced genetic engineering techndi®gies for
ventures into Africa. The development oM®s has not reflected the needs of consumers, smallholder farmers, or the environment
but has explicitly been along lines to maximize profits of multinational corporations (such as Monsanto, which holdsriteeqrate
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over threequarters of the GMO seedsigently being planted) and reflects the view of the world of the technocratic elements of
society- the engineers, businesspeople, and bureaucrats. GMOs embody power differentials in our society.

Do you feel that issues of food security are understoodthy first world?

[AGAY3 AYy {Iy CNIXyOAaO2z | LINRPINBaarg@dS OAle oKSNB @&@ws dzNDb |
bias perspective on this question. But in general, if you look at the heavy subsidies that the FirsttWemntdhgnts are providing to
farmers to ensure that massive monoculture conventional type of farming is being practiced to the point where corn is
overproduced and given as feed for animals, there is a lack of understanding of what food security meghsiform2 ¥ G KS 6 7
population.

Does IDEX promote permaculture as a localization strategy? If so, how?

International Development Exchange (IDEX) identifies, evaluates, and grows the best ideas from local leaders and osgmization
alleviate poverty and jastice around the world. IDEX supports commuitéty solutions that are making a huge difference for
people living in extreme poverty. The initiatives come from people who want to create change for themselves. We provide the
financial support.

Local leades and community members do the rest. The work or our grantees typically integrate two or more of our core themes:

w 22YSyQa 9YLRSSN¥YSyI
w .dAfRAYy3I 20+t SO2y2YASa
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For many of the communities IDEX supports, land, water, andissae central to their survival, livelihoods and health.
Permaculture is part of the agroecological practices our partner organizations value and promote to secure sustaintgiity of
community livelihoods.

Together with these themes, our partners aghntees work in ways that honor the rights of women, indigenous communities and
other minorities, reflect economic, social, cultural, and political realities, and create solutions that have commitmetiidrom
grassroots.

Please tell us what the key praiples are in sustainable agriculture?

Thanks to the learnings of our South African partners: BiowatcH{adeNJ Jf dz&d t S 2 LJf iSDugbantaNB=8ps Toivn 6 | &4 SR
NB & LIS O i A O Safed \Eith iiskh8 Eo@ Pricipieof agroecology, which is the model for sustainable agriculture. All the
following text comes fromathreR I @ | AINRSO2f 238 O2yFSNBYOS 62NJ aK2LJ 2NBFyAT S
Biosafety and the Right Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty Campaign.

Agroecology (AE) came about with the convergence of two scientific disciplines: agronomy (the study of soil managemept and cr
production) and ecology (the study of the relationships between organismshenenvironment). As a science, AE is the application
of ecological science to the study, design and management of sustainable@uggstems.

As a set of agricultural practices, AE seeks ways to enhance agricultural systems by mimicking naturas piocesseating
beneficial biological interactions and synergies between the components of theegggystem. It provides the most favorable soil
conditions for plant growth, particularly by managing organic matter and by raising soil biotic activity.

Agoecology has the following core principlest:

wSOe Ot S&a ydziNARSyiGa FyR SySNHeé 2y GKS FFENY:I NIGKSNI GKFyYy A
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5ABSNEATFASAE aLISOA SaecdsystBmsdvenfi@diahdspadd & 2 dzNDOSa Ay | 3ANJ
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http://www.surpluspeoplesproject.org.za/
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than focusing on individual species; and
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delivered from the top down.
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Agroecology as a basis for changk is a counter movement toreble smalscale farmers and farm workers/ farm dwellers to take
control of their natural resources and manage their environment in a sustainable way. It is viewed as an emancipataty politic
project based on social and economic justice, and rooted atoggcally sound practice.

Agroecology is not a orsizefits-all approacht geographical and cultural diversity is important. Agroecology should be linked to
broader social, political, cultural and economic transformation.

It would logical that the rich gri-business companies would have the most resources to assist NPOs? Are GMQO's being forced
upon people in need?

Five giant corporations (Monsanto, DuPont, Syngenta, Bayer, Dow) dominate the US$4.5 billion (2004 figures) global @&rket for
seed with incone coming from seed sales and the technology fees farmers have to pay for using patented seeds. They are selling
only two types of GE crops: herbicide resistant crops that allows the farmers to spray more herbicide; and crops thdtkeehave
insecticides.

Worldwide the US grows the most genetically engineered crops with an estimated 54.6 million hectares of GE crops produced in
2006. Argentina comes second with 18 million hectares, followed by Canada, Brazil, China, Paraguay, India and Sougigkfrica in
place.

Il OO2NRAY3 G2 | . A26FGO0OK NBLRNIX GKS {2dziK ! TNAOI 3I20SEYyYSy
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planted, what the environmental and health risks are, or that the GM maize can contaminate their traditional maize varieties.
C2Nlidzyl GSftes & | NBadzZ i 2F I NBOSyid FINNYSNI SEOKI y3asSeE O kS
to the free maize seed!

How are poverty and issues of food security connected? Can you give us some examples?

In Africa, GMOs are marketed as a solution to poverty and food security and an opportunity African farmer should notaaiss. Si
IDEX has beepartnering with communitybased organizations in South Africa for several years, we are familiar about the contextual
situation in regards to GM crops. South Africa is the one of 7 developing countries worldwide, which are growing GM crops for
commercialpurposes, and | believe the only country in Africa producing a GE crop as part of the staple food of its pop@E&tion
white maize. South Africa imports and exports GM maize as animal feed.

South Africa now devotes an estimated 300,000 hectares to ggpBEE white and yellow maize, soybean and cotton. About 80% of
the cotton grown in South Africa is GE. Field trials have been conducted on potatoes, wheat, canola, sugarcane, applesgucaly
strawberry, sugar beet, tomato and sweet potato to identify@aEeties for commercial production.

South African agriculture mirrors the high levels of inequality in the country. There isdeatgeindustrialized commercial farming
sector and a smablcale, labor intensive, low input sector where farming is ofiae of a number of livelihood strategies for poor
rural households.

Commercial agriculture produces most of the food for the country and makes an important contribution to export earnings. Smal
scale agriculture is largely confined to the former aparttf¢id YSt I yYRaA P ¢KSaS | NBSFa NBYIFAY K2YS
population and 70% of the poor. Most smatlale farming contributes to the survival of poor rural households with any surplus sold
on local markets to meet cash needs.

Most of the usage of Ecrops is mainly in the commercial sector. Commercial farmers are accustomed to buying seeds and other
inputs. Most smalikcale farmers save seed from the harvest for planting.



In South Africa, the uptake of GE crops amongst sscale farmers have bedimited to schemes (government packages) where
farmers receive a package of inputs and support and loans from the Land Bank. Even though industry reports have indicated an
increase of yields of up to 220 per cent for srsathle GE cotton and maize farmersSouth Africa, the farmers risk getting trapped

in debt cycles if their crops fail and they are not able to repay loans and buy seed again.

South Africa has never developed a policy on Genetically Engineered crops, nor included the public inrdekisgpabout GE
activities in the country. The National Department of Agriculture is responsible for both promoting and regulating GMOs and
biosafety, while the Department of Health is responsible for labeling legislation and monitoring health impactepahnbnt of
Environmental Affairs and Tourism, the lead agent for biosafety and biodiversity has been silenced by other more influential
government departments and has almost no say over the impact of GMOs on the environment.

South Africa does have a GM®t 15 of 1997, which is supposed to regulate the production and release of GMOs in the country and
should address biosafety concerns. Regulations passed in 1999 cover permits, risk assessment, registration of fatidities, pub
notification of a proposedrial or general release of GMOs, accidents, waste management and appeals.

The GMO Act contains a number of flaws. It does not make adequate provisions for risk assessments, it imposes liability for
environmental and other damage on the end user (farmecamsumer) rather than the provider, and it does not allow for proper
public input or oversight in permit granting procedures.

The Act is essentially a mechanism to fiaatk permits for field trials, commercial releases and the import and export of &ps.cr
CKSNE atAftt KFrayQd oSSy 2yS Sy@ANRYYSylrt AYLIOG aaSaavySy

There has been no public policy process to determine the use of GE in South Africa and-deskéngnhas been characterized by a
lack of transparency and denial of access to information, as it was withessed in the High Court case between Biowatch&outh Afri
Monsanto and the Department of Agriculture.

Biowatch is a small South African rRgovernmental organization campaigning in hablic interest for sustainable agriculture,
OA2ZRAOGSNBAGEY O0A2alFFSGe FyR FINNYVSNBRBQ NRIKGAD C2NJ YI yeopse SI N
in South African agriculture. It has always argued that there are health mricbamental risks resulting from this technology, and

that it diminishes food security and food sovereignty.

In 2000, the state had consistently refused to provide Biowatch with requested official information about the plantingcodizM
in South AfricaAs a result, Biowatch was forced to take legal action to exercise its constitutional right to this information.

This litigation brought in the public interest by Biowatch to compel the Department of Agriculture to provide accessnadtiaior
held by it relating to permits for the introduction of genetically modified food and crops in South Africa, was held in court in May
2004.

Biowatch originally instituted the actioqrelying on its constitutional right of access to informatipagainst the Registr Genetic
Resources, Executive Council for Genetically Modified Organisms and the Minister Agriculture-(@ehightities). Monsanto

intervened in the court case, on the basis that it needs to protect its commercial confidentiality. The partidateejgined by

{2y SOAft SR t SRAINBSR {SSR /2YLI}ye FyR 5Stidl IyR tAyS [l YR

This is a classic case of where huge multinational interests are protected by the government, at the expense of transparency,
democracy ad social justice. Not only are these corporations unaccountable, but the government in the courts is now acting to
protect their interests.

This case was conducted on the basis for Africa and its people to have the right to make an informed choice atbibnatyvgnow
and eat and not be subjected to inappropriate political pressure to compromise their food security.

In 2009 Constitutional Court Justice Albie Sachs handed down judgment in the Biowatch case, calling the case "a matter of gre
interest to thelegal profession, the general public, and bodies concerned with public interest litigation." Justice Sachs set aside the



costs order awarded against Biowatch in favor of Monsanto and further awarded legal costs in the High Court hearingsfin favor
Biowach and against the state. The bench of eleven judges was unanimous in its decision.

The judgment in the Constitutional Court was the culmination of a-g@w legal battle. The case has important implications for
South African justice. It means that orgzations acting in the public interest will be able to litigate to gain their rights without
necessarily expecting the "chilling effect" of costs orders against them. This bodes well for public confidence in tAdri8anth
legal system.

"This verdicts a victory for Biowatch but also sets an important precedent for all those promoting the public interest", has said Rose
2AfEAFYAZ A28 G0KQAa RANBOGZ2NI b. A26F 0K | OGAGAGASA 6Fy y?2
wish tothank the many hundreds of individuals and organizations who have supported us during the course of the case, as well as
the Legal Resources Centre for representing us so ably."

YI G§KSNAy SQa . A2

A native of Peru, Katherine has been with the IDEX teace £605 specializing in partnership development, participatory
grantmaking and social justice philanthropy. Katherine travels regularly to Guatemala, Mexico and South Africa as pasditef IDE
visits and selection of new grantees. Katherine is passicalad@t bridging global learnings from IDEX Partners with locélds&d
organizations and supports spaces for exchanges of experiences and information. K&heoseilluminating experience was
volunteering with an indigenous womead organization in Gatemala for 5 months, supporting their economic development and
training programs. Katherine earned a Mag&ein International Relations from San Francisco State University in 2005.

Connections;

Katherine Zavala, Program Manager
Grassroots Alliances

International Development Exchange (IDEX)
Katherinez at idex.org
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Justice Bedins with Seeds Conferendaterview #2 with GMO Edcator & Presenter Pamm Larrigbelgmos.org Presented
bybiosafetyalliance.orgMay 18¢ 19, SF. By Willi Paul, Planetshifter.com Magazine.

The purpose of the upcomingpnferenceis to grow the food sovereignty movement by advancing learning and building coalitions
between the GMO countemovement in the US, and other movemts thriving to develop sustainable food systems, alleviate
climate change through soil practices, defend the rights of indigenous communities, reduce social inequalities and enitizerage
democracy against corporatocracy.

Please see Justice BeginthmBeeds Conference Interview #1 viitesenter Katherine ZavallbDEX. By Willi Paul, Planetshifter.com
Magazine.

* k k k k k%

Fromlabelgmos.org
The Health Risks of Genetically Engineefembds Are Unclear

Unlike the strict safety evaluations required for the approval of new drugs, the safety of genetically engineered foodsaior h
consumption is not adequately tested. There have been NO-emg studies conducted on the safety of germatily engineered

foods on humans. The issue of GM food safety was first discussed at a meeting of the Food and Agriculture Organizatten (FAO),
World Health Organization (WHO) and biotech representatives in 1990. The "substantial equivalence" cosgaeppesed in early
1996. The adoption of the concept of substantial equivalence allowed permission to market and sell new foods withoutyy safe
toxicology tests as long as they were not too different in chemical composition to foods already oartket.fSedcDA GRAS

proposa] To decide if a modified product is substantially equivalent, the product is tested by the manufdotuneexpected

changes in a limited set of variables such as toxins, nutrients or allergens that are known to be present in the unraodifiéd f

these tests show no significant difference between the modified and unmodified products, then no furtidesdéaiy testing is
required.

* k k k k% %

Interview with Pamm by Willi
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What are some of the shorterm and longterm effects of eating GMO foods?

We don't know as there have been NO long term human studies on these foods. Animal studies indicate prdNIBrhsth sides
do not recognize the respective science of the other side. This is why we want them labeled: to not be part of a long term
experiment without our consent.

What is the EPA and FDA track record on GMOs?

They deregulate them with fervor andearampingup deregulations even more, despite outcries from the public, organizations and
businesses around the country. They listen to industry and not to the people who want GMOs labeled. Over 90% routimely poll i
favor of labeling. In terms of proteiag organic or nofGMO farmers: they protect the AGBIO industry, not those whose livelihoods
depend on food produced from seeds instead of a laboratory.

Tell us about the forces that are fighting to not label GMO foods?

They are the chemical companies thmbduce the genetically engineered seeds and all the chemicals that the farmer has to buy to
use them. They are the large monoculture agribusiness companies who are shoving out small farmers and poisoning @sdhe soil
our planet. They are the huge grery stores who are afraid folks will not want to buy GMO foods (and they are often on the boards
of directors of the other companies mentioned above.) It is all the forces out there that fight food sovereignty of the pedpty

can make a profit whileuining the world.

Where is the CA Right to Know Genetically Engineered Food Act now? What are the next steps?

We handed in almost a million signatures to the state on May 2. We are now building our alliances and endorsements fo show al
Californians thathis is broad based and we will not back down, like every legislative effort has.

Is there a home test to detect GMOs?
Not that | know of.
What about GMO, pets and their food?

We had to focus on ONE thing that could get a crack in the door. That isitab&the foods on the US market in processed foods
and that were genetically engineered themselves. To include all sorts of other things would have made this far morealdétult
voted in. Once this is voted in, | believe legislation will be mucteetsget through...and that form of law making is far less
expensive and difficult than an initiative.

Is Labelgmo.org doing independent tests on the food?
Not yet.

Can you estimate how many ne@MO foods that are on the shelf at WholeFoods? Rainbow @rgén SF? At the Grand Ave
Weekend Farmers Market?

WholeFoods? Actually | went looking for them awhile back and it wasn't all that easy to find them. Although not all ofodtdwle
wants labels, some in that chain are very conscious and try to do thething. They are transitioning to the NéBMO Project
verified label soon. | am not familiar with Rainbow Grocery. | have never seen soy, cottonseed oil, sugar beets, daidlecoi,
Hawaiian papaya at any Farmer's Markets. The only crops bfateould have been transgenics (which are what this law
addresses) are zucchini and crookneck squash. This year, transgenic sweet corn will be on the market. So, in termsof Farmer'
Markets this law basically doesn't even apply to them much (excepthferthree crops mentioned). Short answer for farmer's
markets = 3 are GMO so the rest aren't.

Do organic food producers want to disclose their GMO content?

| don't know as I'm not an organic food producer, but my guess would be no.
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Pamm's Bd ¢

Pamm Larry is a mother, a grandmother, a former midwife and farmer. She has lived in Chico, California for 34 yeargshas alwa
0SSy AYUSNBadSR Ay NBFfzX KSIfGKe F22Rd {KS KIa NBOSyghtse 0S5
and is the Original Instigator for the initiative and Northern California Director for Label GMOs.org

Connectionsg

Pamm Larry

labelgmos.org
plarry at labelgmos.org


http://www.labelgmos.org/

=t O e |
R N i .:(\

Eden E'.ntrebf.e“héUr

| LJLJ S{SSR t $lalivand trhndgezdl B ayr@am. Interview with Dyami NagRegan and Ethan Roland by Willi
Paul,PermacultureExchange
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Are you interested in finding a piece of land to steward, manage, farm on and grow with for the-h@xtehrs? Would you like to
start an agricultural enterprise or educational farm without the challenges of purchasing land? Appleseed Perm&cglad to
announce our new projecAppleSeed Land Managers

Essentially, we build symbiotic relationships that put people on the land and generate multiple focaysital for everyone

involved. Land managers will receive compensation for their services, and land owners will achieve returns on their its/@stmen
financial, material, living, social, or cultural forms of capital. We are building this maa&ing grvice to meet the parallel unmet
YySSRad 6SQ@S SyO02dzyiSNBR Y2y 3 2dz2NJ RSaAdy Oft ASyidax 2dzNJ & dzR
communities. We invite you to be among the first people who try a new approach to meeting propanggement and

development needs by engaging in the AppleSeed Land Managers process.

* % % % % % %

Interview with Dyami and Ethan by Willi
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Land Managers was born baf our observation of the social and cultural systems in which we live. We run a thriving permaculture
RSaAdysz O2ydadzZ GAy3a FyR Ayaidltt FANY YR FAYR GKIF G Yrerdgyor 2 F
financial capitato manifest fully functioning permaculture systems. Our clients do often have living capital in the form of land but
lack the intellectual, experiential and temporal capital necessary for its regeneration. At the same time, organic farmers,
permaculture @signers and ecsocial entrepreneurs are struggling to get access to land to grow food, their own experience, and
their businesses.

AppleSeed Land Managers is a perfect solution for both parties. It functionally interconnects land and people to oftendjgso

for multi-capital exchange and development. Traditional property management isioleel, and often focuses on foskikl-
consuming "aesthetics”, or at best functional maintenance. Land Managers offers a completely different paradigm: Lasduwotvner
land managers collaborate with each other to regenerate their local ecosystems and communities.

AppleSeed Land Managers don't just "manage land". They build multiple forms of capital by creating right livelihoods based on
integrated permaculture degh strategies. For example, two positions we're currently looking to fill are a Farmer and Farm Educator
at a private boys school. The Farmer will develop a diversified organic farm that provides 100% of the fruits, vegetalitssfand

the school andall valueadded niche crops to the local market. The Farm Educator will teach hundreds of students how to
understand their ecosystem, integrate water and animals into the landscape and grow their own food. Both positiondiare full
salaried positions wh benefits. It's a wirwin-win for the land managers, the school and the environment.

2 KIFG fSaazya KIFI@S @&2dz f SINYSR (2 RFGS a @2dz aYIFIGOK flyR 2

This is a brand new program so the learning has just begun. One thing that walr@wclis that we will only work with Land

Managers and Land Owners who have committed to ongoing personal development and clear communication. We've also learned
that although there are other programs working in the same realm as we are (Farm link, sahiaukts, etc.), our interviews with
potential land managers indicate they are not yet particularly enticing or effective.

Is this a capitalist program?

We envision a world of abundance, where eactinnected bioregional democracies empower all peoplethtive and evolve to
their fullest potential.

And, we recognize that our current oppressive financapitatbased system makes this difficult to achieve.

2SS 0StAS@PS GKFG 6SQNB Ay | GAYS 27F NI LA R tolngliBateNde tRahsiong OK I y 3
AppleSeed Land Managers is an excellent example of one such strategy.

It functions well in the current world by providing opportunities for:


http://appleseedpermaculture.com/appleseed-land-managers/
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While simultaneously preparing both Land Managers and Land Owners for a world of abundance by:

w 5S@St2LAY3T GKNARGAYI LISN)¥YI Odzf G§dzNBE fF yRaOl LISaA
w -skflling forgetful hands and smembering ourselves as @weative participants in the esystem
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What alternative economic policies and programs do you partake in?

Through work with the Financial Permaculture Institute, AppleSeed Permacultutevedoped the 8 Forsiof Capital to expand

and transform the current economic paradigm towards permaculture. This lens supports us to understand our professional and
LISNBE2YFEf AYyGiSNI OdAaz2ya &4 SEOKIy3ISa y20 0O02YY2yfé n@hot dzSR (K2
financialcapital legal agreements with our clients using the model.

We are ecesocial investors, investing financial, intellectual, experiential and temporal capital into viable enterprises around the
62NI Rd wSOSy il LINE2S @8Gapsqiningple SyryindGada lUSvVersitl iiterdatiof, teiRCarbon Farming Course
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How is the AppleSeed Land Managers program an example of whgiems thinking?
See our response to the first question.

Having worked in corp. sustainability, civil land engineering and other ecologgated endeavors myself, can you ebgin how you
YAIKEG dzaS G22ta FNRY GKS&aS GLINBOdz2NE2N) FASEt Ra¢ 6AGK GKS | RO

We build integrated project teams including firms from the professional design and corporate worlds. Our recent work with

the Regenesis Grolyas helped us to understand the value of deep collaboration in quickly multiplying regenerative strategies.
wlkEiGKSNI GKIFYy FOGSYLIIAYy3a G2 LldzaK F2NBI NR [-darnhg witrethe 8xceliehtfaddz 6 S Q
openrminded folks in from many different professions.

What is working well at Gaia University these days? What could be improved?

Gaia Universityust hosted its first aline orientation with participants from all over the world (including embattled places like Syria)
bringing the brilliant integrative toebox of Gaia University to folks who otherwise might not be able to attend. Gaia University is
also launching an upgded Permaculture Diploma program providing opportunities for right livelihood and ongoing education after
the Permaculture Design Course.

Gaia University multiplies its impact with every new person that engadekat would improve Gaia U right now is regreople
committing to build their ecesocial design capacities by signing up for one of the programs!

| 26 62dz R &2dz SELX FAY aOFNbB2y FINNAYIE G2 | 1 &SFEN 2fRK
Many of the things people do every day harm the environment. For example, driving cars or feagirigom the grocery stores and
turning on the lights in a house all release pollution into the sky. Carbon farming takes harmful pollution out of thiepaitsai

into the soil, where the plants can eat it and grow healthy delicious food for us to eat

Please visipermaculture exchangand tell me what you see?

A great idea under development; excellent alignment with AppleSeed Land Managers. Can we open a Northeast USA mirror?

Do you think hat ecosystems exist more in our minds than on our lands?


http://www.hudsonvalleycurrent.org/
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http://permaculturexchange.com/

Are these two things separate?
What is sacred to you?

All the beautiful ones, and all the ugly ones, and all the braytetd ones, and all the exhausted ones, that sing their song as best
they can in the middle of this crazy world. We bless them all as equally sacred, while grieving the misfortunes and atrocities that
humans have chosen and humbly creating small offerings of great beauty as each sun rises and sets.

For those of us striving to visitvhat characterizes Eden? Tell us about the symbols and mythology of your Eden?

Ripe persimmons and pawpaw ice cream. A swim in a stfedmpond in June in the foothills of the mountains. The melody and
harmony of our family singing to greet the day.

OurgYozfa FINBE GKS &ddzyz GGKS Y22y3> GKS NIAy>I GKS aSSRax hdzNJ 9
practices will allow for Eden to manifest right here on our earth.

Not long ago we traveled to Ireland, seeking our ancestral sditla@ seeds that grew in it. Our ancestors, the best of them and the
worst of them, the Jews and the Catholics, the Greeks and the Romanians and the English and the Belarussians, the miusicians a
the cigarrollers and the rubber factory machinists and thieklemakinggrocerystore-owners and the lawyers and the fisherman,

grew and loved and lived and died right through the thick brambly mess of the development ofthe fof SR & @adled( S Ny ¢
6 Odzt GdzNB¢ (GKI G S@Sy y26 Lwknkingradss bidd SopavtiRsitiiesongsbindigeRolisbdglasy | G S
wherever they struggle to survive on the planet.

Our ancestors lived at the same time Dersu Uzala trapped sable over the-8ihmgtand at the same time Kristen Lavransdatter

defied the lawsof sin and sanctity in the name of love and truth, and at the same time hummingbird boy tried to sing the
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beautiful face into the tunk of a sycamore tree down the stream from our house, the legacy of which lives today in the Dutch name
F2NJ GKS yI GA@S 2Fomhaksk yiyikstrings sagdy20,00@rodeive dveave our Eden.
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Dyami NasorRegarnis a ceownerand lead designer at AppleSeed Permaculture LLC, where she guides the master planning proces:
for regenerative developments and edible landscapes in the Delaware, Hudson, and Housatonic river valleys. In the $pling and
Dyami manages all installatiomgjects at AppleSeed, transforming degraded and underused lawns, farms, and forests into food
producing gardens of Eden. She holds an MS irfSec@l Design from Gaia University, and a BS in né@ased mentoring from

Empire State College. Her foundatias a permaculture designer developed through 7 years of nature awareness education in the
lineage of Tom Brown Jr., Jon Young, and the global cultural mentoring community. She continues to support the workaghWild E
and the Vermont Wilderness Scholglading the teen outdoor immersion for the annual Art of Mentoring program in Vermont. At
home, Dyami manages her family's small scale livestock and excels as a kitchen algheldigttransforming the local, seasonal,

and wild foods into delicious arftblistic meals. She models earthre through seltare, remaining wellested, welifed, and joyful
through all of her work and professional achievements. Overall, Dyami is a passionate regenerative designer who supports the
people around her to build deerelationships with their local communities and ecosystems.

Ethan Rolands an international expert on sustainable agriculture and permaculture design based in the Hudson River Valley. He
studies and practices permaculture in all corners of the worldnftbe wild apple forests of Kazakhstan to the tropical monsoon
ecosystems of Thailand. Ethan builds resilience for local and global communities through his design firm AppleSeed Permacultu
LLC, organizes the Carbon Farming Course, and is redesignfigdtioé higher education through Gaia Universiijhe University

for World Changers. Along with seats on the board of the Apios Institute for Regenerative Perennial Agriculture and tile Mindf
Living Initiative, he holds an M.S. in E3mcial Design anglogs his research on financial permaculture, ecosystem investing, and
carbon farming at LJILJ SA SSRILISNX | Odzf (G dzNBEd02YQa of 23
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Deston Denniston

A Regenerative Ag Incubator for Veteragdnterview withDeston DennistonVets Cafe Program (Pac NW) by Willi
Paulpermaculture exchange
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processes by the Armed Services medical staff, reinterpreted by VA doctors into their own bureaucratic forms, and then often
returned to the soldier come vet with no recognizance of theevahs understanding of the diagnosis, let alone long term care and
treatment priorities they face. PTSD or TBI account for a staggering 25% of all veterans claiming disability. Vetsuffpicaiig or

the other severely, though seldom both concurréntl F YR a4 S@OSNBf & o¢

Disabled Veteran's Challenges in Transition toward Higher Educdtipibeston Denniston

G¢KS OSydSNLIASOS 2 7l bétKeSreatiGhinfza functiohad farn, Mddd@Ibd-after the finest regionally and climate
appropriate examples of mixed perennial and animal production. As the name suggests, the program will host seasonal themed
fund-NJ A &Ay 3 FSI & a Zratiarrofall things farf,Srant pasturedo pkaté. {n &diition to CSA and Direct Marketing,
accents of business operations that create regional draw in the manner of retreat and education centers will quietly phemote

real Mission of the program, which o provide veterans with skills in conservation, agriculture, forestry, ecology and business
GKAOK gAff SyLiz2e GKSY Ay G(KS ONBlIGA2Yy 2F F22R aSOdz2NAidGezZ N

RFPSeeking Washington State Host Site for Veterans Entrepreneurial Training & Studies in Conservation, Agriculture, Forestry
and Ecologyy Deston Denniston
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Interview with Deston by Willi
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encouraged to fit a shape. Just fitting in a space isn't the same as reawinge though. Some plantand people prune well. The

training that vets go through, even if we never see combat, changes our shape forever. That doesn't mean that we all fit into
career military nicheif that was the case there would be a lot maeeenlistment and no forced service extensions. Being suited to

a niche is different than being pruned to fit in a place. The 'pruning' of military service is extensive and, just ljtentstrsome


http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/
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http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/include/pdfs/veteranscollegechallenge.pdf
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can take it hard as it comegrapes, or comfreyandsome don't take to it well at all'm thinking of a marjoram | nearly lost after
cutting it back; the existing growth nearly died and it was 3 years before it grew more than a few leaves.

After a traumatic injury, a huge amount of the body's and the mignsrgy and resources get tied up the recovery process. It can be
months before a trauma survivor can absorb new and unfamiliar informatiorean have it stick and stay, to ‘learn’. If the survivor
doesn't have adequate supports, things become foreigthtd individual; school, counsel, friends, family. This is alienation.
Obviously this doesn't happen to every vet. But we should be aware that it happens too often. As an educator | needokit in
skills with my words and hands and openness in egrtito see and check in and be present with those at risk of alienation.

When a soldier who has been wounded by a roadside bomb, or watched a buddy die, or a person who has lived in intense danger
3 or 5 years, is dropped into a seat next to a pers@ryears younger and who has no shared context with the vet save for being in a
120 chair ENG101 classroom, its awkward. Some vets get annoyed. Some vets feel left behind, like his or her youththasslost. O
decide its too late in their career for cajje, drop out and reaip for another brain jarring enlistment... Its very difficult to make new
social connections when one is carrying stories that will never be resolved, living with pain and scars that prevent normal,
comfortable movement, and having memes of people where there are none now. Not knowing whether that young person next
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trauma, vets are at a high ki®f alienation and drop out in today's colleges.
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havea paper on that linked hereBecause of these challenges many vets are becoming proactive about connecting. | have vet pals |
go talk conservation and ecology with on a regular basis. We run chainsaws, explore abms¢mojects, checlout trees. We
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You male it seem that all vets are automatically troublegleven ill. Your response?
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soldiers operate in support functions faom engagement. Most of the combat vets, unless you catch them in a rough spot, you'd
never know they were affected. However, its important to understand that as many as 1 in 4 vets returning form OEF/OIF have
suffered TBI, traumatic brain injury, and tres many as half of those go undiagnosed or misdiagnosed. 50% or more have ratable
PTSD as a result of service related traum& A y 3 aK2GX 6l GOKAYy3a LIS2LX S 6S &aK2GX | yR
the National Council of Disability'®@9 report on the DOD/VA's response to wounded service personnel. They've been to war. Hell
on Earth.

So perhaps half, even up to 70% of the vets returning from combat operations are scarred, emotionally, cognitively asdfalyhy
when they return. Yeonly 20% of them start out knowing they were traumatized at all, as many 'sucked it up' and 'drove on' when
Rdzieé N}IfftASR GKSYX FyR (KSeé ¢Syl 6AGK2dzi LINRPLISNI OFNBo LiQa
violence, or gruesomaccidents, has only recently been understood to be disabling. So not every vet is scarred this way, but many
who are will face challenges without a record of the injury or incident that led to the challenges they face, much less an
understanding of how tdace that challenge. That is something educators need to get a handle on if they want to be successful with
GKA& LR2LMzZ A2y 2F addzRSydao LGQa GKS ljdzSadAazy 2F G4KS RSOl

Do you think that Vets should have theown college in order to treat their wounds and nurture them?

Not at all. Permaculturists know that many plants do better in a Guild. The same goes for any person. VETS_CAFE is short for
GxSGSNFya 9YGNBLNBYSdzZNALFf ¢ NDAz/ A zNBEyR2 NB aAzZRNIS al ¥ 9 9 & B HBE
studies through a core that allows vets to build a network of peers within their existing collegiate environment and rfrentors

the community so that they may feel support vital to success. Ag dihaw on this support, and become available to offer support to
others they will also be transitioning into their new civilian context, becoming mentor and employers. Vets who have augk thr

and are now valuable members of our communities are importate models for returning vets. It gives them direction and hope as
they face their challenges.

And we have such fine veteran mentors right here in our Permaculture cadre who are great examples of how to grow through this
challenge. Permaculturists whoeanot vets also powerfully demonstrate the ‘care for the people' ethic, and will understand that


http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/include/pdfs/veteranscollegechallenge.pdf

this is an opportunity for a wonderful difference to be made in the quality of life for not just the vets, but the commuhéiewill

grow to serve. We'll ave a functional farm, and one that facilitates transition from the military to a career in these fields. But it will
be a farm, not as an institution, or neprofit. It will be a place for vets to gather and share work, picnics, etc., and it will benddsig
by the vets towards their visions and goals using permaculture's design principles, methods.
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| recall an art class | took years ago. | was really struggling with the idea of an assignment beirgfiirgeffhis is also when | was

still very close to the head wound, juso2 @ S N&E | FGSNI Add L K2 dz3 K éithed theavdrk i©dodefoR |-

A ( & -sb2hé bpén ended nature of an interpretive assignment really confused meeather, Dr. Vivian Varney was a old timer

who I'm sure had worked with more than one shell shocked student (and a fewasars) in her tenure at Centralia College, and

she wasisto thisdayl lj dzA O1 Ay (St f SOGdzr £ ¢ KAQIA @K SA &l 2y 2R LINS GhiIiAKGESR NBG 41
was to practice putting paint on 2 or more canvases a day, and to qualify and quantify the affect of the brush size gliffsssse,

and angle and paint viscosity and thickness on those canvasasoiXy about what | painted, it could be lines or shapes or figures

or buildings, as long as | qualify and quantify the application of media. | could understand that. | now had clear gljeetives

Many vets | speak to who don't have ateam feellgs2 &G 06 SOl dzaS G KSé OFy Qi G(KAyl F2NJ iKS
KENR G2 GNFX Ol | YA&aarzyQa adz00Saaoe LGEQa KIFNR (2 NBusImekeda yR
person anxious, edgy. It can also bease but friendly competitionstriving to give better support, supplies and resources than was
standard just last month. Always striving for improvement. Knowing that my goals were clear and that thengants class

would be able to use this stuffias learning and that we would share the techniques we played with and together produce better
and more interesting visual artthis motivated me.

Having teachers who understood that was priceless in keeping me in school.
Why is the agriculture sector wise place for Vets to study?
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acre. Ohio State University is pushing the trend to $90k annually. These are inte2sieeelprojects, and in this kind of polycrop
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work; 20k is a good first year, but each year as trees come on line and teensygains complexity, 116% or more produce comes

on line. The property can pay itself off ifr5/ears, and then kids education and retirement fundimgd occupationhappen right
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As for wisdom, I'm at risk of being siniterpreted if | speak of Ag without some disclaimers here. First, using the word permaculture
in colleges and in reference to academic study is only just now being taken seriously in the USA. Agriculture has ket subj
academic study for 150 or m@years, at least since the 1862 Morrill Act created the Land Grant University System. Many
permaculturists and a wide cast of peers from other professions now understand that 'Agriculture’ is in many ways party to th
global destabilization of arable $®icausing erosion, desertification, and other mass wasting. Permaculture, as opposed to Ag,
actually uses existing ecological and biological integrity to create solutions, rather than throwing technology ancefessiltfu

which is the pattern of '‘mblem solving' agriculture has offered for 15 decades, if not 15 millennia.

Few things are wiser than placing the design tools of permaculture in the hands of vets who will shovel ditches by tahdiufis 1

a day in any weather. This is how the firstdiveype bioswales | ever encountered were buily the Civilian Conservation Corps. In

the SW there are desert oases which are now often mistaken for natural landforms; in fact they were dug by Spanish Araerican W
Veterans who entered the corps in theral930's; about 25,000 vets were among the first signons for this amazing model of
mutual aid. Many state and federal parks are graced with stone and timber work displayed proudly to this day. Those were the
transition camps for many vets, where they totheir discipline and applied it to learning skills that could serve them in civil
employment, whether construction, engineering, or forestry, and where they did good for their communities by working on these
projects and themselves.

The CCC didn't teathe holistic design approach we have in Permacukimghe end, the wadis and natural building and so on that
those vets demonstrated such skill in building were the result of following excellent technical plans with excellent sretekial
methods, butwithout the greater sense of integrated design found in the permaculture method. Permaculture design has holistic
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honest work ad in 70 years they well be as well known and respected as the CCC. And they might turn around the trend of farm
land losses in this country at the time when we need it more than ever.
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By functional | mean it will be financially sound, with operations driven income. A lot of projects where vets or peopleysiital
disabilities are trained in some capacity are largely driven by grants and foundation funds. Thissnmuatiéquate for training vets

to farm; they have to see a farm that makes ends meet in a manner that informs their career. It would be faithless totbperate
farm on grants while telling the vets we were teaching them for profit entrepreneurial cafaks.

| suspect all our challenges will be quite similar to anyone else who starts a farm. Working the soils into shape suiitalole fo
foresting, keeping animal/pasture production ratios balanced, marketing, running fences, getting guilds diatedating a solid
customer base. Those are expected program challertg@sging a cadre through a program which gives them these skills is my
challenge. The rest | trust to being present, and have faith.

How do you propose to shift the Cafe participantofn a war mythos to a farming mythos?

I don't. | only intend to give them tools that may help them examine the stories they tell and that they listen to, andatee w
happens. My understanding of permaculture design suggests that self organizing comsuattier than a designer mandated

ones, are more resilient and productive. | trust that. | feel that if this freedom is allowed, the myths will come ofitheicoord.

And In not sure that farming mythos are the way te gerhaps gardening is more miyke. Jung ruminated that Myth is to culture
GKIG RNBFIY A& (2 AYRAGARIzZ fT L OFyQld YIFI1S YeaSt¥ RNBeyYy | O
sitting apart from me, looking in and suggesting from a distance that things magynot understanédor even need. But | trust

that if | live my values, that the myths that come will reflect the sense of freedom intrinsic in living those values.

What program sponsors and funding do you have currently?

Were currently having discussiowith two non profits, a land trust, a state agency, and an LLC; so far nothing is hard set, were
doing the dance. One of the potential partners, adaN2 FA G o6dzAAy Saa LI FyyAy3 2dziFAG F2NJ
a i 3Sé¢ Tearly in Datalkd,Justi few months. We have a long way to go before we are all on the same page, but | think we
have had a first go round that is very promising.

We have begun looking at land lease options with PCC Farmland Trust (PCC). | suspecsitealiocation will inform much in the

way of who our partners are and how we will collaborate when this all comes together; I'm putting a sizable chunk of my own
money up for infrastructure and looking for the right partners to capitalize up to ana@®®450K in lease and infrastructure

options. | have enough to start a small bit with a few pigs, paddock them through some swale building and pond gleylist), &stab
FS6 | ONBa 2F (NBSasz SGOdd LG ¢2dZ R fthSpeyhacQifire methoddiRone uhde@ahds S @
scales of design, one can make do in a very small parcel. | can only mahagee$ of fully optimized acreage; We'll need an army

of vets to run the 40 acres we will likely lease.

PCC has land close to theti®g Soldiers home, which had its own operational farm for 50 years, from the 1880's to 1934. We may
step up to provide the vets at the modern Soldiers Home a chance to spend time on our farm working with newly returreattivets,
to put fresh, local prodce on the plates at the home if all goes well. From there, Joint Base Lewis McChord (JBLM) is right around
the corner and we may set up CSA sales to soldiers. The opportunities seem quite promising for such moves at this poas;aJBLM
strong commitmento sustainable land use and health oriented supports for soldiers. Who knows how many may explore the
proverbial swords to plowshares shift, but we'd have to find other things to make than plows as I+4tillaad@ocate myself.
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Seethe piecel wrote about challenges vets face in institutions AfBEK SNJ £ S NYyAy3 GKIG RAaOdzaasSa i
personal story to show where that article came from.
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In the 23 years since | received arsarvice head injury we've learned so much about the brain. It was known that | had a closed
wound head injury (now called a traumatic brain injury, or TBI), but the doctors at the time (1989) didn't understand therong te
symptomatology the same way they do today. | was observed for a couple of hours to a day after being knocked unegdnscious
dondi 1y26 K2g t2y3 2N gKIG 6082 AdGQa y2i NBO2NRSR Ay UoKeS a2
y2GS adliAy3 aKSIFIR Aya2dz2NE gAGK y2 &SljdzsSt¢d

Months later | had a complete degenerative psychotic episode. The doctors haceneep@wed record that informed their work

about the long term affects of concussive injury to the head and spine. They may not have had access to myaettandy

haven't had any success in getting portions of it. What is of record is that my feehtvere diagnosed as tarsal tunnel and my

erratic behavior was diagnosed with a psychological disetuipplar syndromeand treated according to their best knowledge at

the time. The specific treatment | was given, phenothiazine medications, are navacalicated for TBI by all associated

professions. It failed miserably, hospitalizing me for 3 months, as they didn't understand what was really happeningaitnastsc
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understands TBI well enough to redress what happened, yet haven't despite the evidence compiled on my behalf by their own
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In 2004 | was reviewing my military medical record for a claim update with a doctor, and he asked me if, while | wasrvwicthd s
had ever had trouble sleeping, or waking up, or if | had ever visited tb®dfor cold or flu like symptoms without congestion or
fever- just runny nose and headaches, wet waxy ears, and excess saliva. | showed him the medical reastizated for a flu a
few weeks after my head injury, and the doctor noted it was a pastl drip, no congestion, no fever, no infection. | also had
several insomniac episodes and earaches without infection during that time. He told me he it was probable that | suffered a
moderate to severe head injury.

My counselors, who did not regard mpators updates, told me | would not be able to complete undergrad studies without support
for Bipolar Disorder, that a Masters Degree was right out and they counseled that the VA should not support it. Desgitenbis
an MSA from Washington State aguating Magna Cum Laude.

Recently a piece of corroborating evidence arried KI @S 2 LJGA OF f ySNIBS a0 NNAy3I O2yarad
blind, but it interferes with vision. To this day | have numb feet, but only last year wagitosed by VA clinicians as a degenerative
neuropathology resultant from an impact and not tarsal tunnel, a bone deformity. My chiropractor knew that a decade age. Desp
all this, 23 years later, my VA medical benefits claim is still in appeal, mywiselors insist | have BP and my medical team all hold
GKSANI KFyYR& dzLJ FyR &al& al Seéx AGQa y2G 2dzNJ Fldzf & GKS®r R2y Ui
vitamin supplements, omega 3's, B complex, D, etc. which are knoWwartefit neuropathological injury and disease. But | can get
2LIALGSEa F2NJ GKS LI AY F2NI FNBS FTNRY (G(KS ! ® L 42y Qi Ithempsd &K
| could buy supplements. So this is VA Health care, atetjesineed to be aware that their students' success is jeopardized by this
leviathan inflexible process.

Tens of thousands of vets are in waiting cues averaglgears to attain disability benefits. School counselors often assume the VA
is taking care bthese folks, when the fact is that the VA is underfunded and understaffed, and under pressure to cut costs like all
other federal departments. Veterans are the end cycle victims. And the vets may rarely tell school counselors about ligg troub
with the VA from our perspective it often only muddies the waters and draws out the frustrating processes. This needs to be
resolved before attrition will decrease.

Assumptions that college counseloeasid professorsmake are often well grounded in best knowledy& G KS GAYST ¢S
KAZG2NE F2N gKIG AG Of SINI&@ RAR y2i 1y26d /2dzyaSt 2 N@&dthisy R ¢
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| developed respect and fondness for and that other students will want to emulate. | kewive to do this. A good counselor

doesn't see a diagnosis or a troubled student, but a chance to expand their ability to connect, respectfully, as | tnededairt

and mind at a time.

This is the kind of college counselor training | hope witidnee more prevalent as OEF/OIF vets return, and it's central to our Vets
Cafe program. As tens of thousands of vets survive traumatic injuries which may be poorly recorded or even not at alirpptasent
vets record, its time to stop treating disabiléi@nd start serving people. The most dehumanizing thing a doctor can do is treat a



person like an illness while ignoring or even obstructing the person seeking wellness who is in front of them. Vetgdildgmo

just about any other sort of medical reals, contain bad information that leads to inaccurate or even wildly incorrect assumptions,
and the way to avoid this is to connect with a person, vet or otherwise, as a human who has needs, challengescandigfitda | 31
equalizer, since we all fihat description.

How can permaculture break the cycle of the Vet dropit? Does this start at the soil itself?

Nationally Veteran dromut rates are 23 times higher than rates of their nemilitary peers. There are 2.5 million unemployed vets.
Some collges have reported 70% drop out rates among vets. Much of this is likely a result of the undiagnosed and untreated TBI
and PTSD issues | mentioned before. Veteran support groups go a long way to mitigating this. Just getting these folkitogethe
weekendo £ £ Il YSa FyR LAITITIF KFIa | Kdz@S LI2aAAGAGS AYLI OGT FNRY
survival; as vets talk with other trusted members of their peer group about their experiences in college, they get sugbport, a
direction. They realize they are not alone.
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standing side by side in a mission are mission oriented. So even if there arggedlewkwardness in that side by side mission
oriented experience, when you penalize one group because of their self identity, both will suffer in their ability to dohieve

mission. And that means less chance for either to get home safely. It seenesttoat straight soldiers | know supported gay

soldiers with resolve, and wanted them to be comfortable and able to perform their jobs without fear, because doing otherwise
jeopardized the mission. It took a long time to affect that change, because thargnis not democratic. Still, this change appeared
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20+ years later than needed.

This points to something really wonderful | think. As we look at these vets who argefisating as they enter academic pursuits,

we can say that it iskely that this occurs when vets are not in a guwildhich is what it is to not have a tearand when they are not
grounded firmly by a mission. So the roots have to be established before the plant or the person can thrive, and theshmdgng
done n a companion planting where mutual aid occurs between members. And these soldiers are understanding that functional
assembly is not about a monocropped perspective, but a diverse and culturally rich mutualism. This seems exactly likyyermacu
to me.

One of my permaculture teachers, Skeeter Pilarski, once noted that | was kind of like a plant that could stand the halshest so
climate, but like that plant | had to have some wicked defense mechanisms that made it hard to get closgl@antsen hat
environment don't depend on density, but ferocity, to avoid being eaten. | started planting lots of gooseberry after gpite iis
thorns and ability to manage in marginal soils, it is known for the sweetness of its fruit and the uniquenesbagfat 5o | built a
guild with the gooseberries, using Siberian pea vines, marjoram, garlic, garden giant mushrooms, yarrow, mullein, mageran, s
gooseberry can do OK in pretty messed up soil. But it doesn't have live in messed up soil. Andegihandk, and some good
ground, vets will organize into functional guda®t necessarily vet exclusive ones, though a primary function of the Vets Cafe is
veteran's mutual aid. And in attaining that, veterans and their communities will do all do better.

Are there many vets that now distance themselves from their wawaking country and from other vets? Is there a buitt
resistance to celebrate this killing ethic?

Most veterans didn't sign up with a desire to go to war. They signed up because they oamfarnilies or communities where
GKSNE gta ftAYAGSR aSOdzNAGes gKIG ¢S OFff UftAYAda G2oighds!| NR
broken cultural patterns that leading to a desire for escape. Our society is full efwtis) memes on the sources and use of
6SIHfGKY YR GKIG Aa 2dzad & GNHz2S Ay (GKS INBSY adziikeAyl of S
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Prevailing cultural support for joining the Service is based on misguided notions of improving ones personal and familial
circumstance, not an urge to kill or celebration of death.

| don't know any vets who celeltia killing ethic. It is my considered observation that this kind of perspective about veterans is one
that is groomed by sensationalist media coverage on one hand and lack of connection to veteran communities on the olleer; Neit



of these items, howevercan be faulted against PlanetShifter Willi Paul, who dogged me for 6 months about giving this interview.
Thank you for your persistence and dedication to a greater good. | get your message, Willi. In Service. Thank you.

Memorial and Veterans Day are matkwith sorrow and honoring. These are memorials, they are time to reflect. The fly overs

made by antique aircraft are highly symbolic gestures, and are not celebrations. They are acknowledgements of what bsts been |
and a reckoning of what we actuatigined for our loss, which many times was not what we had hoped or wanted. The fly overs are
a remembrance for some of the salvation combat vets felt as they were airlifted from firefights or saved just in time laydierab

who took out sappersoradvakey 3 Sy SyYeée tAySao LGQa y2i | OStSoNrdGAzy 2F GK
reckoning that the cost of going was great, and the cost of not going is unknown. Acknowledging it makes it less ligpbnto ha

again, and forgetting it hggened makes it more likely.

Until they were drafted, Vietnam did not exist in the US classroom or televisions. These drafted kids hadn't even hetrdrofii
1963 and '64, nor would they understand that large monkeys, and perhaps orangutan and nhyskitej deer lived there and they
wrote home of cavemen like roekpes and unicorns. It was a very different time. They were less knowledgeable about the world in
many ways than a 10 year old today, who has heard of Vietham, may know where it is onanchéiat it has a very delicious and
unigue cuisine. They might even know that there are no unicorns in Vietnam. It was a very different world in 1966.

These men and women, at the time barely more than kids, were drafted, for almost none of them waiggedot&/ietnam. They

were plucked before they were ripe, and yet had all expectation it was the right thing to do, straight from the farm, envatory,

or physics lab, and sent to Hell. They were wounded despite not wanting to be there, had to ié trexy had no personal beef
with, and they returned after that horrible experience to harassment and neglect. Yet without Vietham vets, those who shunned
them would never have had the pleasure of sitting down to a bowl of vegetarian Pho or amazing tass@ayip. The work we do
with bamboo and aquaculture would be much less advanced.

+ASGylrY +#S0SNIyas K2 @gSNB aLId 2ys NBodzZl SR Sy Yl aaél uesSN
government and society. The draft was ba#lica conscription, practically a kidnapping. They were made to go to war, and then
crapped on when they returned. Why we ended up with so few Rambo style vigilantes, but instead got a series of increasing les
relevant movies is something sociologistesief R 6S FalAy3Id LGQa OSNE AyiaSNBadAy3da (K
and did not.

The fairly stable international relations we have now with SE Asia are largely the work of concerned and compassiomateseets.
protesting the war and sfiing on vets had less to do with reparations and healing relations made in the wake of political and trade
driven invasion agendas that usurped a rational strategic and national defense action. The solid peacemaking work d80é&sin the
and 90's was domby veterans like Danaan Parry, a US Coast Guard pilot who started PeaceTrees Vietnam, and went to work
removing thousands of mines from the Vietnamese countryside while planting trees to stabilize soil and provide foodatektiles
habitat.

Vietham VetK I @S G dzZNy SR 2dzi Sy Ylaa G2 &adzZJR2 NI (2RI&Qa NBOdz2NYyAy3
legitimacy of the wars which our current administration is slowly but at long last drawing down. My hat is off to these guys,
especially the oes who look into the dark and remain alightedere getting support from Vietnam Vets with practices of loving
kindness meditation, conservation education backgrounds, permaculture advocates, community pea patch coordinators, off grid
lifestyle enthusiastand so on. And I'm proud of the 500 leather clad bikers who ride to the Capitol of the State of Washington a few
times a yeatr, joining Toys for Tots in the winter and on Memorial Day coming in for the Thunder Run. Their unswervingtdevotio
serviceing 0SKIfF 2F (G2RIFI&Qa NBUOddNYyAy3 +S0iSNIya Aa y20 az2YSOHKA)
AK2gAy3d dzLJr RSALIAGS SOHSNE NRIKG G2 ale aFdzO1 AGE | yiRetsIA DAY
steld Ay 2 OIFNB F2N KSaS yS¢ @Siad ¢KSe YI 1S adNB (2 ef2id f S
INPoGK Aada AKSEGUSNBR IyR ydz2NIidZNBER o6& (KS 2fR INRglGKerehsia ad
well.

, 2dz | Arg tBdRe many vets that now distance themselves from their wawaking country and from other vets® ¢ KS & F ¢
place to be when facing violence is close to it. Holding it tenderly. A step back and that fist has room to movik@gdista step
FAZNIGKSNJ YR GKSNBEQA NRB2Y F2NJ I 3Jdzyz FdzNIKSNI Ky (nolsafely | NJIi
in distancing oneself from such impulses to conflict. We must stay close. When we are face to faceyeyave may disagree, but
disagreeing civilly is a better hell than killing each other and the planet besides. So vets learn to stay close. We seritztans,



we organize, we advocate for healtiare and education supports for vets and dependentsistantly support reason and
diplomacy. If we fail in that more will perish. And we mourn the loss of-lalésf us for our peers and many, | among them, mourn
all those who died, combatant or civilian, regardless of nation or belief. A warrior istimblse and does not celebrate death. | also
mourn the wasted soils; this hit me hard when | look at footage of combat zones, the frightening loss of ecosystems ihbemueéty
personally, these are also relevant sorrows.

Are there groups with similarlinesses like the Vets? What other groups have given you insight into the Veterans condition and
challenges?

| don't know if | would refer to it as illness, but | think | understand you. | grew up near the Chehalis Tribal Land&aish8\yton

and spentmany summers there with friends from the tribe. Most people are at least vaguely aware of the cultural and class divides
between First Peoples Tribes and contemporary ¢trdral) culture. As a social group, the Chehalis are a bit unique, and in many
wayshot representative of national tribal norms, but then, no tribe can be formed against other tribes: they are all sovereign
peoples, with hundreds of different languages, customs, identities.

When these diverse peoples were intentionally set upon with sp@d| tuberculosis, and cavalry units, some survivors sa@080

of their tribal populations die. Old men, women and children had to go to reservation, fight or run, regardless of thé gbtiteix
culture- some were warriothunter tribes, like the Siouof the Dakotas, and so challenged the US cavalry often and sometimes quite
effectively. Some were agrarian gatherers, like the Kalapuya of Oregon's Willamette valley. They were often roundedagbtcshipp
lousy reservations where a roflea would stare but tuberculosis had an edge. The wounding of these sovereign people's social
order and cultural being is one that continued, and in many ways continues to this day. Witnesses to genocide, the cultural
fragmentation of forced relocation, the constant teof alert and danger, not to forget racial slurs, employment and collegiate
prejudice, all of which lead to PTSD that became intergenerational by extension of familial and cultural dysfunctioas. duse

by the same Army | served with. The longam a veteran the more complex it becomes, and the more | am aware that my choices
of service, mission and team are important if | am to experience a sense of integrity in my work.

So coming to know some of the history of my friends with the Chehalis frédeo came into contact with the story of how they
became cousins to the Kalama, a Hawaiian native family, through marriages in the Nisqually Tribe. | learned about treuhigh am
of prejudice that was shown towards Native Americans and Pacific Isbgehe US Military Command during Korea, Vietnam,
and even later. These tribal members were drafted, told they would be national heroes, restoring tribal honor and so dneyhen
were given the most horrifying missions... Their tribal status seerhave been leveraged by white commanders who figured that if
these tribal boys died, it was somehow better than a white boy from the burbs. | suspect that African Americans had tkiedgame
of job placement 'opportunities' in Vietnam. Its one of the thitigat we got but didn't plan for, a thing that we 'won' in the Civil
War, and didn't want, and are still trying to redress 150 years later.

So | learned a lot, not only about how to cook salmon, and the history of peoples | had not known, but deepabstuffiow

despite all this potential for being broken, a family can live, even thrive, and have a healthy and wonderful and lovinQiteree

few of these local tribal and Hawaiian vets are as stout and rock firm as humans come. Coming from a horas tizatthat way,

and knowing that they did also, it has been a profound experience to watch and learn and be nourished by their patience,
forgivingness, and unconditional love. My uncles and aunties made constant the choice to care for what they dedlkewhkould,
whether their children, their homes, their gardens, and so on, because it was the best way to face the chaltemgé® important
choices with a deep counsel of check in amot always sweet, and quite often difficulixpressions of ke. Permaculture is

practical. Larry Korn pointed out to me that Bill Mollison didn't mention Love once in the Designer's Manual. Don't redy on o
element for all needed functions is discussed. Words to the wise. Thank you for the opportunity to dis@as$ G KAy 3a s 2
been a pleasure.
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Deston has lived and worked on several small family farms on the west coast and WOOFed in Australia. Serving smaltfarm proje
as Principal of Abundance Consulting for 12 years, N\de& R KA a al &aGSNR& 5S3INBS Ay | ANA Odz
University('07), and a BA/BS in Ecological Science and Design from The Evergreen State College('96). He took his\iEC in 2003
Brock Doleman and Penny Livingston, and his Permaculture Téadhaining in 2004 with Jude Hobbs and Tom Ward. He served in



the US Army from '880. He is currently working with partnering groups to develop the Vets Cafe educational program for Veterans
interested in Conservation, Agriculture, Forestry and Ecolbgyupport or inquire about how to get involved in the Vets Cafe,
please contact him by email.

Connectionsg

Deston Denniston, M.S., C.P.I. Principal

Abundance Consulting LLC

abundancepc at gmail.com

Web: http://www.abundancepermaculture.com/

LI: http://www.linkedin.com/in/abundancepermaculture
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http://www.linkedin.com/in/abundancepermaculture

Transition Man. Interview withJohn SteereEnvironmental Alchemist / Planner by Willi Paul, Planetshifter.com Magazine
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the unfiltered residue from wing #5 to rka printing ink for the community paper. At the base of wing #6 theadted gold soil

dumps out of the system at the rate of 2 cups per day. A super compost and a highly prizddhesuic stew by the gardeners

around him, Che.ou forms bricks of this aterial for the local barter fairies and coop groceries in Berkeley and SF. He also makes
SEGN} oFNISNI o6& OKEFENBHAYy3I F2f1a ol GiSNASE (GKNRIZAK |curdddShOA | €
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Interview with John by Willi
How does yourselR S & ONA 6 SR -NB BSF y I2{F @aPMypI¢é 2dzEGH LIR2&S 6AGK a2 Ylye O

| see the ideas behind bioregionalism and localization as convergent rather than juxtaposing. Perhaps the label iswaHait glib
YSEy(d KSNBE g & DNOUWSIIHAR yII o X izl 2aNRASYWHI SIRde LG O02YSa FTNRBY aSSAy:
I f20FLfAdGe 2NJ I Yyl GA2y &aSO2yR® LGQA | 62dzi Lizh G Ay 3 iatic&sS  |j dzI £
which always get uim trouble, since they divide people around competing ideas and ideals of cultural identity. Learning to become a
OAGAT Sy 2F | LI OS Aa GKS ONHzZE 27T -NBEAS 200/ X fARARDIOK A EIATE  LIKNME 2
motivation and outlook, thanks to the work of Peter Berg and Planet Drum that | began to read when | moved to Northern California
AY Mopyod . SAy3I o0A2NBIA2ylffte 2NASYGSRE +y S0O2ft 23AOthfisnddA G Al
one place really but occurs in connected, concentric cirelesth ones immediate home (dwelling) being the first ring, with ones
greater home in a physical community or neighborhood being the next, and finally with tiredian with all its natural ash

climatic particulars.

These are the contexts of place and | would say the ground(ing) of our personal and collective identity. Of course tpur socie
remains evermoreegb 2 3A OF f £ @ RNAGSY NI GKSNJ G§KIy SO2nypébpearefcaving 2 NX Sy i
deeper sense of connection with where they live and a more sustainable and authentic economy, with localization and the food
justice and slow food movements being outgrowths.

Localization in relation to creating an economic systbat {s more localipased and driven is to me a way of manifesting a bio
regional vision, in which people try to incline their lives, what they eat and how they work with the intent to reduciengp@at and
to cultivate a more ecological understandingrefationships, webs and patterns throughout their lives.

CKFEiQa GKS SaaSyoOS 2F o0SAy3 0A2NBIA2YyLET (G2 GF1S XyaceAil GA QD
affirming and immediate way. This principle has been translatedne over the course of the past 25 years into a host of initiatives

in park and commons making, neighborhood cultivation, urban creek restoration, community and personal gardening, angd visionin
a green city. It is human to have a yearning to belongtoething greater; applying that principle and a sense of belonging to place

is one of the most natural and enduring ways to experience it.

Define alchemy in your context more fully.

| resonate with and ascribe to your way of regarding environmental alclenaykind of transformational and transmutative
LINEOS&&as 6KAOK |ff2ga LIS2LX S (G2 SELISNASYOS || Y2NB LIN@aF 2 dzy R
deep love of and kinship to life in its many forms and species. AlchemyRég&&d &8 2F (KS O2y G4SEG AdQa L
been about the transmutation of the dross physical, symbolized by lead, into the spiritual, as inferred by gold. Thedthreshol
between them is a leap not so much of faith but of perception. It seenmse that alchemy is what occurs at this threshold: that is,

of going from seeing the world linearly and analytically to holding it synergistically and holistically; and of consgining)yatvay

from competing egecentric positions, and toward more taborative, ececentric understandings; and of regarding commonalities

and paths of including and integrating as more essential than making distinctions and divisions between people; anahof focusi
more on connecting than isolating; of cultivating vibracommunitybased life rather than a commodifyamed perspective that
transforms every relationship into a transaction or an extortion.

2 KFiQa 2y GKS 20KSNJ aARS 2F (KAa OGKNBAK2f R (KSNBemadybritd & G K
abuses to our individual and collective psyches. For me, environmental alchemy is the process by which any one canw#tonnect
the roots of human nature, which is really nature itself in all its complexity; expressed through weathge@grdphy, natural

history, encounters with plants and animals (including pets), and the way we can translate and express these primal/primary
NBflFiA2yaKAlLlA G(KNRdZAK az2y3>s ONIFGAZ | NIazX LJ2SiNBsAEtghRR Yeé i Ko
I 2YYdzy AOF GA2Y D¢

| have grounded my practice of environmental planning in environmental alchemy in the sense that | believe that we needrnatur

a form of it woven into our urban fabric and into our lives for our cities and ourselves tedthi. And much of my work has been

in service of this understanding, which draws from my affinity forgsychology and appreciation for urban ecology and countering
GKS STFTSOGa 2F ayl Gdz2NBE RSFAOAG RA & hibFeRinkE workldst ChRdAnfthie MBods | Yy R |



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Child_in_the_Woods

Saving Our Children From NattDeficit Disorder). It has thus informed both my professional and community guerd., in helping
plan the path of the Bay Trail 400 miles around the San Francisco Bay. The attitudes has also served me in guidingnbes&an Fr
Bay Joint Venture from its formative stage to becoming a formal and formidable collaboration for incentive based habitat
conservation and restoration around the SF Bay Estuary.

It has also informed me in helping to create a neighborhood, Halcyon, throulgfading the grassoots based planning, design and
implementation of a park in its centerbuilt out of a parking lota park the neighborhood built called Halcyon Commons, along with
co-planning/planting more than a 100 street trees in the neighborhood, and therganizing of regular social gatherings around

the Halcyon neighborhood and work parties in the park to m&imit. The transformation of a parking lot into a park, was all about
alchemy and how this transformation of a place also forged a neighborhood with a strong sense of place and community.

52 @2dz GKAY]1l GKIFG aLX FOSYIl 1 Aydgbtsto@kita) 6S | LRaAAGADBS F2NOS Ay
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achieved when any of them are practiced as intuitive crafts or arts, as all of them were in their vernacular foredgenate, tribal
societies. | have been primarily concerned with maintaining or creating a spirit place or genius loci. The making ofCdaioyomns

in the middle of a wide street called Halcyon Court through participatory design and effort ouargefar planning period is a

prime example how a spirit of place can be created over time and with consistent intention to bring nature back into (#uedcity
nearby from one of the busiest intersections of Ashby and Telegraph Avenues).

This effort of unpving paradise and bringing back a bit of nature was connoted in the words of commemoraliirediven out to

LI NJ] YF{SNER 6KSYy GKS LINJ] o6& RSRAOFIGSRET 6KAOK NBFIR hald | yi
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is among the most respected such associations in the city; it is also one of the most active and constructive in Benesfeguas

on makhg common projects and good will and neighborliness. So the making of Halcyon Commons is really a creation story, which
has taken almost two decades to unfold, about the creation of a sense of place in a corner of Berkeley, and with it ahoeighbo

and the constellation of positive qualities that goes with a safe and solid one.

l'y20KSNI F2NY 2F 1§ OKSYAOFE LI FOSYIF{Ay3 LQ@PS KSELISR hent t SR
2F AlG0 GKS 1 0S-pynepi saklBmbBcdddinatéds gryup Balled East Bay Citizens for Creek Restoration. We
not only conducted creek restoration and revegetation projects in Berkeley and Oakland and El Cerrito in partnership between
community groups and city officials but alsodei yy dzt £ &/ NBS1 25S1&a¢ (G2 SRdzOFGS LIS2 Lx
O2YYdzyAlé FyYyR SyO02dzN} 3SR IyR aO2YYA&daA2ySReé NI AyadalétlaAa
of the art myself, i.e. creek banners with ripgn animals painted on them atop bamboo poles planted in rows to symbolically mark
and celebrate the course of underground and culverted creeks. So | definitely identify with placemaking as a formnodlkirygh
AGaQ GSttAy3a GKS lafichship with thelflane? a8 THomasBeynpsh EldjueNtl describes in his influential opus,
Dream of the Earth.

What was your role at the Cave Concert? Please see my interview with promoter / shaftam Tower

Alan has become a very close friend of mine; | met him almost two decades ago, many years before he started Green Music Netwt
(GMN). He founded GMN in 2001; it was originally called Octave Alliance and | became the first membeaadd iésd have
ddzoaSldsSyate aidlresSR 2y (2 KSfLI ¢gAGK AdGa GNIyaradiAzy Ayidz2 Al
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and partnership initiatives to support the Cave Concert, provide insurance coverage and broaden its promotional ootreach f
potential audiences. | frequently brainstormed with Alan about the sorflaences on the psyche of natural resonances/scales as
were played in the cave, which was actually a military munitions tunnel from early in the prior century, and that cavaredad

with a tarp. It had a mural painted on it that | helped to paint. On a more practical note, | was the always ticket call&éator

concert itself which was always a unique acoustic instrument and voice adventure into the transformative pawsioin an
acoustically perfected space.

How do Occupy, permaculture and Transition inform your environmental planning, if at all?


http://planetshifter.com/node/1389

Of the three movements, | would say that permaculture is the one that has influenced my work as an environmental platner mo
AAYLX & 0SOFdzaS Al KFra 0SSy FNRdzyR YR S@2ft@Ay3a F2NJf2y3aASNI
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field its emphasis on ecology as a foundation for the design of agriculture and community. Occupy and Titamsitiae

movements that | believe in and subscribe to philosophically, but as they are relatively new and somewhat derivative/ghey ha
influenced me as much as green design and sustainable planning. In these cases as with permaculture, | have been itfi@med by
adherence to ecological principles applied to the planning of residential and community spaces, from the use of sestesiayd
plantings, with their attendant multiple functions and benefits.

Can you describe the tensions and outputs in your career and the synergies between art and seience

Probably the main tension in my career, as | suspect it is for many environnpéantakers, has been in reconciling the expectations

of clients for greater emphasis on human uses and increased development with the value of protecting or restoring envadlonment
jdzk t AGASA | YRk2NJ KFoAGFGA | & LihgNdi bedvéen the/seale BfludahigatidnbiRie&Sopriedt L
and the natural environment that remains. And in my work, | have generally regarded that natural environment as anvéagve, li
presence that calls for human engagement. So for example, whenthedesource Management Planner for the Contra Costa

Water District, charged with implementing the environmental commitments of the district toward the 1-&6@0plus watershed

around the Los Vaqueros Reservoir, | saw this an opportunity to create psiitps between the District and neprofit and

institutional organizations.

So in managing the preparation of a resource management plan to govern the uses and restoration/mitigation of the landscape
around the reservoir, | focused on not only integratargl overlaying different resource topigdiology, hydrology, recreation,
cultural resources, grazing and fire management, to create a more holistic management plan, but | also emphasized ttienintegra
of partnerships with school environmental educatiprograms and with environmental organizations like the Sierra Club, the
California Native Plants Society for the restoration of plant communities and creeks and in developing interpretive programs.

As for the synergies of art and science, the sciencaetls findings one receives from a robust investigation of the character of
places and habitats, their species composition, their energy inputs (water, sun, slope), etc. The art is in weavingtong sétfac
human imagination and creating a theatre faairticipation

Are humans, community building and parks more important to you than the animals and plants there? How do you foster a
holistic balance for all life?
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present in them. In my mind both sets of relationships are intertwined and are what make faramnective, holistic open space
experience.

Please define ecology and sustainability in the context of the South Berkeegnt Fe Right of Way vision. What are the
dominant patterns there?

I have been working under the auspices of Berkeley Partners for Parks, an organization that | helped to found) with nfeh#ers o
community and Berkeley Community Gardening Collaborativebi@&erman) for over six years in creating a dynamic program of
publicopenspacel t Ay SI NJ O02YY2ya 2dzi 2F GKS {lydl CS wA3akKd 2F 21 @&
1977 but has been behind cyclone fencing this whole time. The R@Wunmaintained and weedy space, hemmed in by housing in
South Berkeley, one that has need for more active open space and community gardening, so the idea of a garden greeaaray or lin
urban farm has been surfacing in this period. So the ecologyeafphace is really a human ecology to sustain the community and the
space through a set of community gardens connected by a greenway that itself will connect up to the existing 6 mile Ohlone
Greenway to its immediate north, enabling this greenway to go fBouth Berkeley to Richmond. This is a good and green future
F2NJ G o0dzi 2yS ySSRa LI GASYyOS IyR  3ISYSNIridAz2yltft @AS¢ (2 13
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John Steere Bio



John Steere is a 3@ear Berkeley resident, environmental activator, and environmental anchswsile planning consultant. He has
for over two decades been creating and supporting partnersiipnted community/arts/environmental causes. His outlook

informs his career as an Environmental Planner (of environmental plans, resource managementailaars] bpen space, and
NEONBI GA2y &a0GddzZRASa0 FyR KAa F@20F0A2y | a Iy G&GasdmddisyoYSy il f
creatively cultivate community through several mediums: 1) park making and stewardship, 2) urban creeltioestand 3)

supporting community sustainability projects.

He sees himself as a khiegional being and works to cultivate this awareness in others.
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to establish a "garden greenway" along tBeuth Berkeley Santa Fe Right of WHlyis has involved a winning a few grants including
G2 FNRY (GKS '/ [ KIyCSINIZWD a2 yf $ NT2/NINE KAYL2 cDANEF S/ GY dzBNI € LINR 2SO
F2NJ GKS NARAIKG 2F 41 & 6wh20X yR Y2aild NBOSyidfteée y20iKSNbT2N
blocks of the ROW for uptake of arsenic.

He is ado the cofounder and current president Bérkeley Partners for Parks nonprofit established in 1993 as a fiscal and

technical support umbrella for local parks, paths and creek groups) and he haatftitlie creation of two parks in Berkeley

including Halcyon Commons and Presentation Park.

He also founded and led East Bay Citizens for Creek Restoration (1987 to 1994) and was a founding board member of Livable
.SN] St Sex I aYl NI dnyBoard iiembeDdf hoth thEréen Kusic Nefdrédzahd Samaveshan profits which
promote the synergisms of art in nature, sponsornatdré 8 SR I NIi YR YdzAA O S@Syiag Ay Of HRA
alkNRYy | SIRfIFIYR&d YR GKS a! NI Ay bl Gd2NBé¢ CcSaitAglrt Ay wSRg2?2

CAY Ll f f & Zch&r&mmdounilds & higi@al neighborhood and its governing association, the Halcyon Neighborhood Associatior
¢ which does neighborhood tree plantiagcleanups, park care, and potlucks. He led the commiaised planning effort to design

YR 6dzAf R al fQ0é2y [/ 2YY2yasé GKS [/ Ade 2F . SN)] StSeqQa FaNRDG
parks/open space areas including thali@rnia Shakespeare theater in Orinda, Presentation Park and Halcyon Commons in
Berkeley. He speaks widely at conferences on green planning and has organized and led many tours and interpretive rigdes, amon
GKSY GKS FyydzZf al ARRSYy DSyYa 2F . SNJ] St Se¢ (2dzNW

Connections

John Steere, AICP

Environmental and Sustainable Planning Solutions
Berkeley Partners for Parks

jsteere@igc.org

Ph: 516847-0575

fax: 5108491969
http://www.greenplanningcollaborative.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/johnsteere



http://www.bpfp.org/sfrow
http://www.bpfp.org/
http://www.samavesha.org/
mailto:jsteere@igc.org
http://www.greenplanningcollaborative.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/johnsteere

| Futurist - Christian Shearer]

Crowdfundng for Permaculture Now! Article / Interview with Christian Shearer\WeTheTrees.corby Willi Paul permaculture
exchange

& ¢ KdBaborative effortthat is WeTheTrees came about when a group of active permaculturalists realized that the permaculture
community could really use a unique way to raise money. Basically every pernmmagqetgson we knew had a few projects on the
back burner just waiting for the right time to turn up the heat, including ourselves! Our team of permaculture desigrtees are

small set of entrepreneurs that dreamed, visioned, designed, launched, and arasiogvthe WeTheTrees platform. Each of them

is trained in permaculture, and took this project on as a collaborative effort to give back to the permaculture commuenénmntifigh
process incorporated the permaculture principles and the platform currentiyesemultiple functions for each of them. The project
was developed as an eawcial business, keeping the triple bottom line in mind. Each member of the team has committed to using
KA&d aKFENB 2F LINPFAGA SEOfdzaA@Ste@ F2NJ LISNXIF OdzA (dzZNB NSt F G SR
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Interview with Christian by Willi{Article by Christian follows)

A tool is just a tool without hands and hearts to work it, Christian. How will you get out of the permaculture clique anileexc
members in the broader community?

WeTheTrees is erowdfunding platform that centers around the Permaculture community, because we feel most aligned with the
strong ethics and intention found therein. The platform is not, however, limited to only permaculture certified campaigns.
WeTheTrees is open tomgaigns that fall into any sustainability, environmental, social, or educational category, as long as they
meet the ethics of permaculture.

The key is to work the edges. It is much more effective to work on something at the edge of your system ania elgymbiotic
with your system than to wander off to another area completely. There is an edge relationship between the permaculture
community and related fields (like conservation, organic agriculture, social change movements, etc.), where thengailye act


http://www.wethetrees.com/
http://permaculturexchange.com/
http://permaculturexchange.com/
http://www.wethetrees.com/about

overlapping elements. Our platform has an added function of connecting, exposing and educating those that may be poasitioned o
the edge of permaculture. It may be through their use of our platform that they first recognize the deep solid base\and act
community of permaculture.

How does WeTheTrees compare to Kindistetps://kindista.org/#/ ) and permaculture exchange
(http://permaculturexchange.com/)?

WeTheTrees joins Kindista and Permaculture Exchange as some of the newest and cutting edge developments in the onfine world
permaculture. Like both of these websites, WeTheTrees is aiminffeioaplatform that can serve as a useful tool to more
effectively and efficiently connect people in the permaculture community and beyond.

WeTheTrees is unique in terms of the services that are offered. WeTheTrees is the only crowdfunding site fopasmdauiture
related projects, giving our users the opportunity to put their ideas out there to their community, their family and th&ictoto
see if there is support.

| would imagine that all three sites could be used for different purposes guietefely. Appropriate technology for the desired
outcome.

What are the top issues facing permaculture today? How does WeTheTrees address them?

| would say that the slow pace of change is probably one of the biggest issues facing permaculture and tfoe thaitianatter.
Many of us believe that the clock is ticking regarding the ecological impacts of mankind. If we can't start having npositiviea
impact on this planet at an increasing rate, then the fear is that the CO2 ppm are going to go inhg\egsi, or the web of life is
going to go irreversibly thin, or the consumptive needs of an exponentially growing population will be out of reach. WeS t&eTre
one small player in helping the permaculture community move toward their goals more efigdive efficiently.

We KNOW that there is enough desire in the community. We KNOW that there is enough information. We KNOW that there is
enough imagination and design skills. And, we KNOW that there are enough resources available to implement thaseTtesign
purpose of WeTheTrees is to help those with the desire and the designs connect with those with the resources, to helpimake th
plans a reality, now.

This process serves everyone involved. The campaign creator has a design to help meet herRee@s@MNJ O2 YYdzy A (1 & Q&
the contributor has received the gift of giving, and feels connected in a meaningful way to the campaigns contributedte. And
outcome of the project itself should be positive for the planet as a whole.

Are you promoting newglobal economy with WeTheTrees? Are your values the same as those in traditional permaculture?

WeTheTrees is looking to connect those with the desire and the designs to those with the resources. Sometimes that means that
these two groups will be on oppasisides of the planet, and sometimes they will be on opposite sides of the dinner table. In either
case, needs are being met for both parties, and their lives are enriched. And of course, when the project does whait tib ki, ou

then our planet is eriched as well.

WeTheTrees values an educated and engaged community, healthy diverse ecosystems and individuals that are physically, mentall
emotionally and spiritually enriched. The company that is WeTheTrees, does business in a different way, egctisdgimour

team, and we intend that the platform be used in a way that promotes these values to the global community. In that way we are
fully inline with the permaculture values and ethics that | have come to live by.

There are many folks without a&ss to the Internet and your site? How will you pitch Crowdfunding to them?

The first ever campaign on WeTheTrees was a campaign to gift a Sun Oven to a permaculture project in Northern Thaiéthd. | pos
this campaign and feel that through this platforimetproject in need can be connected with contributors who are excited to give.

2SS SyO02dzNF 3S aIATFEGAYIE OF YLI AIYyEas gKSNBE (GKS LISNE2Y gd6ig A &
goods or services for another person or grodpst this morning | was contacted by another man who is planning to post a campaign
to raise money for a school in Nepal:


https://kindista.org/#/
http://permaculturexchange.com/

The main goals of the project are:

1. To have access to healthy, nutritious, organic food
2. To have a setfependent and sustainablerganic school garden
3. To include practical learning into the school curriculum

All together we have made a school garden design and we are now constructing a demonstration area. For the next phases and
coming activities we need your financial support.

- Trees, plants, bamboo, compost and other garden materials.
For this we need $ 300

- Teaching material for the kids to learn about organic gardening and permaculture.
For this we need $ 500

In total we needb800 dollars With that money we can do a lot!

If we raise more than this we will invest in trees and plants for our nursery that we will donate to the community surraineding
school.

There are permaculture projects and permaculture people in (I assume) every country on the planet now. If everutizssthe
resources and tools available to them, incredible things can manifest with very little effort. WeTheTrees gives the parenacult
community and beyond one more tool to make that possible.

Thanks for your time and your support Willi, and thafdeswhat you do on this little planet.

* k k k k% %
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We are excited to announce the official launch of WeTheTrees.com, a crowd funding platform aimed specifieathaatifure
and the sustainability movement. This platform helps organizations and individuals around the globe gather the resouexstsomneed
meet their goals through a simpte-use platform that allows them to easily and creatively raise funds.

The gregest limitation on many permaculture projects is access to enough capital to make their dreams a reality in a timely manner
And it is also true that there are a lot of people out there that love to give to meaningful projects and support effodkedis

world a better place. WeTheTrees was designed specifically to bridge the gap between idea / design and the resources needed t
make it happen.

How does WeTheTrees work?

WeTheTrees works like this: you submit your campaign, set a fundraising goatlaadliae to reach this goal (maximum 90 days).
Then you promote the campaign to your friends, family and networks, encouraging them to come check it out. People can opt to
contribute to your campaign at any amount above $5.00 and receive rewards forcti@nibution! We work on an albr-nothing
a2a0GSY® LT &2dz NBIF OK &2dzNJ Fdzy RN AaAy3 3A2Ff o0& &2dz2NJ RSt Rf Ay
that date and deposited into your account (less fees). If you don't meet (or dxgeer goal, then no money ever is collected. Use

the WeTheTrees platform to fund raise for projects big and small.

With a minimum campaign amount of only $100, WeTheTrees could be a valuable resource for fundraising at-dlldevéie
purchase of acythe for harvesting wheat to the purchase of the wheat field itself!

To learn more about WeTheTrees visit the website. Be sure to visit the FAQ pagieatbgy guide

How is WeTheTreesdlpful to the permaculture movement?


http://www.wethetrees.com/strategy

WeTheTrees provides a multifaceted tool to every permaculturalist, and can be used very creatively to not only raise &unds fo
project, but also to fund raise for a course, assess the market potential of differead,idad even to prsell products that will be
produced with aforementioned fund raised capital, allowing the farmer orsmmal entrepreneur to feel more secure in their
undertaking. WeTheTrees can also function as an excellent way for a communitietd owney for cooperative endeavors.

And furthermore, WeTheTrees allows a wonderful and meaningful way for anyone to be able to contribute to positive change on
this planet. Just browsing through the site can be enjoyable, seeing all the interestiagtprbjat other folks are raising money for,
YR 6KSy | LISNr2y &a4SS8Sa 2yS GKIG NBlIffte SEOAGSR GKSYzZ AlQa

A few examples of how the WeTheTrees platform could be a useful tool.

1. The Traditional Fundraiser_ets say family wants to install solar panels on their roof to supplement their electricity needs from

a renewable source. This family (let's call them the Kimbles) could post a campaign on WeTheTrees to do just that. Thaenkymble
posts a campaign to raisk1800 for fifteen 100W solar panels. This will give them a big start on theiingeidwined solar system.

They set a goal for $1800 and a campaign length of 90 days. On WeTheTrees, all campaigns must offer rewards. Becalese the Kin
assume that mostfatheir contributors are going to be friends and family, they offer what they have in abundance. It does not
actually need to be related to the solar panels (as it would be difficult to give away electricity as a reward).

Their rewards could look like this

If you contribute $5 we will send you a personalized thgald card.

If you contribute $10 we will give you a quart of our canned apple sauce.

LT @2dz O2y{iNROdziS bPHp &2dz gAff NBOSAODSbuf AYyOBAGS (2 2dzNJ aD
If youcontribute $100 you will receive the invitation as well as a set of our home made artisambeezndles.

If you contribute $250 you get all of the above plus a handmade Shaker bench made by Mrs. Kimble in her wood shop.

2. Fundraise to take a courseshu Mei has been wanting to take a PDC course for a long time, but felt that she could not because of
the price of the course. Using WeTheTrees she was able to post a campaign to raise the funds to take the PDC coulser. She set
fundraising goal at $120@980 for the course itself and $220 for travel and expenses). In her description of the campaign, she
explains how the PDC course will support her in moving toward what she wants in her life, and true independence on 8eepath.
promotes the campaign bsending it out to her family and friends, and is easily able to raise the money needed to make this
inspirational course a reality for her. On WeTheTrees anyone can fundraise to take any course that is related to theamyironm
social change, or permalkture, and there is already a list of organizations and institutions that are encouraging their students to do
just that. For rewards, she may offer to do permaculture designs for people contributing over a certain amount, or giveirsgn ev
presentation d&out what she learned during the course.

3. Preselling products and gathering market potential on an ideall campaigns posted on WeTheTrees must be finite and
RSTAYIFIOotST (KSeé Ydzaid o6S Of SFINXIe& aidl S RourthysB of & tagSbicycle forfd8liveNd Sy
2F FNBaAaK oF 1SR 2NHIFIYAO ONBI R o6dzi OFyy2i TFTdzyRNI AaS adigh adl
on WeTheTrees that invites anyone who feels moved to contribute toward the purchidisis bike, which she will then use in her
ONBIR YI1Ay3 odzaAySada (G2 R2 K2YS RS{AGSNASad aCNBaK 2y e@&2d
$2,500, sets her campaign length to 60 days, and offers rewards for the contribution.

If you contribute $5 toward this campaign, you receive a coupon for one loaf of her classic sourdough.

If you contribute $10 toward this campaign, you receive a coupon for any of her dessert breads.

If you contribute $25 toward this campaign, you receivaapon for four loaves of your choice.

If you contribute $100 toward this campaign, you will receive 20 coupons and be given a special thanks in her newsletter.

Mary could post this campaign with complete uncertainty as to whether she will achieve Herogget. She sends it out to all her
contacts and invites them to check out the campaign and share it with their friends and neighbors. Because Mary lives in such
supportive community (and she makes such good bread), she exceeds her goal by $5Gbéntbipurchase additional equipment
on top of the bike. She already has hundreds of loaves sold and is off and running. Had she failed to meet her goaieshe rece
nothing, and contributions are never debited. She would have learned about the mastezitial in her area, and that there isn't
enough interest in her community for her bread at $5 a loaf, and saved the effort and heartbreak of starting up and failing.



4. Community cooperative actionThe crowd funding tool offered by WeTheTrees is aqunblatform for building community
cooperative projects and events. For example, the Clark St. Neighborhood Association has been discussing for somedarsd the id
putting in a playground on the empty lot on the corner. It seems that there is a faiuatad support, but it is tough to gauge

whether the community will really pitch in when it comes time to pay for supplies. One of the board members of the neigldborho
association volunteers to post a campaign up on WeTheTrees to raise the funds fdayigiound. The fundraiser is for $25,000,
enough to build a wooden play castle with rope wall as slide, put up a set of swings, and to plant an edible forest gaidemitd
friendly (thornless blackberries, strawberries, kale snap peas, and dwgldsapears and plums.

The community has pledged the hard labor, all they need is to see the money and make it happen. So the campaign is liéunched w
a $25,000 goal, and a sixty day campaign deadline to help everyone in the community realize thisnsnga@md it needs to

happen now. Besides posting the news on their facebook page and writing a blog post about it, a couple of the youn@associati
members drop fliers off in every mailbox in the neighborhood letting people know about the fundraiskedjranting them to the

proper URL.

The association sets rewards low, because the main reward is having a community playground in the neighborhood. $25
contribution gets you a thank you card. $100 donation gets you a ClarsI8tt,t$250 donation getsop a special mention at the
opening ceremonies of the park, and a $1000 donation gets you a brick engraved with your name (or words of your chobsing) tha
will be laid on the path of the park.

If the community raises enough awareness and gets the wordtloey, should be able to raise enough for that playground, and if
they don't raise enough, then they have ascertained that the community is not willing to give enough to make it happen. Maybe
they can adjust their plan and help it meet the economic resasiafetheir community.

What are the costs of using WeTheTrees?

It is totally free to post a campaign on WeTheTrees, and if you do not meet your goal, there are no fees at all. If #isrfgrgbal

is met, the pledged contributions will be debited outtbé contributors' accounts at the campaign deadline. You will receive all the
money from the contributors, minus the fees of the payment processors (like Paypal and WePay) which are generali%®bout 3
and a 5% WeTheTrees platform fee.

A New Model of Doig Business

WeTheTrees has been set up as ansotial business, committed to transparency, equality and the ethics of permaculture. The
company was founded and is currently run only by Permaculture Design Certified staff, and all individual earnmgbftees and
managers) are committed to be used toward permaculture projects of their own. Up until the launch, almost all the work done t
make WeTheTrees a reality was done as sweat equity, and the company was funded only by the members of the We¢ddmaTrees
A true team spirit and a desire to give something back to the permaculture community are at the heart of why WeTheTsees exist

Open Source

WeTheTrees is running using open source software c8lidse and then adapted and stylized to fit our unique needs. The
development team at WeTheTrees feels passionately about open source movement, and is glad to be able to give back the
improvements and upgrades made on this site.

The team at WeTheTrees hoptbst this crowd funding platform is useful to you and your community. Please come check out the
site, post a campaign for your next permaculture adventure, contribute to someone else's dream, and let others know that this
resource is out there.

How can lhelp make WeTheTrees a success?
The platform just publicly launched on July 20th, 2012, so the greatest challenge at this point is just getting the wéydodieel

moved to help get the word out, please share this article with your friends, like @o@book, and let you permaculture colleagues
know it exists.


http://catarse.me/en
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Christian Shearer is a PRI certified Permaculture Design Course teacher and the founder of the Panya Project in Ndethérn Thai
He is a natural builder, a dd forest enthusiast, a musician, an advisory board memb&védorest a certified educator and has
extensive knowledge of tropical permaculture systems. He has taught permaculture in Thailand,aMalaygn and the United
States and helped fourdttrraGenesis Internationabn international permaculture design consultancy firm. Christian is excited to
continue contributing to the Permacultummovement and to deepen his own understanding of how to make real lasting change on
this planet..

Connectionsg

Christian Shearer
christianshearerl @ gmail.com
Web: WeTheTrees.com

FB WeTheTrees.com Facebook



http://www.weforest.org/
http://www.terra-genesis.com/
http://www.wethetrees.com/
http://www.facebook.com/WeTheTrees
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openmythsource.com
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bookshelves for too long! We live in a world whirling in story, and most often anymoreatiedyeld in a solitary word word as
K2f 23N YZ O2RS3 2N}t AYF3ISd 2K2 aleéea ¢S y2 t2y3aASNI dzasS LA O

-- Maila T. Davenport PhD
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Interview with Maila by Willi
2KIG Aa GKS GALANRG 2F GKS f Il yRKE

In the English language we do nothaveawbr@d NJ ¢ & LIANA G 2F (GKS flFyR®E L (GKAYy|l GKAA
isolates phenomena. A great word for this is iworu that comes from the Ainu of ancient Japan. It is not really a persoasl nou
YdzOK Fa | a&7F A SifdRfEmotioryof arpadeihatysIhe éoifiGence of environment, mythline, and life force. Imagine a
three dimensional Venn diagram where each of these features are represented and overlap; that ellipse is the new wisole that i
created when all these dimehs2 y & ' NB @I f dzZSR IyR (SyYyRSR® ¢KA& A& F LI I OSQa
technological mind.

Can we create new myths? If yes, based on what?

Actually it operates the other way around: myths create us anew. Here we get into the medmirygh, but this is not a game of
semantics. Instead, it is the inquiry into the landscape of ngytihere is myth local? We must go to that place for initiation, bring

our communities there through ceremony. Ceremony is a group map really. A map doweae the place but reveals it. For
SEIFYLX SET L tA@GS Ay t2NIflyRZ hNB3I2y YR dza$S | &idNBSésarl LI i


http://www.altarplaces.org/

RATFSNBY G YIFILI 0KFG akKz2ga 2yfte Y2iG2N @&Skrat Si KaeNBSS 1GK FayKRe gK Al
GNJ} yALR2NIFGAZ2Y GNBFfAGe@dPé a& 3IANBSY YILI RAR y2i adzRRSjyHer YI
do ecopathways suddenly disappear just because my neighbor uses her map.

My pointis that we live in layers of reality, and the mythic realm is still very real and available. The concern that | have is when
people look for new myths by drawing whatever they want on a map they have in hand, to extend my metaphor. The risk is
triggering uopian myths, and George Orwell and Edward Scissorhands remind us that utopia is just another toxic, incomplete
avYl Lioe

Old myths require destruction, but not violence; they require dismemberment, but not torture. What does that look like? Dis
integration:unbinding, unfolding, unraveling, opening, releasing, a deathing of what no longer serves. A powerful community
deathing ceremonyisthe f £ { 2 dzf Chald anMN®@IYiS Budsan2AZ. Twenty thand people of all ages, gender
identification, religions, ethnicity, and cultures don fanciful calalcas regalia to mourn loved ones, violent acts, enviabnme
atrocities, and political oppression. The community grief ritual lasts for 4 hours or morthatdght. At its end, all stand in the
threshold between destruction and creation and witness the mysterious, unexplainable motiofimégeation¢ and new stories
are born. Myths are local at thresholds.

Please offer a brief critique of my recent wis plan:Journey to Cascadia: Building a New Global Mythology. For 2012 Study of
Myth Symposium Work Shop

| offer the idea that we already live in a pegtocalyptic era. In the last 50 years, we h&st 3,000 cultures; they become extinct
gAGK SIFOK fly3da3S ¢S t2aSed 2SS 2yfe KIFI@S oZnnn tSTFaiod 2| RS
lose is in itself and ecosystem of ideas and intuitions, a watershed of thoughtand-8nNB 6 i K 2 F GKS YAYyR®¢ 2
becomes extinct, all peoples lose viable ways to: make peace, heal others, parent, invent new things, lead, be in coamghunity,
grow food. For Tibetans, their world is coming to a violent end because the Chinesamgen¢isystematic genocide. On the other

side, since the 1990s with the fall of the Soviet Union Mongolians have been workingeoeeate their culture after decades of
oppression and annihilation.

The mythof-the-monomyth is very powerful and all encomgsing. It is the egoic narcissism of our US adolescent society that only
sees a threat to it. The end of the world has come already for too many and they are living through it on reservatia@igsn gh
suspended in high rises in urban cities thatoget{ G KSANJ f I YR YR gl & 2F tAFTSd L (KAY
FLI2OFf@LIIAO 62NI Ré RAAGNI OG FNRY (KS ftAGAy3a AYIF3ASE 2F (KS

lfaz2y L o0StASGS GKS SNIispasingbK Shislishdild Sasi thampisiaxcifed/pal prtBwa2isyuadnedessary,
but that at this point in US history we are in need of additional archetypal forces. Within the Hero archetype is a Unilatera
progressive bias: defeat obstacles, go alorghtrivrongs, and unity through oneness. Animals such as lion and cougar express this
modality. In my work | am calling forth the Pilgrim archetype that can be expressed through creatures such as caribou and gra
whale. Within the Pilgrim archetype theredgeciprocal, communion bias: unbind obstacles and reweave anew, interdependence of
the group, build resiliency in the community, and unity is an ecosystem.

What is The Power of Place Initiative?

2SS 0StASGS GKFG LI+ OSa | Nibeirgs beli@d that,2arfl aci idadagsShatiresiedt and valdndiat K d:
places bring, the partnership becomes a powerful force toward great good in the world.

We have established the Powers of Place Initiative to gather, organize and make visible knowleplge grganizations and places
already working in ways that demonstrate the power of the partnership and to share what they know with others.

We are a network of people with diverse perspectives, experiences, and backgrounds brought together by thedtitzertd
catalyze a new field of study and practice based on the premise that right relationship between people and the placebeyhere t
gather and inhabit offers the potential for transformative action toward what is needed at this moment in history.

Our work falls into three main areas of activityesearch, or exploring new frontiers, resources, or providing tools, and connection,
2NJ | YL AFTe&4ROBl GKS FTASER® a


http://www.manymouths.org/
http://wp.me/s14SHM-2584
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How do you see the permaculture community? What is holding us back?

Inall honesty, ISS G KS LISNXI Odzf 1 dzNBE O2YYdzyAideé OF dzaAKG Ay GKS Y2yz2yel
landscape is edible, no animal harmed, dirt as a nurturing mother, and everyone negotiating differences calmly ismyaaryalin

actually. In the wd, plants poison, trees fall on unsuspecting rodents, earth quakes and swallows villages whole, and territories are
fought for with very real sacrifice. Mythic material, like the Eden complex, is very pervasive and mercurial, that is Bow it

powerful!

¢tKS 6K2tS ARSI 2F ayl ddz2NBé A& aGSSLISR Ay 020K GKS SR&fA 0 O
protected, captured, maternal, managed, surveyed, counted, tagged, and biodiversfiekdsomehow still does not include

humans and certainly has no dynamic presence. Many have written on this and | recommend: Paul Shepherd, Max Oelschlager, Jz
¢dzNYSNE / KIFNXSyS {LINBilylFI1Z YR DIFENE {ye@RSN® {2YS 2%f-GKS&S
progress held in fresher publication dates seduce you, pull them back off your shelves.

| think the permaculture community would benefit from what | call wildness practice. Wildness as a method follows a eyt diff
logic pattern that nature which has becomaite domesticated. The Wild is nonlinear, saifjanizing, unpredictable, complex,
playful, surprising, unstable, seffilled and best described as blanks on a map. Importantly, it is not defined by the absence of
humans, but by the relationship of thoseimans to the place (thank you Jack Turner). So how do we meet wildness? From our
wildness: in the body, speaking story, traveling deep imagination up and out.

L 3IAPS &a2YS SEIFYLX S& Ay &2dzNJ ljdzSadAaz2y Foz2dzi a2NBFyAO LINROS
Can you explain what transmutatn is and your experience with this force / process in Nature?

In culture, myths become threatening when they are no longer life sustaining. This can result from some part of the sfdeftoei

out or forgotten, when mythic material is literalized, or @hits meaning is reduced to a solitary message. As a result, communities
F'yR Odzf GdzZNBa adlk3ylriSe b2dA0S L R2 y2i dzaAS GKS 2 NRwak (2 NE
world and myth. Things that die get to compost, oengee with earth, or be digested and become a facet of a new being, or spread
seedandber®@ 2Ny @ G{ Gl 3yl A2y & A& OKNRYAO lyeldKAy3aY SELI YEaA2YS
excusemakingg it is apparent the US is in &ate of stagnation, yes?

Transformation is about merging and shapeshifting. In the wilderness dying is decomposHiwyrporation, and reconstitution.

This happens both when plant life withers and when prey eats predator. Everything becomes soraksibirig an old myth when a
Y2dza$S 0S02YySa yR SIF3tS Ad Aa y20 | aFlyidlae 2F | pghas¥adt SNJI
transmutation. | find it fascinating in this time of the science monomyth what scholars didecamits even when it is
GR2O0dzYSy (i SR dbytBat is Exdzily havwN#yth tvarks.

The reincorporation phase is the middle phase, thebietween, and is the threshold. This is where the mystery enters and
d2YSK2¢ GKS fAFS YRAANSIS toeNS [e1Sal R2ag y o2 (2 YSNHS FyR GKSy &t
mouse becoming an eagle. This wild and mythic motion @ficerporation is an unbinding. A stagnate culture is bound and requires
unbinding so that their myth is rewen anew. Annual ceremonies in indigenous culture provide this critical function. The story here
is not a quest, but a communion. Ceremonial placemaking is this organic process made available for any community who wants to
change our world.

Canyoushare$@S NI f LISNXdzil GA2ya 2F 6KIG @2dz OFff a2NBAFYAO LINROS:

| am fascinated by seed germination in the wild. The seed process is a metaphor for new beginnings and new ideas magt people
most familiar with and so comfortable to explore as a starting placa fmythic invitation. Commonly, the seed process follows a
pattern similar as follows: prepare soil, open pack of seeds, carefully press each seed the correct distance aparthooeestwit
earth, return to water and fertilize; wait for sprouts. Somé\ I G A 2y a OFy 6S KIFINWBSaidiAy3d aSSRa
compost to fertilize with or share the duties in community, but the overall pattern remains cogent.
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our spouse or teenager, a new idea for a community. This is the story of a seed in Eden. | have no complaints about &mel model



certainly have applied it myself, but the risk is the mgffthe-monomyth. A monomyths more of a recipe than an organic process
because there is no place for the unknown, no uncertainty, no threshold and the result is predictable sameness.

But this is not a time for more of the same; it is a time desperate for the radical othernesseftideause our world is stagnating.
Here are a few other seed models from the wide world that by their very process guarantee uncertainty and thus thresholds:

1. The Jack Pinghe cone holding the seeds catchesfoa and thenwingedseedsare ejectedout onto the wind and carried forth;
they root best where there is less than .2 inches of organic material because thaytheltin too much shade, they neatirect
sunlight to establish themselves

2. The Rosette Lichem grazing gastropod (snailgvous it, digests it, and disperses the seeds irfétes

The italicized words in these methods are threshold motions and opportunities to open up, unfold, and animate an idea or a
decision. Each step is provided and requicdblis is an organic process tdnsmutationg this is ceremony sourced from wildness.
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sauna as part of community building, and the Japanese rusioi as @rt of medical health.

Fortunately, or not, the logistics from these traditional cultures are not required to benefit from this wildly organiogeedcess,

they do make great retreats though! It is possible to meet this wild teaching in our wildniessimagination. This place of the

margin of daily consciousness is known by many names: Dreamtime, collective unconscious, the realm of the ancestors, akashic
records, world soul, spirit lands, reverie, deep imagination. This is where myth is leadl groups through these ceremonies, and
others; more importantly | teach community members to bring these living ceremonies back to their own communities so that
transformational myth work informs and reforms our world more quickly.

The idea of a threshidl is intriguing. Please give us examples.

Thresholds are openings, the places in between. At the threshold the bottom drops out and the eternal has the opportntiy to
and transform. | emphasize4&torying urban areas because that is where mostefpeople are and it is most needed. Examples of
thresholds in neighborhoods and communities: empty lots that attract nuisance crimes, a street where a violent assaell occurr
places where chronic car accidents occur, a place of a sudden death; forgtes such as abandoned buildings, and alleyways.

Do you practice geomancy?

I never had heard of geomancy before. | did Googtedid you practice it? | listen to the spirit of the land and teach others to
through story, ceremony, and tribal imagination

What is a mythologist anyway?
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a very different experience for the driver. | specify myself as an archetypal mytholodistten people looked perplexed | add that

| am a cultural psychologist. Myths are the dreams and symptoms of culture; they are active, directive, and alterabde tiochoo

work out of academia and in community where the mythic realm is as active aarihag been but at a time where it is least
understood. My job is to track deep stories; | read environments for signs of something that is momentarily invisiblg butcter
present. | teach others to track as well. Another difference in kinds of mygigitois what one does with the story; | choose to have

a ceremony, meet the myth where it is local, and witness what happens next.

What are some of your favorite songs, symbols and myths?

The World Treds the symbol and myth with the most juiceformeind ¢ KA & FrFff L Y 2LSyAy3a | Yz
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About AltarPlaces;


http://www.altarplaces.org/

Altar Places helps people see, apprecitel honor their role in the ongoing creation of this web, specific to the way we encounter
and engage in the places around us.

We encourage individuals and groups to seek activengagement with the places that no longer fortify them in order to recreate
reshape and restory the energy and power the place holds.

Through the engagement of individuals, groups and communities, we can begin to connect with this energy, celebrate ii#, potent
and reshape the present and the future of a place.

We believe alplaces, from the most metropolitan to the most rural, possess inherent, transformative powers.

Our goal To help people engage, exchange, reshape, and make way for the new story of a place, wherever and whatever that plac
may be.

Our belief Through actie engagement with place, people provide a new palette where the place can retell its story, and create the
foundation for the restructuring and reshaping of their own stories.

Connectionsg

Maila T. Davenport Ph.D.
drmaila at altarplaces.org
AltarPlaces

Black Seed Dreaming, Portland
LinkedIn


http://www.altarplaces.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/mailatdavenportphd
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by Willi Paul,newmythologist.com

Posted orDecember 2, 201By [ open myth source ]
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mythology that is responsive to the needs of our planetary emergency. Our new narratives need to be at once more truthful and
empowering, inspiring a level of social change thus far unachieved by @af access to information. With the application of

carefully constructed cultural memes, crafted with responsibility and integrity, it may be possible to reach far morevptofie
internalized values and constructs of a sustainable paradigm. Wetonaeglace the myth of humanity holding dominion over
YIGdzNE gAGK GKS GNHzGK GKFG ¢S INB aayLwie | LINI 2F yIl Gdz2NBQ
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Interview with Kariby Willi (her article follows):
Who are the storytellers of the PermacultureAge?

Good question. | may interpret this one a little differently than intended, so please feel freedioea me if | go off on a tangent!

For me the storytellers of the Permaculture Age are those who are weaving the soltioal narrative of the Penaculture era.

These can be any people who choose to tell that particular story through their actions and interactions. Aside from thre obvio
Permaculture heroes of Bill Mollison and David Holmgren there are others who have had a profound influencthdineoten

interactions with the Permaculture narrative. Such proponents of a sustainable new paradigm include Richard Heinberg and the
Post/  ND2Yy LyaidAaiddziSz 2NI w20 | 2LJAYya YR (GKS ¢NIyaAlAirdanftot 24y
AAPS a2YS GGSyidAazy G2 GKS SOSNERI&@ KSNRSa ¢K2asS yrySa ¢S
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change; they can only command and inspire it. The rest of the chapters of the story need to be told by the active partaspaat

are necessarily active participants in change, not mere recipients. Those who realize this become the stoaytdlteesmore

conscious they are of this role the more effectively they fulfill it.

Doyou seeyourselfasawriter of new myths or a critic of theseattempts?Both?

| definitely see myself predominantly as a writer of new myths. Thatis notto say tBay' 1@ aSS GKS @It dzS Ay
of others¢ whether positively or negatively and | tend to only offer supportive, positive critique as | see that as a more productive
use of my time regarding generating positive change. | certainly eng@arehing past attempts and extrapolating from previous

efforts at new mythology creation in order to build upon them and infer likelihoods for future successes.

However, as a creative | prefer to actively participate in the construction of new narratiesanythology. My first love was writing

and | have always been fascinated by stocigarticularly the realife stories of everyday heroes and historical events. Through
KAadG2NE YR 0A23INYLKe 2yS OFy f SI NY régroikgseidl ansl Kultulial ckange; agddtiél S
clear that what has been most successful in generating chaigeit positive or negative is storytelling, the narrative that gets

under the skin of society and creates gentle paradigm shift whilst tipeilace are to a large extent unawares (besides the obvious

pioneering types). If | am able to effect the most subtle of changes via the writing of new myths then | will have achaMed w


http://openmythsource.com/2012/12/02/the-mythology-of-lemmings-interview-article-on-new-mythology-by-kari-mcgregor-editor-spirit-of-the-times-presented-by-willi-paul-newmythologists-com/
http://openmythsource.com/2012/12/02/the-mythology-of-lemmings-interview-article-on-new-mythology-by-kari-mcgregor-editor-spirit-of-the-times-presented-by-willi-paul-newmythologists-com/
http://openmythsource.com/2012/12/02/the-mythology-of-lemmings-interview-article-on-new-mythology-by-kari-mcgregor-editor-spirit-of-the-times-presented-by-willi-paul-newmythologists-com/
http://openmythsource.com/author/openmythsource2/

consider to be wonderful things, most unbeknownst to those whboneitell the stories and generate changes through their own

lives and actions.

Canyou tell uswho your new myth heroesare and why?

My new myth heroes are those who | see exemplifying the everyday person rising to the challenges we see before ugsMy hero
include people such as Helena Norberg Hodge of ISEC and Economics of Happiness, as she has told an alternative staty about wl
constitutes real wealtlt something that we cannot have if we only ever pursue monetary wealth. Vandana Shiva is anothfer hero

me as she has been a huge inspiration inthe gkiBs2 1 & LIS2 LJ SQa Y2@SYSyd F2N F22R az2@S
asset for a liberated and sustainable society. | also see Derrick Jensen as a hero for his courage in telling trutbshibabldu

regarding our level of avoidable damage to our planet, and his explanations of all social norms as narratives that banjdbd s

¢ in many caseg re-written.

a@ Tl @2d2NAGS Y@K KSNRBI (K2dZaAKZI AdidofielFar mé the ny®h offassaRdia hasalyiaysi |
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Cassandra was not a hero in old mythology as he prophesies were ignoreidianttd, doomed as she was to envision the truth of
GKI G ¢2dzf R 02YS &Si 06S 0StASPSR o0& y2 2ySd® LQY &adzaNBE Yhdyye K
it is one that has plagued me throughout my adult life. | hope tavrige the narrative of Cassandra in a way that alerts people to

the need to consider even that which they may not yet see as credible due to their own deficit in understanding.

L & gid@ydellinga K 2 LIS f ofl faghioriedand un-mediated?How do you measurethe succes®f this activity?
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communicate information and practices conducive to our survival, and we will continue to usenillBnnia to come if we survive

to do so. | feel that storytelling has been somewhat neglected in our information era as or culture, at least Western molture

places a lot more faith in cold, hard scientific facts, much like the enlightenment énaugh these cold, hard, scientific facts are
absolutely vital to our understanding of the world around us they generally do not resonate with many people, do not inspire
behavioral change, are perhaps not sufficiently tangible to do so. Therefore Ifererthe use of such information to underpin

stories, much as the romantic poets of 18th Century Britain did as their response to the shortcomings of the Enlighteanent er

feel that we are now, in our rapidly developingtach era, going through anothénlightenment spiral in which we need the

balance of storytelling to deliver information in ways that can inspire positive behakianmge.

Ultimately storytelling is an unmediated practice and its success at present is immeasurable, at least byta®g piatow of.
Again, it might be a little hangover from new Enlightenment values to feel a need to measure everything in order to gioéut to
causative effects. | certainly feel this need myself, but am aware that interactions are far too complefteantoo subtle to see
with the naked eye, so to speak. History does a wonderful job of tracking change in a way that can assist us in makirgginfere
regarding what may or may not have been effective. So, although our measuring tools are bluntdbsssof storytelling can be

inferred as certainly greater than the delivery of cold, hard facts if we look at examples of behavior change througbout hist

Doyou agreethat the classiomythsare no longerin playin our lives?Pleaseexplain.
No, not d all. | see the classic myths as having a profound impact on our modern lives. As | mentioned before, for me the myth of

Cassandra is the myth of our present era as we are facing a planetary crisis of the magnitude never seen before in louynan hist



and we are ignoring, ridiculing and disbelieving the wisdom of our prophets. From such myths we must take heed and work to
ensure we treat them as a warning. In addition, many other classic myths are recycled and used indayd&nrytelling as they

have bea throughout millennia. The use of certain hero figures has always been effective, and despite cultural changes it is not
RAFFAOMZ G (2 dzlJRFGS Of L 4aA0 YédidKa FyR KSNRSa (2 ySaratitndy iSE
classic myths to the extent that all of our modern storytelling is done from the elevated position we only have when starttieg

shoulders of giants. The classics will not become irrelevant, just updated to keep pace with ecinavging world.
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A New Mythology

by KariMcGregor Editor, Spirit of the Times
Issue 8, 11/12

In a culture of storytelling mythology is the cornerstone. It informs and shapewaldviews with the power to construct, change,
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